














for Children

Cood Neibvs

Lesson Theme: Jesus teaches
us to trust God.

ICood Neuws

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Share Experiences

Objective The children will identify God as loving Creator.

Gatherin a circle. Sing and play “Yes, Lord, | Believe”
(CD-2, #26) to begin your Good News session.

Gathering Prayer |Invite a child to point to the current
Sunday on a Church Year calendar. Pray: “Loving God, thank you
for creating and loving us. Help us to love you and all of your
Creation."The children respond, “Amen.”

Cover Activity (page 1) Sitinacircle. Ask: What
beautiful thing in Creation did you see today?

Distribute pages 1-2 of Good News. Direct the children to
put the cover drawing on the floor in front of them. Invite them
to follow the pictures with a finger as you tell the Creation story.
Invite them to join in on the parts in bold below:

A long time ago, God created the heavens and the earth. The sky
was dark, and water covered the earth. Wind blew across the water.

On the first day, God said, “Let there be light.” And there was
light! God separated light from darkness. He called the light “day”
and the darkness “night.” And God saw that it was good.

On the second day, God said, “Let the waters in the sky be
separated from the waters on the earth.” And God saw that it was
good.

On the third day, God said, “Let the water on the earth be
gathered together, so that there will be dry land.” God called the
water “sea” and the dry land “earth.” Then God said, “Let plants
grow on the earth.” And God saw that it was good.

On the fourth day, God said, “Let there be lights in the sky to
separate day from night.” God made two great lights—the bigger
one for day and the smaller one and stars for night. And God saw
that it was good.

On the fifth day, God said: “Let the water be filled with all kinds
of creatures. Let birds fly in the sky.” And God saw that it was good.

On the sixth day, God said, “Let the earth be filled with
animals and crawling things.” And God saw that it was good.
Then God said: “Let us make human beings. Let them take care of
the fish, birds, animals, and crawling creatures.” God blessed the
man and woman. And God saw that it was good.

On the seventh day, God rested. He blessed the seventh day
and made it holy.

Emphasize that we are part of God's Creation. God loves all of
(reation, and all of Creation is good. Ask: What is the day we
keep holy? Sunday. Ask: How do we keep Sunday holy? Mass, rest,
family time.
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Activity » Make a Creation Spiral (page 2) Move
to the work area and direct the children to turn to page 2. Read
the sentences in black. Then invite the children to read aloud the
prayer in the spiral. Distribute crayons and scissors and direct the
children to (1) color letters of the prayer, (2) draw their face in the
space, and (3) cut out the spiral.

Use a hole punch or sharp pencil to put a hole in the center of
each spiral. Tie a knot in the end of a length of yarn and show the
children how to thread the other end of the yarn through the hole.
The knot should hold the yarn in place. Add tape if needed.

Invite the children to bring their spirals to the open area and hold
them high. Retell the Creation story. The spiral will remind them that
God is always creating and always loving everything he creates.

n Stretch and Sing Play and sing “God’s Lovels..."
(CD-2, #6). Enjoy doing the gestures with the children.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine

Objectives e The children will:

® Recall Jesus’ promise to always be with us.
® Define disciples.
® Describe God the Father as Creator and almighty.

Gather in your ritual space for the proclamation of the
Gospel. Stand and sing “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24).

Sunday Gospel * Jesus Says Not to Worry
(page 3) Distribute pages 3—4 and look at the Gospel picture
together. Ask: What might Jesus be telling the man and woman?
What might the other man be doing? Invite four children to
proclaim the Gospel. Invite the rest of the children to show with
their faces how Jesus' friends might look after hearing his words.

@ Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.
B Emphasize that we all have worries and that Jesus invites
us to trust him.

ﬂ!\\» Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3)
‘ﬁ Read aloud “We Can Trust God.” Reread the second
sentence and ask: How can we be faithful to God?

Catholic Faith Word ¢ disciples (page 3) Point

out the word disciples in the Connecting Gospel and Doctrine
feature. Ask: Who knows what a disciple is? Read the definition
and then ask: Is anyone here a disciple? All children should raise
their hands. You may wish to clarify the difference between the
terms disciples and Apostles. All followers of Jesus are disciples. We
reserve the use of Apostles for the Twelve Apostles.
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Live the Gospel

Y29 Distribute the children’s What the Church
@' Believes and Teaches handbooks.

Objectives e The children will:

' E:);il;e\m What the Church ® Memorize the prayer: Jesus, | trust in you.
et Believes and e Recognize the Divine Mercy image.

Believes and Teache:

. Teaches Activity * Jesus, | Trust in You (page 4) Ask: Has
anyone ever seen this picture of Jesus? You may have an image in
your church. Almost 100 years ago (2/22/1931), Jesus appeared to
Saint Faustina. This is how he looked. We call this “Jesus, the Divine

7 Mercy.” Point out the rays coming from Jesus’ body. Ask: Where
Ask: What is a creed? A statement of what we believe. Note are the rays coming from? His heart. Ask: What does the heart do?

Creed: | believe in God the
Father almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth (pages 6-8)

that you talked about the Creed in a recent lesson. Invite the Pump blood. The red rays represent Jesus'Blood. Jesus died for us
children to open their handbooks to pages 6—7. Direct them to and gives us his Body and Blood in Holy Communion. Ask: What
look at the Apostles’Creed on page 6 and note that you're going might the white or blue rays symbolize? Water. Water cleans, and
to talk about the first three lines today. Baptism and Reconciliation clean us of our sins. Distribute crayons

and give the children time to color the picture.

Invite avolunteer to read the first green statement on
: When the children have finished coloring, invite them to pray

page 7. Then invite the children to tell you everything they

know about God as quickly as they can. Write responses on the the prayer at the top of the page. Suggest that they hang their
board. Key beliefs to emphasize are: God is Three Persons in plcture'of Jesus on the|r‘wa|I or refrigerator and pray the prayer
One God—Trinity of Father, Son, Holy Spirit; loves us; created every time they look at it.

everything; calls us to himself; wants us to be happy. Closing Prayer Gather in the prayer space. Pray: “We praise
Invite avolunteer to read the second green statement on you God, the Father, Creator of Heaven and earth for (children
page 7. Ask: What did Jesus tell us about God the Father? God is name parts of (reation).” After all have shared, everyone responds,
his Father and our Father; gives us life; loves us, cares for us. “Thank you, God! Amen.”

Ask: What does it mean to say God is almighty? Direct the Play and sing“Yes, Lord, | Believe” (CD-2, #26) to close
children to look at the last paragraph on page 7. Invite a good your Good News session.

reader to read it aloud. Explain that there are no limits on God
and that God always uses his power for good. Point out that as
powerful as a superhero is, every one can be defeated. God can’t

be defeated. God is almighty. Lesson Wrap-uP
Ask: Without looking, who can tell us the next line in the _ .

Creed? Direct the children to turn to page 8. Ask: What did
we learn from the Creation story? God made everything. God’s
Creation is good. God loves everything he creates.

Take the children on a real or imaginary nature walk. Invite
them to look and listen for things God created. When you
return, invite them to share what they saw and heard.

2 Have the children close the What the Church Believes and S
Teaches handbooks and return to Good News, page 4.

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this
week’s lesson assessment.

Use Activity #5 from the Good News Activity Book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.
Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus'Coming o TG2-7
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Jesus Teaches Us to Forgive

COOd News Sunday Readings: 2 Samuel 5:1-3; Colossians 1:12-20;

Luke 23:35-43

For Catechists and Teachers S e
Scripture Background Materials
This Sunday’s Gospel is a short passage from Luke’s account of Jesus’ Passion. As his opponents taunt : gotodr/]\/' ewshStqunt Ik.esson f02r31;/ j;
him, Jesus shows his divine power by forgiving the criminal who knows he has sinned and believes . adgc |?m a; P 00 N %gest o
Jesus can help him. In this action, Jesus transforms the Cross from a place of death to a place of life . ) LD 000
and forgiveness e copies of the Act of Contrition (one per
child)

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine e pencils, Church Year calendar
Jesus is not like a ruler on earth. He loves us so much that he died on the Cross for our sins. Jesus Suggested Music
invites us to live in the Kingdom of God, where God’s love and forgiveness are in the hearts of all o “CHOICES” (CD-1, #16)
people. e “God’s Lovels..." (CD-2, #6)

“Christ who died for all men desires that in his Church the gates of forgiveness should always e “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)
be open to anyone who turns away from sin” (CCC, 982). “Prayer to Jesus is answered by him already o “You've Got to Love Them” (CD-2, #20)

during his ministry, through signs that anticipate the power of his death and Resurrection: Jesus Lesson Resources
hears the prayer of faith . .. [of] the good thief” ((((, 2616). o Good News Activity Book, Activity #18

Sharing the Lesson with Families e Lesson Assessment (gospelweeklies.

Encourage parents to discuss family examples of the need to forgive and ask for forgiveness. Suggest com/assessment) .
that parents look at the forgiving words activity (page 1) and the forgiveness scenarios (page 4) with | © Video Links (gospelweeklies.com/
their child. Provide a copy of the Act of Contrition for the children (and parents) to practice at home. weekly-videos)

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides
Note: These pacing quides are suggestions for how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

60-Minute Lesson 90-Minute Lesson

Gathering Song & Prayer @ “CHOICES” (CD-1, #16) Gathering Song & Prayer @ “CHOICES” (CD-1, #16)
Cover Activity (page 1) Cover Activity (page 1)

Story @ Clown Shoes (page 2) Story @ Clown Shoes (page 2)

Discuss the Know questions related to the story. Discuss the Know questions related to the story.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (25-30 minutes) Activity  Stretch and Sing“God's Lovels.....” ((D-2, #6)
Gospel Ritual ® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24) Discover Gospel and Doctrine (45-50 minutes)

Sunday Gospel @ Jesus Is a Forgiving King (page 3) Gospel Ritual  “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)
Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel. Sunday Gospel ® Jesus Is a Forgiving King (page 3)
Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3) Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.
Catholic Faith Word @ Kingdom of God (page 3) Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3)

3959 Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and Catholic Faith Word e Kingdom of God (page 3)

A

Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 23. -0 Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and

Live the Gospel (10-15 minutes) Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 23.

o Activity ® How Do | Ask for Forgiveness? (page 4) o Activity ® Good News Activity Book, Activity #18

e (Closing Prayer & Song @ “You've Got to Love Them” (CD-2, #20) Live the Gospel (10-15 minutes)

e Activity ® How Do I Ask for Forgiveness? (page 4)

v, ® © © @ @

Take-Home : ~ ,
e Good News Activity Book, Activity #18 e (losing Prayer & Song @ “You've Got to Love Them” (CD-2, #20)
© Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and Take-Home

do the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 4 together. Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and

do the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 4 together.

TG2-8 For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, 0CIA, and summer intensive pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacing-plans



Lesson Theme: Jesus rules with love and forgiveness.

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide
Note: This pacing quide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 1
Share Experiences

Gathering Song @ “CHOICES” (CD-1, #16)

Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-10)

Cover Activity (page 1)

Story @ Clown Shoes (page 2)

Discuss the Know questions related to the story.

Activity e Stretch and Sing “God’s Love s ... ” (CD-2, #6)
Closing Prayer ® Loving God, thank you for forgiving us when we
have made unloving choices. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine

e Gathering Prayer ® Loving God, thank you for forgiving us when
we have made unloving choices. Amen. (Repeat.)

Gospel Ritual @ “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)

Sunday Gospel @ Jesus Is a Forgiving King (page 3)

Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3)

Catholic Faith Word @ Kingdom of God (page 3)

Closing Prayer @ Dear Jesus, thank you for teaching us how to
forgive. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
® Gathering Prayer ® Dear Jesus, thank you for teaching us how to
forgive. Amen. (Repeat.)
N2
Bo Distribute the students’ What the Church Believes
and Teacheshandbooks. Turn to page 23.

o Activity ® Good News Activity Book, Activity #18
® (losing Prayer e Loving God, help us to be loving and forgiving
like Jesus. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 4

Live the Gospel

® (Gathering Prayer ® Loving God, help us to be loving and
forgiving like Jesus. Amen. (Repeat.)

e Activity ® How Do | Ask for Forgiveness? (page 4)

® (losing Prayer e Loving God, help us to ask for forgiveness when
we have done wrong. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5

® (Gathering Prayer ® Loving God, help us to ask for forgiveness
when we have done wrong. Amen. (Repeat.)

o Weekly Lesson Assessment

® (losing Prayer (see page TG2-11)

® (losing Song ® “You've Got to Love Them” (CD-2, #20)

Friday Take-Home

Remind the students to share their lesson with their families and
do the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 4 together.

Curriculum Connections

o ELA: Direct your students to select a current or former
government official (president, supreme court justice, senator,
etc.), research that individual, and write a biography of the
person. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.2)

® SS: Explain to your students that although people called Jesus
the King of the Jews, he was not an official king. But Jesus was
a leader within his community, just as we are all called to be
leaders. Invite your students to generate a list of how all people

play an important role in the community. (D2.Civ.2.K-2)

Extending the Lesson

Catholic Identity Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate
Project of the Week o November 23: Annual Global Celebration e November 23: Blessed Miguel Agustin
of Youth and Young Adults — Every Catholic Pro (USA) — Born in Mexico in 1891, Miguel

On a poster, print the word KING in

block letters. Then direct each child faith community is encouraged to celebrate beca'me aJesuit priest at a time When the |
to find a Scripture verse about Jesus and reflect on )"_’Uth anq young adults Mexican government was very anti-Catholic.
that shows how he is a king. Invite annually on Christ the K'"g Sunday. To young Miguel carried on his ministry undercoyer.
the children to write their Scripture lp:ople, Pope Francis said, Cry out with your Arrested and facing the firing squad, his last
verses in the letters of the word KING ife that Christ lives, that Christ reigns, that words were “Viva Cristo Rey!” which mean

o 1"
to create Scripture graffiti. AR

“Live, Christ the King!”

o November 23-30: National Bible Week e November 27 - Thanksgiving Day (USA)
(USA) — Read your Bible or a Bible story.

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus'Coming o TG2-9




for Children

Cood Neivs

Lesson Theme: Jesus rules with love and
forgiveness.

}Cood News

'esus Teaches Us to Forgive

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Share Experiences

Objectives e The children will:

® Recognize how teasing makes them feel.
® |dentify words of forgiveness.
® Distinguish between an accident and an intentional hurt.

Play and sing “CHOICES” (CD-1, #16) as you begin your
Good News session.

Gathering Prayer Invite a child to point to the current
Sunday on a Church Year calendar. Invite the children to pray each
line of this prayer after you: “Loving God, / help us learn how to
forgive / and how to ask for forgiveness. / We want to follow Jesus’
example. Amen.”

Cover Activity (page 1) Gatherinacircle. Distribute
Good News and invite the children to look at the three photos

on the cover. Explain that sometimes a bad thing happens even
though no one meant for it to happen. Ask: Which picture might
be an example of this? Bottom. Other times, a person isn't careful,
and a bad thing happens. The person may not have meant for it to
happen, but if they had been more careful, it wouldn't have. Ask:
Which picture might be an example of this? Top. And then there
are times when a person means to hurt another person or thing.
Ask: Which picture might be an example of this? Middle.

Invite the children to look at the three photos and the
forgiving words on the cover. Give them quiet time to think about
each situation and find a voice balloon of what each person might
say.

Invite three volunteers to share their interpretation of a photo
and the characters’ possible words. Ask: What could help fix the
harm done? What parts of forgiveness do you see in the stories?
Asking for forgiveness, forgiving, making the situation better.

Story ¢ Clown Shoes (page 2) Remain in the circle.
Invite the children to turn to page 2. Read aloud the title and
look at the pictures. Read aloud the story with different children
reading parts (Mari’s mom, Mari, Anna, Eli, Miss Wade). You can

read the narrative parts.
Discuss the first question, then ask: Did Mari shouting at

Eli and Anna stop their teasing? No. Ask: Which picture
on page 1is this story most like? Middle. Discuss the second
question. Then ask: How will Eli and Anna treat Mari now? Do you
think they will apologize for making fun of Mari’s shoes?

Discuss the Know questions related to the story.

162-10

Teasing is hurtful and, especially if persistent, bullying
behavior. Invite the children to share ideas about how to stop
a bully. The stopbullying.gov website recommends these
strategies: (1) Look at the person bullying you and tell him or her
to stop in a calm, clear voice. (2) Laugh it off. It could catch the
person bullying you off guard. (3) Walk away and stay away. Don't
fight back. Find an adult to stop the bullying on the spot.

The website gives suggestions for staying safe from bullies:
(1) Talk to an adult you trust. Don't keep your feelings inside. The
adult can help you make a plan to stop the bullying. (2) Stay away
from places where bullying happens. Stay near adults and other
children.

Stretch and Sing Play and sing“God’s Lovels..."
(CD-2, #6). Lead the children in making gestures.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine

Objectives e The children will:

® |dentify Jesus as our King.
® |dentify God’s kingdom as one of love and forgiveness.
® Review the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation.

Stand and sing “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24) to
prepare for the proclamation of the Gospel.

Sunday Gospel ¢ Jesus Is a Forgiving King
(page 3) This Gospel is about a time when Jesus was in a
powerless position and people laughed at him. Turn to page 3 and
give the children time to examine the pictures and the text. Some
of them may know what happens in this story, so invite them to
tell it. Then invite six volunteers to proclaim the Gospel.
1. Willingness to accept God's will for him, ability to listen
to another person through his own pain, power to forgive.
Recall the power Mari showed in her willingness to forgive her

enemies and call them into relationship with her. 2. Jesus is not
like a ruler on earth. Jesus forgives, loves, and serves.

Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.

i Connecting Gospel and Doctrine

e (page 3) Read aloud“Jesus Is Our King." This
summarizes the Gospel message and bridges to the
(atholic Faith Word.

Catholic Faith Word ¢ Kingdom of God (page 3)
Read the definition. The Kingdom of God is difficult for even adults
to grasp. That was true in the time of Jesus too. He told many
parables about what the Kingdom of God (or Kingdom of Heaven)



November 23, 2025 * Solemnity of Christ the King

is like (e.g., treasure buried in a field, pearl of great price, yeast,
mustard seed, fishing net). Jesus used things and situations
the people listening could relate to in order to help them catch
a glimpse of or begin to grasp something that was already in
their presence (Jesus himself) but not yet fulfilled.

Try not to get bogged down in trying to explain the
Kingdom of God. Emphasize instead the points that being
friends with Jesus, loving and forgiving, and doing God’s will
are our way into this kingdom.

Y49 Distribute the children’s What the Church
@' Believes and Teaches handbooks.

What the Church
Believes and
Teaches

Penance and Reconciliation
(page 23), Act of Contrition
(page 47)

Refer to the last sentence in the Connecting Gospel and
Doctrine feature. Ask: What is in the hearts of all people in
the Kingdom of God? God's love and forgiveness. Ask: What
sacrament did the Gospel story make you think of? Why?
Penance and Reconciliation. One criminal admitted he had done
wrong things. Jesus told him he would be in Heaven that day.
(Jesus forgave him.)

Talk about the importance of forgiveness in daily life. Ask:
What is the mood like at home when you are not getting along
with your brother or sister? How do you make things right
again?

Distribute the children’s Catechism handbooks and direct
the children to turn to page 23. Ask: What is happening in the

photo? A boy and priest are talking together in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation.

Ask: What do you know about or what is your experience
of the Sacrament of Reconciliation? Give the children time to
share what they know or have experienced.

Direct the children to the first column on page 23.
Summarize the opening paragraph. Emphasize that this
sacrament is a celebration of God's loving forgiveness and that
itis God who reconciles us to himself. Invite four volunteers to
each read one of the bullet points.

Invite the children to look at the second column on page
23. Ask: What does the sinner do? Be sorry for sins, confess

sins, accept and complete a penance. Ask: What does the priest

do? Listens to our confession, assigns a penance, prays prayer of
absolution. Ask: What does God do? Forgives us and reconciles us to
himself and the Church.

Review the Act of Contrition on page 47. Distribute copies of
this prayer for the children to take home to learn and practice.

o Have the children close the What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks and return to Good News, page 4.

Live the Gospel

Objective The children will consider ways to accept
consequences and ask for forgiveness.

Activity e How Do | Ask for Forgiveness?

(page 4) This activity invites the children to consider how a child
can own up to what he or she has done, make the situation better,
accept consequences, and ask for forgiveness. Distribute pencils and
read aloud the situations one at a time. Give the children time to
reflect before you accept suggestions for owning the problem, fixing
it, and saying “I'm sorry.” Conclude by asking: How can Anna and Eli
(story, page 2) accept responsibility for their actions?

Closing Prayer Gatherina circle and invite the children to
think of one person they need to forgive and hold that person in
their heart. Pray the Lord’s Prayer together.

Bring your prayer and Good News session to a close by
playing and singing “You've Got to Love Them” ((D-2, #20).

Lesson Wrap-Up
& Nome @

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu
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Y CoodNews

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this
week’s lesson assessment.

Use Activity #18 from the Good News Activity Book as a
take-home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus'Coming o TG2-11
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for Children

Cood Neibvs

Matthew 24:37-44

November 30, 2025 ¢ 1st Sunday of Advent
Sunday Readings: Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14;

!Cood Neiws

Jesus Will Come Again

For Catechists and Teachers

Scripture Background

This Sunday’s Gospel could be seen as part two of the Gospel from 11/16. Part 1: Jesus tells of
hard things that will happen before the end of the world. He tells us to be faithful and trust God.
Part 2: Jesus tells us to be ready for when he comes again. Sunday’s First Reading from Isaiah
asks us to work for peace by keeping God's Law.

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine

Good News invites the children to greet the season of Advent as a time to prepare, to get ready.
This season is a time of joyful anticipation and preparation—for the celebration of Christmas
(Jesus'first coming) and the Second Coming. No one knows when Jesus will come again. Advent
reminds us to live as if today is the day of Jesus’ Second Coming. Advent invites us to change and
grow to be more like Jesus.

In“the liturgy of Advent each year, [the Church] makes present this ancient expectancy of the
Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the Savior’s first coming, the faithful renew
their ardent desire for his second coming” (C(C, 524).

Sharing the Lesson with Families

Explain to parents that Good News invites the children to slow down the rush to Christmas and to
focus on the time of Advent. Suggest that parents ask their child about what Advent is and use a
common tradition of an Advent wreath or chain as a family activity this season.

Materials
® (ood News Student Lesson for 11/30

e (atechism handbook, pages 18,57 & 11

e audio player & Promise/Good News CDs

® Advent wreath, Church Year calendar

® scissors, pencils, crayons

e world map or globe

NOTE: Cut slits in the Advent wreaths (page 1)
in advance.

Suggested Music
® “The Promise, Part 1”(CD-1, #1)
® “Gospel Acclamation” ((D-2, #24)

Lesson Resources

® Good News Activity Book, Activity #31

® |esson Assessment (gospelweeklies.com/
assessment)

® Video Links (gospelweeklies.com/weekly-
videos)

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides

Note: These pacing guides are suggestions for how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

60-Minute Lesson

Share Experiences (15-20 minutes)

e Gathering Song & Prayer @ “The Promise, Part 17 (CD-1, #1)
e Story @ A Visit from Isaiah: An Advent Play (page 2)

® Discuss the Know questions related to the story.

Gospel Ritual ® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)
Sunday Gospel @ Jesus Tells Us to Be Ready (page 3)
Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.
Catholic Faith Word @ Second Coming (page 3)
Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3)

364w Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 18.

Live the Gospel (15-20 minutes)

e Activity ® Advent Wreath and Candle (pages 1 & 4)

e Activity ® God Gives Us Rules (page 4)
e (losing Prayer & Song @ “The Promise, Part 1”(CD-1, #1)

Take-Home

® (Good News Activity Book, Activity #31

e Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and
do the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 4 together.

Take-Home

90-Minute Lesson

Share Experiences (20-25 minutes)

e (Gathering Song & Prayer ® “The Promise, Part 1” (CD-1, #1)
o Story @ AVisit from Isaiah: An Advent Play (page 2)

e Discuss the Know questions related to the story.

e Activity ® Now or Then?

Gospel Ritual ® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)

Sunday Gospel @ Jesus Tells Us to Be Ready (page 3)

Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.

Catholic Faith Word @ Second Coming (page 3)

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3)

%@ Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 18.

o Activity ® Good News Activity Book, Activity #31

Live the Gospel (15-20 minutes)

e Activity ® Advent Wreath and Candle (pages 1&4)
o Activity ® God Gives Us Rules (page 4)
e (losing Prayer & Song @ “The Promise, Part 1”7 (CD-1, #1)

Remind the students to share their lesson with their families and
do the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 4 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, 0CIA, and summer intensive pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacing-plans



Lesson Theme: Jesus will come again.

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide
Note: This pacing quide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 1 Day 4
Share Experiences Live the Gospel
e (Gathering Song @ “The Promise, Part 1” (CD-1, #1) ® (Gathering Prayer e Loving God, help us to always make loving
e Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-14) choices. Amen. (Repeat.)
e Story e AVisit from Isaiah: An Advent Play (page 2) e Activity ® Advent Wreath and Candle (pages 1 & 4)
o Discuss the Know questions related to the story. o Activity ® God Gives Us Rules (page 4)
e Activity ® Now or Then? ® (losing Prayer ® Dear Jesus, we prepare to celebrate your birth.
e (losing Prayer ® Loving God, help us to trust in your promises. Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. (Repeat.)
Amen. (Repeat.)
Day 5
Day 2 M

® Gathering Prayer ® Dear Jesus, we prepare to celebrate your

Discover Gospel and Doctrine birth. Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. (Repeat.)

e Gathering Prayer ® Loving God, help us to trust in your promises. ® Weekly Lesson Assessment
Amen. (Repeat.) o (losing Prayer (see page TG2-15)

© Gospel Ritual ® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24) e (losing Song ® “The Promise, Part 1” (CD-1, #1)

® Sunday Gospel  Jesus Tells Us to Be Ready (page 3) .

e Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel. Friday Take-Home

e Catholic Faith Word e Second Coming (page 3) Remind the students to share their lesson with their families and

e Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3) do the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 4 together.

e (losing Prayer ® Loving God, help us to be ready when Jesus Ve N
comes again. Amen. (Repeat.) Curriculum Connections

Day 3 ® Sci: Discuss how some things take a long time to occur while

_ _ other things happen quickly. Direct your students to use
® Gathering Prayer ® Loving God, help us to be ready when Jesus information from different sources to show that earth events

lfomes again. Amen. (Repeat.) can occur quickly or slowly (volcanic eruptions, erosion of rocks,
399 Distribute the students’ What the Church Believes etc.). (2-ESS1-1)
and Teacheshandbooks. Turn to page 18.
o Activity ® Good News Activity Book, Activity #31
e (losing Prayer ® Loving God, help us to always make loving

e Math: Give your students manipulative counters and direct
them to determine whether they were given an odd or even
number of counters by pairing objects and counting by two.

choices. Amen. (Repeat.) (CCSS.Math.Content.2.0.C.3)
- J
Extending the Lesson
Catholic Identity Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate
Project of the Week e December 1: Saint Charles de Foucauld — e December 4: Saint John Damascene — John is
We spend the weeks of Advent (anonized in May 2022, Charles was born in best known for defending Christian art, especially
preparing our hearts to celebrate 1858 to a French aristocratic family. As a teen, he icons. Those who believed Christians worshiped
Jesus’birth. Make a list of ways your rejected the Catholic faith and joined the French the images worked to destroy the images. John
students can do this. Then invite army. Jews and Muslims he met in Algeria and argued that Christians don’t worship the images
each child to commit to doing one Morocco inspired his return to Catholicism. He and that since Christ took a physical form, the
of these actions throughout Advent. wished to imitate the “hidden life’—the ordinary Church could depict him in images. Act: Pray with
Check weekly how they are doing life—of Jesus in Nazareth. Seized in a raid and

a religious image.
December 6: Saint Nicholas — Ask: What secret
kind act can you do?
Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus'Coming o TG2-13

with their commitments. shot to death in 1916, he is inspiration for five A
religious communities.



for Children

Cood Neibs

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Share Experiences

Objectives e The children will:

® Recognize Isaiah as a prophet.
® |dentify that following God’s Law leads to peace.
o |dentify differences between our time and biblical times.

Gather in a circle and sing “The Promise, Part 1"
(CD-1, #1) to begin your Good News session.

Gathering Prayer Gatherin a prayer circle around the
Advent wreath. Invite a child to point to the current Sunday on a
Church Year calendar. Invite the children to share what they know
about Advent. Light one violet candle. Pray: “Loving God, during
Advent, we prepare to celebrate Jesus’ coming at Christmas. Help
us grow to love him more."The children respond, “Amen.”

Story ¢ A Visit from Isaiah: An Advent Play
(page 2) Ifyou have aworld map or globe, point out Israel. In
Isaiah’s time, about 700 years before Jesus, the country was divided
intwo. The northern part was called Israel. The southern part was
called Judah (Judea). Jerusalem was the capital of Judah.

Assign the parts in the play or organize the children into four
groups and have each group read one child’s part. Take the part of
Isaiah or assign it to a good reader.

' Discuss the Know questions related to the story.
& Then ask: What message had God given Isaiah to pass on?

Activity » Now or Then? Play a game about how life
today is different from life in the times of Isaiah or Jesus. Count
off into two teams and form lines. The two children at the front of
the lines compete against each other to answer the question by
saying, “Now,”“Then,” or “Now and Then.” After their turn, players
move to the end of their lines.

Here are some examples. You can add some of your own.

Now: Children ride bicycles. People buy most of their food at
grocery stores. People eat meat with most meals. People use
computers and cell phones.

Then: People walk most places. People wear sandals or go
barefoot. Only boys go to school. Women wear a head covering in
public. People eat two meals a day. Women get water from a well.
(lothes are made at home. People grow most of their food. People
think the world is flat.

Now and Then: There are many wars. People play checkers.
People learn God's Law. Children enjoy playing ball. People pay
taxes. Some people travel a long way to their work.
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Lesson Theme: Jesus will come again.

IGood News

esus Will Come Again

it e vt ok v vy

Discover Gospel and Doctrine

Objectives e The children will:

® |dentify that Jesus will come again.
® Recognize that we need to be ready for Jesus’ return.
® |dentify Advent as a time of getting ready.

Stand and sing “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24) to
prepare for the Gospel proclamation.

Sunday Gospel * Jesus Tells Us to Be Ready
(page 3) Invite a volunteer to proclaim the Gospel. If you
have several volunteers, you may wish to break the Gospel
proclamation into five parts by paragraph. Note that Jesus is
talking about himself when he says“the Son of Man.”

Hearing about Jesus’ Second Coming can be confusing when
children experience Advent as a time to get ready to celebrate
Jesus’birth. Jesus promised he would come again at the world’s
end. We need to be ready to greet Jesus when he returns too.

Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.
Give the children time to consider how they can be ready
to greet Jesus at his return. Then invite them to share.

Catholic Faith Word ¢ Second Coming (page 3)
Read aloud the definition of Second Coming. Ask: When was Jesus’
first coming? His birth over 2,000 years ago. Explain that Advent

is a time to get ready to celebrate Christmas (Jesus’first coming)
and to think about how well we are getting ready for Jesus’
Second Coming. We might or might not be alive on earth when
Jesus comes again, but Jesus tells us to be ready. That means
making loving choices every day.

*

A Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3)

s Read aloud“Advent Is a Time to Grow.” Advent is more
than preparing for Christmas. Advent is also a time for
changing and growing to be more like Jesus.

Y9 Distribute the children’s What the Church
@' Believes and Teaches handbooks.

What the Church
Believes and Teaches

~ Advent (pages 18 and 57),
Creed: | believe . . . [Jesus] will
' come to judge the living and
£ the dead (page 11)




November 30, 2025 ¢ 1st Sunday of Advent

Read aloud the summary of Advent on page 18 of the
Catechism handbook. Then direct the children to turn to the
inside back cover. Give them a moment to look over the page.
(all attention to the chart. It is a model of the Church Year.
Ask: Does the Church Year begin on January 1st? No—First
Sunday of Advent. Ask: Is the Church Year divided into months?
No—seasons or times.

Direct the children to find the Advent arrow. Invite a
volunteer to read the paragraph about Advent. Each liturgical
season has its own color. Advent’s color of violet is for waiting
and hoping. Distribute crayons and direct the children to color
the Advent wedge violet (purple).

Invite the children to turn to page 11 in their handbooks.
Ask: What is the name of the prayer these words in green
come from? Apostles’ Creed. A creed is a statement of what we
believe. Invite a volunteer to read the words next to the third
blue diamond. Point out that “there” refers to Heaven.

Ask: What happens after a person dies? He is judged on how
well he followed God. Read aloud the questions in the first
paragraph of that section. The Church calls this the individual
(or particular) judgment. Depending on how we have lived,
we will go to Heaven, Purgatory, or Hell. Heaven and Hell are
forever, but Purgatory is a “stop” on the way to Heaven.

Ask: What do we call Jesus' coming again at the end of

time? Second Coming. Ask: Will we be alive on earth when this
happens? Nobody knows. Jesus tells us to be ready. At the end of
the world, there will be a general judgment when the loving and
unloving actions of all people will be shown (revealed).

o Have the children close the What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks and return to Good News, page 1.

Live the Gospel

Objectives e The children will:
® |dentify this Sunday as the start of Advent.

® Review the Ten Commandments and Great Commandment.

Activity » Advent Wreath and Candle (pages 1
and 4) Ask: According to Isaiah, what does following God’s Law
lead to? Peace. Ask: How can children be peacemakers? Invite the
children to turn to page 1. This is an Advent wreath they can take
home. They will add a candle every week of Advent.

Invite a volunteer to read the sentence in the middle of the
wreath. Read aloud the direction. Distribute crayons and pencils.
Give the children time to complete this part of the activity.

Distribute scissors and invite the children to find the Advent
candle (page 4, bottom). Direct them to finish the prayer, color
the flame, and cut out the candle. Show them how to put their
candles in their Advent wreaths. Encourage them to pray the
prayer with their families.

Activity » God Gives Us Rules (page 4) Ask: What
did Isaiah say would bring peace? Following God’s Law. Ask: What
do we call ten of God's laws? The Ten Commandments. Invite

a volunteer to read the first three commandments on page 4.
These commandments tell us how to love and honor God. Invite
a volunteer to read the rest of the commandments. These seven
commandments tell us how to love others.

When someone asked Jesus which commandment is most
important, he summed them up in the Great Commandment.
Explain how to do the puzzle and give the children time to complete
it. Answer: Love the Lord your God and love your neighbor as

yourself.

Closing Prayer Gatherina prayer circle. Invite the children
to respond “Then there will be peace” after each line you read.
Pray: “Rejoice, all you people. Jesus Christ is coming very soon.
Someday, all people will know God’s Law. (Response.)

God's Law is this: We must love God and love others as we love
ourselves. (Response.)

Our dream is for all people to know and keep God’s Law.
(Response.) Help us to work for peace. Amen.”

End your prayer and gathering by playing and singing
“The Promise, Part 1”7 (CD-1, #1).

Lesson Wrap-Up

...........................

""""" Y CoodNews
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Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this
week’s lesson assessment.

Use Activity #31 from the Good News Activity Book as a
take-home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus'Coming e TG2-15



for Children

Cood Neibvs

For Catechists and Teachers

Scripture Background

In Sunday’s Gospel, John the Baptist fulfills Isaiah’s prophecy of the one wi
for the Messiah. John tells people that God’s coming is near and urges the

baptizes those who repent of their sins and resolve to turn their hearts to God.

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine

People came from all over to hear John the Baptist preach. John wanted them to turn to God.

Turning to God means turning away from being selfish and sinning. Peopl
for their sins, and John baptized them.

When we are baptized, we become children of God, members of the Church, and are freed

from Original Sin. Baptism is the start of our journey to become saints.

“Through the prophets, God forms his people in the hope of salvation,

of a new and everlasting Covenant intended for all, to be written on their

“St. John the Baptist is the Lord’s immediate precursor or forerunner, sent to prepare his way.

‘Prophet of the Most High, John surpasses all the prophets, of whom he is
Sharing the Lesson with Families

Remind parents to help their child add the second candle to their Advent wreath and to pray
and work for peace. Encourage parents to talk with their child about why people put so much

December 7, 2025 * 2nd Sunday of Advent
Sunday Readings: Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-9;

{Cood News

Turn Gur Hearts to God

Matthew 3:1-12

Materials
Good News Student Lesson for 12/7
(atechism handbook, pages 13, 40 & 46
audio player & Promise/Good News (Ds
Advent wreath, Church Year calendar
pencils, crayons, drawing paper

copies of Hail Mary (one per child)
scissors

Suggested Music

e “The Promise, Part 2" (CD-1, #2)
® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)
e “Saints” (CD-2, #22)

Lesson Resources

® Good News Activity Book, Activity #29

® |esson Assessment (gospelweeklies.com/
assessment)

 Video Links (gospelweeklies.com/weekly-
videos)

ho prepares the way
m to prepare. He

e said they were sorry

in the expectation
hearts” (((C, 64).

the last” (CCC, 523).

time and energy into preparing for Christmas. Suggest that parents encourage words and

actions that please Jesus over pleasing Santa.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides

Note: These pacing quides are suggestions for how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

60-Minute Lesson

e Gathering Song & Prayer ® “The Promise, Part 2” (CD-1, #2)

e (over Activity (page 1)

e First Reading (Isaiah 11:1-10) @ Isaiah Prepares the Way (page 2)
o (atholic Faith Word  prophet (page 2)

® Gospel Ritual ® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)
Sunday Gospel ® John Prepares the Way (page 2)
Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.
Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3)

P Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 13.

Live the Gospel (15-20 minutes)

e Activity ® What Actions Show Love? (pages 3—4)
e (losing Prayer & Song @ “The Promise, Part 2” (CD-1, #2)

Take-Home

® Good News Activity Book, Activity #29

e Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and
do the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 4 together.

16G2-16

90-Minute Lesson

® (athering Song & Prayer ® “The Promise, Part 2” (CD-1, #2)

e Cover Activity (page 1)

e First Reading (Isaiah 11:1-10) e Isaiah Prepares the Way (page 2)
e (atholic Faith Word @ prophet (page 2)

o Activity e Stretch and Move

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (45-50 minutes)

® Gospel Ritual ® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)

© Sunday Gospel ® John Prepares the Way (page 2)

o Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.

e (onnecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3)

4w Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 13.

o Activity ® Good News Activity Book, Activity #29

Live the Gospel (15-20 minutes)

o Activity ® What Actions Show Love? (pages 3-4)
® (losing Prayer & Song @ “The Promise, Part 2" (CD-1, #2)
Take-Home

Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and do
the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 4 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, 0CIA, and summer intensive pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacing-plans



Lesson Theme: We turn our hearts to God.

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide
Note: This pacing quide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 1
Share Experiences

Gathering Song @ “The Promise, Part 2” ((D-1, #2)

Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-18)

Cover Activity (page 1)

First Reading (Isaiah 11:1-10) e Isaiah Prepares the Way (page 2)
Catholic Faith Word e prophet (page 2)

Activity @ Stretch and Move

Closing Prayer ® Loving God, thank you for people who teach us
about you. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine

e Gathering Prayer ® Loving God, thank you for people who teach us
about you. Amen. (Repeat.)

Gospel Ritual ® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)

Sunday Gospel ® John Prepares the Way (page 2)

Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3)

Closing Prayer ® Loving God, help us turn our hearts to you. Amen.
(Repeat.)

Day 3
o Gathering Prayer ® Loving God, help us turn our hearts to you.
Amen. (Repeat.)

N2

=97 Distribute the students’ What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 13.
o Activity ® Good News Activity Book, Activity #29
e (losing Prayer ® Loving God, help us to become saints in Heaven
someday. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 4

Live the Gospel

® (Gathering Prayer ® Loving God, help us to become saints in
Heaven someday. Amen. (Repeat.)

e Activity ® What Actions Show Love? (pages 3—4)

® (losing Prayer e Loving God, help us to always make loving
choices. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5

® Gathering Prayer e Loving God, help us to always make loving
choices. Amen. (Repeat.)

® Weekly Lesson Assessment

® (losing Prayer (see page TG2-19)

® (losing Song ® “The Promise, Part 2" (CD-1, #2)

Friday Take-Home

Remind the students to share their lesson with their families and
do the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 4 together.

~
Curriculum Connections
® Sci: Remind your students that John the Baptist lived in the
desert. Together, research and generate a list of characteristics
of deserts. Using this information, direct your students to make
a list of organisms that can survive well, less well, or not at all
in a desert. (3-L54-3)

® SS: Give your students maps of various regions of the world.
In small groups, direct them to describe the physical and
environmental characteristics of the various regions. Then
invite them to work together to explain why the various

characteristics differ among regions.(D2.Geo.10.3-5)

- J

Extending the Lesson
Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate

Catholic Identity
Project of the Week

Mary is an incredibly important person
to Jesus and to us. As a group, create an
“All About Mary” poster that highlights
the characteristics of Mary that make
her so special. If possible, hang this
poster where others in the parish can
learn about Mary too.

® December 8: The Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary — On this day,
a Holy Day of Obligation, we celebrate the
mystery of Mary, the mother of Jesus, being
conceived without sin by the power of the Holy e December 12: Our Lady of Guadalupe
Spirit. As God's choice as bearer of Jesus, she
was a spotless vessel from the moment of her
conception in her mother’s womb. She remained
free of all personal sin throughout her life.

® December 10: Our Lady of Loreto — During
the Crusades, the home of Mary and site of the
Annunciation was transported to Loreto, Italy.
Ask: How can you imitate the virtues of Mary?

(USA) — Our Lady appeared to Saint Juan Diego
(feast day: December 9) near modern-day
Mexico City. It took two miracles to convince
the bishop to believe Juan's story. Our Lady of
Guadalupe is patron of the Americas.

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus'Coming e TG2-17



for Children

Cood Neibvs

Share Experiences

Objectives e The children will:

® |dentify ways people get ready to celebrate Christmas.
® Recognize Isaiah as a prophet.

Gather in a circle and sing “The Promise, Part 2"
(CD-1, #2) to begin your Good News session.

Gathering Prayer Gather around the Advent wreath and
light two violet candles. Invite a child to point to the current
Sunday on a Church Year calendar. Pray: “Loving God, you sent
Jesus to show us how to live together in peace. Bless us as we try
to be peacemakers.” The children respond, “Amen.”

Cover Activity (page 1) Move to the work area.
Distribute Good News and pencils or crayons. Read aloud the first
question on page 1. Give the children time to find and circle all
the Christmas preparations they find. Make note of preparations
that go into the deeper meaning of Christmas—Nativity scene,
care for poor people, songs about Jesus. Invite them to share what
they found. Continue with the other questions.

First Reading (Isaiah 11:1-10) ¢ Isaiah Prepares
the Way (page 2) Invite the children to turn to page 2.
Explain that Isaiah was a prophet who spoke God’s message.

Invite two volunteers to take the Narrator parts and read
through the first two Narrator parts. Ask: Who remembers how
long before Jesus that Isaiah lived? 700 years. Ask: Who is the
great leader—the Messiah—that God promised to send? Jesus.
Ask: Who is the person Isaiah says will come to help us prepare for
the Messiah? John the Baptist. Tell the children that they will hear
about John the Baptist in Sunday’s Gospel.

Catholic Faith Word ¢ prophet (page 2) Read
the definition of prophet. Explain that both Isaiah and John
the Baptist were prophets. We hear about other prophets in
the Old Testament. Some of their names are Ezekiel, Jeremiah,
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk,
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.

Ask: Who knows the story of Jonah? The children may not
know that he was on the ship because he was trying to run away
from God. God had asked him to be a prophet—to tell the people
of Nineveh they needed to change their wicked ways and turn
back to God. Jonah knew that it isn't easy to be a prophet because
people don't always want to listen to messages from God, so he
ran away. Ask: What happened to Jonah after he spent three days
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Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Lesson Theme: We turn our hearts to God.

in the big fish’s belly? The fish spit him out. He went to Nineveh
and told the people God wanted them to change their ways and
turn back to him. The peaple listened and turned back to God.

Activity e Stretch and Move Lead the children in
these movements: Reach and touch the stars. / Reach higher and
touch the moon. / Touch your knees, your ankles, your toes. /
Touch your shoulders, the stars, your toes, your shoulders. / Jump
to the right. / Jump to the left. / Twist to the right. / Twist to the
left. / Reach for the Christmas star high in the sky.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine

Objectives e The children will:

® |dentify John as a prophet who prepared for Jesus.
® |dentify the Church as the Communion of Saints.
® Recognize that God calls all of us to be saints.

Stand and sing “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24) to
prepare for the proclamation of the Gospel.

Sunday Gospel ® John Prepares the Way
(page 2) Point out that Sunday’s Gospel begins under the
picture of Isaiah at John. Assign new Narrators (1and 2) and the
other parts. Direct the children to proclaim the Gospel.

Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.
- 1. Penance and Reconciliation. Our sins are also forgiven
at Baptism and the Anointing of the Sick. We also ask for
God’s forgiveness at the beginning of every Mass.
2. Jesus.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine

(page 3) Read“We Turn to God.” Emphasize the
second paragraph. Ask: Did you know that all baptized
people are on a journey to become saints? What is a saint? A holy
person who loved and served God on earth and now enjoys a life
of happiness with God in Heaven. Ask: Who here wants to be a
saint? Explain that all the people in Heaven are saints, so if we
want to go to Heaven, we have to work to become saints. God
wants all of his children to go to Heaven and be saints.

! 1&!\@,
MAERR .

4w Distribute the children’s What the Church
@' Believes and Teaches handbooks.



December 7, 2025 * 2nd Sunday of Advent
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Communion of Saints (page 13),
Praying with the Saints (page 40),
Hail Mary (page 46)

Direct the children to turn to page 13 in their Catechism
handbooks. Ask: Who remembers what a creed is? A statement
of what we believe. Explain that they are going to learn about
another belief that’s in the Apostles’ Creed. Invite a volunteer

to read the first green heading and the first paragraph. Explain
that another name for the Church is the Communion of Saints.
This includes saints in Heaven, souls in Purgatory on their way to
Heaven, and saints-in-training on earth—us!

Ask: What are the names of some of the saints? The children
should easily come up with Saint Nicholas whose feast is on 12/6.
Ask: Is our parish named for a saint? Do we know the names of all the
saints? No. Some special saints are named by the Church (canonized),
but there are many saints in Heaven whose names we don't know.

Invite avolunteer to read the last paragraph about saints

on page 13.Then direct the children to turn to page 40 in their
handbooks. Invite a volunteer to read the first paragraph under
“Praying with the Communion of Saints. Tell the children that we
can always take our prayers straight to God, and we can also ask
the saints for their help and guidance. They know how hard it can
be to make loving choices and follow Jesus. Read aloud the next
paragraph. Emphasize that just as we say prayers for people we
care about, we can ask the saints to pray with us and for us.

Invite the children to think about how they can become saints
and to imagine themselves as saints. Distribute drawing paper and
crayons and direct them to print Saint and their first name across
the top of the paper. Invite them each to draw a self-portrait. Then
direct them to write one or two sentences about how they follow
Jesus. As the children draw, play “Saints” ((D-2, #22).

Ask: Who was the very first follower of Jesus? His mother,
Mary. That makes her a very special saint. Tell them we celebrate
the Immaculate Conception of Mary on 12/8. And another feast
of Mary is on 12/12—Our Lady of Guadalupe. Ask: What is a
special prayer we say to Mary? Hail Mary. If the children do not
yet have this prayer memorized, direct them to turn to page 46
and find the Hail Mary. Pray this prayer together. Send home
copies of this prayer if the children still need to learn it.

= Have the children close the What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks and return to Good News, page 4.

Live the Gospel

Objectives e The children will:

® |dentify how loving leaders act.
® (Commit to making peace in their classroom.

Activity » What Actions Show Love? (pages 3-4)
Read aloud the directions at the top of page 4. Distribute scissors
and direct the children to cut apart the story cards.

Give groups of children time to act out the stories on all four
cards and possible solutions. Gather as a large group. Give each
small group time to present one of the stories and their solution.
The other children may critique it.

Move to the work area and distribute pencils and crayons.
Direct the children to write a peace resolution for this week on
the Advent candle (page 4, top), color the flame, and cut it out.
Remind the children to take their candles home and insert them
into their Advent wreaths.

Closing Prayer Lead the children in this prayer:

Leader: The world will be filled with happiness and peace when
we know and follow God’s Law. All: We want peace.

Leader: Let’s decide on a way to have peace among us in our
classroom.

(Children discuss and decide on an action they will all do.)

Leader: We will put a peace prayer on this second Advent candle.
(Add a candle to the class Advent wreath.)

Lead the children in praying and singing “The Promise,
Part 2" (CD-1, #2) to bring your Good News session to a close.

Lesson Wrap-Up

..............................

GospelWeeklies ..o

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download
this week’s lesson assessment.

Use Activity #29 from the Good News Activity Book as a
take-home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus'Coming o TG2-19
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December 14, 2025 * 3rd Sunday of Advent/
Gaudete Sunday
Sunday Readings: Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10; James 5:7-10;

Cood Neivs

{Good News

Gud Sends Messages of Joy

For Catechists and Teachers
Scripture Background

In Sunday’s Gospel, John the Baptist sends his friends to ask Jesus if he is the one for whom
the Jewish people have been waiting—the Messiah. Jesus answers by telling John’s followers

to take notice of his loving and healing actions.

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine

Jesus points to his healing miracles to show John’s friends that he is the Messiah. God
promised the Jewish people that he would send a Messiah to save them. Jesus is the Savior
that God sent. We show our belief in Jesus by choosing to love, forgive, and share as he did.
“Jesus accompanies his words with many ‘mighty works and wonders and signs, which
manifest that the kingdom is present in him and attest that he was the promised Messiah”

Matthew 11:2-11

Materials e
Good News Student Lesson for 12/14
(atechism handbook, pages 27-29

audio player & Promise/Good News (Ds
Advent wreath, Church Year calendar
crayons, pencils

index cards (one per child)

Suggested Music

® “The Promise, Part 2" (CD-1, #2)
e “God’s Lovels..." (CD-2, #6)
® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)

(CCC, 547, citing Acts 2:22). “The word ‘Christ’ comes from the Greek translation of the Hebrew ® “CHOICES" (CD-1, #16)

Messiah, which means ‘anointed” (CCC, 436).
Sharing the Lesson with Families

Remind parents to help their child add the third candle to their Advent wreath and to pray for
peace in their family. Encourage them to ask their child why the candle is rose (pink). Suggest

that parents discuss with their child how they can bring joy to others.

Lesson Resources

® Good News Activity Book, Activity #26

® Lesson Assessment (gospelweeklies.com/
assessment)

e Video Links (gospelweeklies.com/weekly-
videos)

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides

Note: These pacing quides are suggestions for how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

60-Minute Lesson

Share Experiences (15-20 minutes)

Gathering Song & Prayer @ “The Promise, Part 2" (CD-1, #2)
Activity ® J-0-Y

Cover Activity (page 1)

First Reading ® The Messiah Will Bring Joy (page 2)

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (25-30 minutes)
Gospel Ritual @ “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)

Sunday Gospel ® John Asks if Jesus Is the Messiah (page 3)
Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.

Catholic Faith Word e Messiah (page 4)

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3)

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and
Teacheshandbooks. Turn to page 27.

Live the Gospel (15-20 minutes)

® Role Play ® We Can Make Peace in Our Families

e Activity ® We Sing with Joy (page 4)

® (losing Prayer & Song @ “The Promise, Part 2" (CD-1, #2)

Take-Home

® Good News Activity Book, Activity #26

® Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and
do the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 4 together.

v, © © o @

90-Minute Lesson

Gathering Song & Prayer @ “The Promise, Part 2” ((D-1, #2)
Activity @ J-0-Y

Cover Activity (page 1)

First Reading ® The Messiah Will Bring Joy (page 2)
Activity @ Stretch and Sing “God’s Love Is ... " (CD-2, #6)

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (45-50 minutes)
Gospel Ritual ® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)
Sunday Gospel ® John Asks if Jesus Is the Messiah (page 3)
Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.
Catholic Faith Word e Messiah (page 4)
Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3)
Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 27.

o Activity ® Good News Activity Book, Activity #26

Live the Gospel (15-20 minutes)

® Role Play ® We Can Make Peace in Our Families

e Activity ® We Sing with Joy (page 4)

e (losing Prayer & Song @ “The Promise, Part 2" (CD-1, #2)
Take-Home

Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and
do the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 4 together.

v, ® ®© ®© @ ®
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For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, 0CIA, and summer intensive pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacing-plans



Lesson Theme: God sends messages of joy.

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide
Note: This pacing quide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 1
Share Experiences

Gathering Song @ “The Promise, Part 2” (CD-1, #2)

Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-22)

Activity ® J-0-Y

Cover Activity (page 1)

First Reading ® The Messiah Will Bring Joy (page 2)

Activity e Stretch and Sing “God’s Love s .. . ” (CD-2, #6)

Closing Prayer ® Loving God, thank you for times of joy in our lives.
Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine

e Gathering Prayer ® Loving God, thank you for times of joy in our
lives. Amen. (Repeat.)

Gospel Ritual ® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)

Sunday Gospel ® John Asks if Jesus Is the Messiah (page 3)
Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.

Catholic Faith Word @ Messiah (page 4)

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3)

Closing Prayer ® Loving God, thank you for Jesus, our Messiah and
Savior. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
e Gathering Prayer ® Loving God, thank you for Jesus, our Messiah
and Savior. Amen. (Repeat.)
394 Distribute the students’ What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 27.

o Activity ® Good News Activity Book, Activity #26
e (losing Prayer ® Loving God, help us choose to follow you always.
Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 4
Live the Gospel

® (Gathering Prayer ® Loving God, help us choose to follow you
always. Amen. (Repeat.)

® Role Play ® We Can Make Peace in Our Families

o Activity ® We Sing with Joy (page 4)

® (losing Prayer ® Loving God, help us to make peace in our
families. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5

® (Gathering Prayer ® Loving God, help us to make peace in our
families. Amen. (Repeat.)

® Weekly Lesson Assessment

® (losing Prayer (see page TG2-23)

® (losing Song ® “The Promise, Part 2" (CD-1, #2)

Friday Take-Home

Remind the students to share their lesson with their families and
do the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 4 together.

\
Curriculum Connections

® ELA: Direct your students to learn about a saint. Invite them
to share orally about that saint with the class.
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.2.4)

e Tech: Invite your students to be messengers of the Good
News. Direct them to work individually or with a partner to
create a flyer to share with other people what they know

about Jesus. (ISTE2016.3
N ( : y,

Catholic Identity
Project of the Week

While there are many prophets

in Scripture, there are also
messengers of God in our world
today. Direct the children to
interview someone they identify
as a“messenger of God.” Or invite
a“messenger of God” to visit your
class and help the children prepare
questions to ask her or him.

e December 14: Gaudete Sunday — Gaudete (gow-
DEH-tay) means “rejoice.” It’s also the first word in
the entrance antiphon for today’s Mass: Gaudete in
domino semper, which means “Rejoice in the Lord
always.” Light the rose candle on your classroom
or home Advent wreath and tell the children that
this candle lets us know that were very close to
celebrating Jesus'birth! Pray: Lord Jesus, we wait
in joy to celebrate your birth. Amen.

Extending the Lesson
Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate

® December 17-23: The “0” Antiphons — The
starting words of each verse of “0 Come, 0 Come
Emmanuel”are the names 0Id Testament prophets
used for Christ: Wisdom of Our God Most High,
Leader of the House of Israel, Root of Jesse’s Stem,
Key of David, Radiant Dawn, King of All Nations
and Keystone of the Church, and Emmanuel. These
“0” Antiphons are prayed during Evening Prayer on
these final days of Advent.

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus'Coming o TG2-21



o  Lesson Theme: God sends messages of joy.
Cood Neiijs SESSL

{Cood News

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Share Experiences

Objectives e The children will:

® Recall a joyful experience through guided memory.
® |dentify Isaiah’s expectations of the Messiah.
® |dentify that God brings joy through Mary.

Play and sing “The Promise, Part 2" (CD-1, #2) to begin
your Good News session.

Gathering Prayer Gather around the Advent wreath and
light three candles, including the rose candle. Invite a child to
point to the current Sunday on a Church Year calendar. Pray:
“Jesus, we are excited that your birthday is getting closer! Help us
to bring peace and joy to others.The children respond, “Amen.”

Activity ® J-0-Y PrintJ-0-Y vertically on the board. Ask:
What is joy? What punctuation should we use? Exclamation mark.

Direct the children to close their eyes and place their hands on
their laps or desktops. Invite them to take a few slow, deep breaths.
Lead them through this guided memory exercise: Think of a time
when you felt joy. Maybe it was your birthday or Christmas, a special
visit, a vacation, a time you helped someone, your First Communion, a
recital or game, or when someone said they e proud of you ... . Picture
this event in your mind. How did your body feel joy? How did your face
show joy? Who was with you? What did they say? What did you say?
Hold on to that memory and slowly open your eyes.

Ask: How do you feel? Invite the children to look at the smiling
faces around the room. Read aloud what Jesus says about joy: “If you
keep my commandments, you will remain in my love. ... . | have told
you this so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be complete.
This is my commandment: love one another as | love you” (John
15:10-12). Ask: What does Jesus say will bring us joy? Loving Jesus,
obeying God’s commandments, loving one another.

Point to J-0-Y. Jesus wants our joy to “be complete.” He wants
us to have lots of joy. Print £-S-U-S after the J. Print T-H-E-R-S after
the 0. Print 0-U-R-S-E-L-F after the Y. If you love Jesus, others, and
yourself in that order, you will know lots of joy.

Cover Activity (page 1) Distribute Good News and direct

the children to look at the cover pictures. Ask: Who are these

people? Top: Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe. Bottom: Juan Diego.

Invite four volunteers to read the paragraphs on page 1. Stop after

each paragraph. Direct the children to show with their faces:

1. How Juan Diego felt when Mary appeared to him

2. How Juan Diego felt when the bishop didn't believe he had seen Mary

3. How Juan Diego felt when Mary told him to take roses to the
bishop, then how Juan Diego felt when he found roses
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4. How Juan Diego and the bishop felt when they saw Mary’s
picture on Juan Diego’s cloak

Ask: Did Juan Diego or the bishop feel joy? When? Tell the
children that we celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe on
December 12 and the Feast of Saint Juan Diego on December 9.
Juan Diego’s cloak is in the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in
Mexico City.

Distribute pencils and invite the children to find two different
ways for Juan Diego to get to Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe.

First Reading ® The Messiah Will Bring Joy
(page 2) Turn to page 2. Ask: Who is the man? We met him in
the last two lessons. [saiah. Read the title and invite a volunteer
to read Isaiah’s words in the voice balloon. Direct the children

to work individually or in pairs to fill in the blanks. Answers:
flowers, you, see, hear, leap, sing, joy. Fill in the missing letters in
the Gospel title on page 3: Jesus. Distribute crayons and invite the
children to finish coloring the picture.

Stretch and Sing Play and sing “God’s Loves..."
(CD-2, #6). Join the children in doing the gestures.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine

Objectives e The children will:

® Recognize through his actions that Jesus is the Messiah.
® |dentify loving and unloving choices.

Stand and sing “Gospel Acclamation” ((D-2, #24) as
preparation for the proclamation of the Gospel.

Sunday Gospel ® John Asks if Jesus Is the
Messiah (page 3) Invite a child to read aloud the Gospel
title. Assign five volunteers the parts of Narrator, Friend 1,
Friend 2, John, and Jesus. Direct them to proclaim the Gospel.

Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.
1. He pointed to his miracles that help those in need.
2. Isaiah said these actions were signs of the Messiah.

Catholic Faith Word ¢ Messiah (page 4) Read
aloud the definition as a summary of how Jesus is identified in the
Gospel. Note that Christ is a title, not Jesus’last name. Jesus was
known as Jesus bar Joseph (son of Joseph) or Jesus of Nazareth.
Read aloud “Jesus Is the Messiah.” Ask: How would
people know the Messiah? By his healing miracles. Ask:

What are signs that we follow Jesus, the Messiah? We choose to
love, forgive, and share.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3)



December 14, 2025 * 3rd Sunday of Advent/Gaudete Sunday

N2

D) Distribute the children’s What the Church
Believes and Teaches handbooks.

l GoodNo™ What the Church

e miimaes:.  Believes and Teaches

/ Believes and Teac|

| Making Choices (page 27),
‘ , You Can Choose (page 28),
£X¥ The Choice Is Yours (page 29)

Direct the children to turn to page 27 in their handbooks.
Assign parts to three volunteers—Sam, Sabrina, Molly. Serve as
the narrator. Read the story to the class.

Distribute pencils and index cards. Invite the children to
write their own endings to the story. Organize the children into
groups of two or three to share their endings.

Ask: Why did Sabrina cut one piece of cake bigger than the
other? Why did Molly say that Sam could choose the piece he
wanted?

Read aloud the last sentence in the second paragraph on page
28. Invite two good readers to read aloud the next two paragraphs.
Then read aloud the last paragraph. Emphasize that an accident
may still cause hurt, but it’s not a sin. Ask: Was the way Sabrina cut
the cake an accident? No. She chose to be selfish.

Ask: What choices could Sam make? Read aloud the six choices
(bullets, column one) on page 29. Ask: Did you come up with any
other choices in your story endings? Read through the list again
and invite the children to raise their hands when they hear a
choice they would make.

Ask: How do you know if a choice is right or wrong? Invite a
strong reader to read aloud the paragraph that begins on the
bottom of the first column on page 29. On the board, write: Follow
your conscience. Ask the Holy Spirit for help. Follow God's Law (the
Bible and Church teachings). Ask: What would have happened if
Sabrina had thought about these things before cutting the cake?
Print the letters (-H-0--C-E-S on the board. Play and sing
“CHOICES” (CD-1, #16).

= Have the children close the What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks and return to Good News.

Live the Gospel

Objectives e The children will:

® |dentify ways to bring family peace.
® Relate to Mary’s joy about Jesus’ coming.

Role Play * We Can Make Peace in Our Families
Invite volunteers to act out in gestures the following family
situations. When you say “Freeze,” they stop. When you say “Make
peace,”they act out a way to make the situation better.
One child is watching TV. A second child comes in, takes the
remote, and changes the show.
One child is talking on the phone. A second child is making a lot
of noise.
Children are playing a game. Mom wants someone to set the
table.
Baby is crying. Child is playing a video game. Mother is busy
cooking.
One child is doing a project for school. A second child is
bumping into the desk or table on purpose.

Point out the Advent candle on page 3. Invite a volunteer to read
it aloud. Encourage the children to cut it out at home and add it to
their Advent wreaths.

Activity » We Sing with Joy (page 4) Direct the
children to turn to page 4. Read aloud the activity title and the
words about Mary. Ask: When have you showed your joy by
singing, jumping, or shouting? Invite sharing.

Distribute crayons and invite the children to fill in the title of
their favorite song about Jesus. Then direct them to draw a picture of
them singing the song. They may also color the picture of Mary.

Closing Prayer Gatheraround the Advent wreath and
add the third candle. Pray: “Lord Jesus, we pray for peace in our
families. Help us choose to be kind, loving, and forgiving."The
children respond, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

Bring your Good News session to a close by playing and
singing “The Promise, Part 2" ((D-1, #2).

Lesson Wirap-Up
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Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this
week’s lesson assessment.

Use Activity #26 from the Good News Activity Book as a
take-home activity or lesson wrap-up.
Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus'Coming o TG2-23
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December 21, 2025 * 4th Sunday of Advent

Sunday Readings: Isaiah 7:10-14; Romans 1:1-T;
Matthew 1:18-24

{Cood News

We P'Wam for Jesus
e

For Catechists and Teachers
Scripture Background

Joseph faces a dilemma in Sunday’s Gospel. Mary, to whom he is betrothed, is pregnant, and
he is not the father. An angel guides Joseph to take Mary as his wife and raise Jesus as his son.

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine

God sent his Son to show us his great love. Jesus is the Son of God. He was born as a human
baby in Bethlehem over 2,000 years ago. We celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Incarnation, at

Christmas. Jesus is God's greatest gift to us.

“God called Joseph to‘take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the
Holy Spirit, so that Jesus, ‘who is called Christ, should be born of Joseph's spouse into the

messianic lineage of David” (CCC, 437).
Sharing the Lesson with Families

i

Materials .
® (Good News Student Lesson for 12/21

o (atechism handbook, pages 9-10

® audio player & Promise/Good News (Ds

® crayons, pencils, drawing paper, Bible

e drawing paper with Hail Mary in center

® Church Year calendar, Advent wreath, scissors
® aide(s) to help with centerpiece activity
NOTE: Assemble one centerpiece in advance.

Suggested Music

® “The Promise, Part 2" (CD-1, #2)
e “Walk on to Bethlehem” (CD-1, #6)
e “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)

Encourage parents to share with their child the history of the child's name and their family e “Joseph’s Song” (CD-1, #5)

name(s). Suggest that parents help their child add a family prayer for peace to their

centerpiece.

Lesson Resources
® (Good News Activity Book, Activity #11

children to complete over Christmas break with their families.

Editor’s Note: If you will not meet for 12/25 and 1/4, consider sending the Parent
Teaching Pages and the Good News lesson for Christmas & Epiphany home for the

® |esson Assessment (gospelweeklies.com/
assessment)

e Video Links (gospelweeklies.com/weekly-
videos)

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides

Note: These pacing guides are suggestions for how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

60-Minute Lesson

e Gathering Song & Prayer ® “The Promise, Part 2” (CD-1, #2)
o (over Activity (page 1)
e Activity ® What's in a Name?

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (25-30 minutes)

Gospel Ritual ® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)
Sunday Gospel ® Joseph Follows God’s Plan (page 2)
Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.
Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 2)

Catholic Faith Word e Incarnation (page 3)

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 9.

Live the Gospel (10-15 minutes)

o Activity e Christmas Prayers Centerpiece (pages 3—4)
e (losing Prayer & Song @ “Joseph's Song” (CD-1, #5)

G ® e o @

Take-Home

® (Good News Activity Book, Activity #11

e Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and
do the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 2 together.
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90-Minute Lesson

Gathering Song & Prayer ® “The Promise, Part 2” (CD-1, #2)
e (over Activity (page 1)

e Activity ® What's in a Name?

o Activity ® March and Sing “Walk on to Bethlehem” (CD-1, #6)

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (45-50 minutes)

Gospel Ritual ® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)

Sunday Gospel ® Joseph Follows God’s Plan (page 2)

Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 2)

Catholic Faith Word e Incarnation (page 3)
Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 9.

o Activity ® Good News Activity Book, Activity #11

Live the Gospel (10-15 minutes)

e Activity ® Christmas Prayers Centerpiece (pages 3—-4)
e (losing Prayer & Song ® “Joseph’s Song” (CD-1, #5)

v, ®© © ® ®
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Take-Home
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and
do the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 2 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, 0CIA, and summer intensive pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacing-plans



Lesson Theme: We prepare for Jesus.

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide
Note: This pacing quide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 1
Share Experiences

Gathering Song @ “The Promise, Part 2” ((D-1, #2)

Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-26)

Cover Activity (page 1)

Activity ® What's in a Name?

Activity ® March and Sing “Walk on to Bethlehem” (CD-1, #6)
Closing Prayer @ Loving God, we praise your holy name. Amen.
(Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine

o Gathering Prayer ® Loving God, we praise your holy name. Amen.
(Repeat.)

Gospel Ritual ® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)

Sunday Gospel ® Joseph Follows God's Plan (page 2)

Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 2)

Catholic Faith Word e Incarnation (page 3)

Closing Prayer @ Loving God, help us to listen and follow you like
Joseph did. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
e Gathering Prayer ® Loving God, help us to listen and follow you like
Joseph did. Amen. (Repeat.)
3957 Distribute the students’ What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 9.

o Activity ® Good News Activity Book, Activity #11
® (losing Prayer e Loving God, help us to say yes like Mary did. Amen.
(Repeat.)

Day 4
Live the Gospel

® (Gathering Prayer ® Loving God, help us to say yes like Mary did.
Amen. (Repeat.)

o Activity ® Christmas Prayers Centerpiece (pages 3—-4)

® (losing Prayer  Loving God, thank you for Jesus, the best gift
ever. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5

® Gathering Prayer ® Loving God, thank you for Jesus, the best
gift ever. Amen. (Repeat.)

o Weekly Lesson Assessment

® (losing Prayer (see page 1G2-27)

® (losing Song ® “Joseph’s Song” (CD-1, #5)

Friday Take-Home

Remind the students to share their lesson with their families and
do the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 2 together.

g . . I
Curriculum Connections

e Health: Explain to your students that getting quality sleep is
very important to our health. Direct them to set goals related
to sleep, such as going to bed at a certain time, implementing a
before-bed routine to relax, or not fighting with parents about
bedtime. Invite them to chart how frequently they meet their
goal over the course of the week. (NHES.6.2.1)

e ELA: Guide your students in writing a story about one of their
dreams (a dream they had at night or a dream they have for the
future). They should use dialogue and descriptions of actions,
thoughts, and feelings. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.3.B)

J

Catholic Identity
Project of the Week

Mary and Joseph would have
prepared for Jesus’ coming by
gathering blankets, a cradle, etc.,
s0 he would be warm and safe.
Invite your class to participate in
the collection of baby items for

a pregnancy help center in your
community.

Extending the Lesson
Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate

December 23: Saint John of Kanty (Cantius) —
John was a Polish theologian and professor

of Scripture in Krakéw. Unjustly fired from his
university position, he was assigned as pastorin a
rural parish. John lived very simply and gave most
of his salary to the poor.

New Saints: A to Z — Recently canonized saints
generate excitement among learners and give
children examples of people who followed God's
callin their own unique circumstances. This

easy-to-use resource includes sixty-six saints
canonized since 2000. For each saint, there is a
brief life story, ways that person is an example
for us, ideas for catechists, family activities,
and a prayer. The good example of these saints
shows children that there are many E]rk:
ways to follow Jesus. Access these  Z&
resources at gospelweeklies.com/
new-saints-a-to-z.

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus'Coming e TG2-25



for Children
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Lesson Theme: We prepare for Jesus.

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Share Experiences

Objectives e The children will:

® |dentify that Jesus is past, present, and future.
® Recognize the importance of a person’s name.

Gather in a circle. Play and sing “The Promise, Part 2"
(CD-1, #2) to open your Good News session.

Gathering Prayer Gatheraround the Advent wreath and
light all four candles. Invite a child to point to the current Sunday on
a Church Year calendar. Pray: “Dear Jesus, your birthday is coming
very soon. We can hardly wait! Thank you for bringing us joy and
sharing God's love with us."The children respond, “Amen.”

Cover Activity (page 1) Move to the work area and
distribute copies of Good News. Remind the children that even
though Christmas is just a few days away, we are still in Advent.
Ask: What do we do during Advent? We get ready for Jesus. We
get ready to celebrate Jesus’ first coming at Christmas. We turn our
hearts to Jesus and welcome him into our lives now. We get ready
for Jesus’ Second Coming.

Invite the children to look at the cover. Point out the
colored words: Past, Present, and Future. Make sure the children
understand these terms by asking: What is something that
happened in your past? It could be something that happened
yesterday, last week, last year, or when you were little. Refer back
to the joyful memory they recalled in the last session. That was
something that happened in their past. Ask: What is happening in
your present? Your present is right now, today. Ask: What do you
hope will happen in your future? Your future is something that
hasn't happened yet.

Read aloud the question on page 1. Invite three volunteers to
read Past, Present, and Future.

Distribute crayons and pencils. Read aloud the directions
for the activity. Give the children time to write or draw their
responses.

Activity ® What’s in a Name? Ask: Who hasa
nickname? How did you get that nickname? How did your parents
chose your name? What does your name mean? Were you named
for a saint or family member? How do you feel when someone
calls you the wrong name? What does a name tell us about a
person? Tell the children that in the Gospel, they will learn how
Jesus'name was chosen and what it means.

Lead the children in creating an acrostic of their names. Print
the letters of your name or the name of your pastor vertically on

1G2-26

the board. Invite the children to think about the person and, for
each letter, suggest words that describe the person that begin
with that letter. Distribute drawing paper. Direct the children to
print the letters of their first names down the left side of the page.
Give them time to create an acrostic that describes them. Invite a
few volunteers to share.

March and Sing Lead the children around the room
as you play and sing “Walk on to Bethlehem” (CD-1, #6).

Discover Gospel and Doctrine

Objectives e The children will:

Identify Joseph's part in the Christmas story.
Identify Jesus as the Son of God and son of Mary.
Describe Jesus as truly God and truly human.
Review the Hail Mary prayer.

Stand and sing “Gospel Acclamation” ((D-2, #24) as
preparation for the proclamation of the Gospel.

Sunday Gospel ® Joseph Follows God’s Plan
(page 2) Ask: What do you know about Saint Joseph? He is
Mary’s husband and Jesus’ foster father. He was a carpenter. He took
care of Mary and Jesus. Ask: Who remembers the Gospel story
about the angel coming to Mary and asking her to be the mother
of God's Son, Jesus? Invite a volunteer to say the first two lines of
the Hail Mary. This is how the angel greeted Mary.

The Sunday Gospel tells about an angel’s visit to Joseph.
Assign six volunteers the parts and direct them to proclaim the
Gospel. Check the children’s comprehension by inviting them to
tell you the Gospel in their own words.

Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.
1. Don't be afraid to marry Mary. Mary’s baby is from the Holy

Spirit. Name him Jesus. He will save his peaple from their sins.
Ask: What name did the angel tell Joseph to name the baby? Jesus.
The name Jesus means “God saves.” Ask: What name did the prophet
Isaiah say this child would be called? Emmanuel, which means “God-
with-us” (Isaiah 7:14). 2. Angels are messengers from God. God had
promised to send a savior, the Messiah.

i, Connecting Gospel and Doctrine
By (page 2) Read aloud“Jesus Is God's Son."This
summarizes key doctrine the children should know and

introduces the term Incarnation.



December 21, 2025 * 4th Sunday of Advent

Catholic Faith Word ¢ Incarnation

(page 3) Read aloud the definition of Incarnation.
Emphasize that Jesus was fully God and fully human. Our
human brains can't understand this, but we acceptitasa
truth of our faith.

393 Distribute the children’s What the Church
Believes and Teaches handbooks.

What the Church
Believes and Teaches

Creed: | believe . .. [Jesus
was] conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary
(pages 9-10)

Direct the children to turn to page 9 in their Catechism
handbooks. Invite a volunteer to read the words in green next
to the second and third blue diamonds. Ask: Whom are these
statements about? Jesus. Ask: What is the name of the prayer
that these come from? Apostles’ Creed. (See page 6.) Ask: What
is a creed? A statement of what we believe.

Read aloud under “who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,”
starting at “When the time was right.”

Ask: What do you know about Jesus'mother, Mary? Make sure
that all the points named under “born of the Virgin Mary” are
noted. Prompt the children with questions to bring out all the
points or leave out a word in each statement for the children to
provide. Simply explain challenging words or concepts as you go
along.

Read aloud the story of the Annunciation in Luke 1:26-38.

Review where the first two lines of the Hail Mary come from.
The greeting from the angel Gabriel. Be sure the children know that
Hailis a greeting like Hello. Fruit of your womb means “your child.”

Read aloud Luke 1:39-42 to find out where we get the next
part of the Hail Mary prayer. Invite a volunteer to say the next
two lines of the Hail Mary (see page 46). Ask: Who first said those
words to Mary? Her cousin Elizabeth, John the Baptist's mother.

Distribute crayons and drawing paper with the words
of the Hail Mary printed in the center. Invite the children to
decorate the page. Encourage them to take the prayer home
to practice and memorize. Pray the Hail Mary together before
moving on.

= Have the children close the What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks and return to Good News, page 3.

Live the Gospel

Objectives e The children will:

® (reate a Christmas prayers centerpiece.
® (Commit to making peace with someone.

Activity e Christmas Prayers Centerpiece
(pages 3-4) This stand-up Christmas activity will provide
families with prayers for the last few days of Advent waiting.

Distribute scissors and crayons. Guide the children in cutting
around the outside of the two pieces of the centerpiece on page 3.
Invite them to color pages 3 and 4. Save the family prayer for the
children to write at home with their families.

Direct the children to cut along the vertical cutting lines in
the center—one partway from the top, the other partway from
the bottom. Demonstrate how to match up the pictures and slip
the two pieces together.

Closing Prayer Point out the final Advent candle on page 2
of Good News. Invite the children to decide whom they will make
peace with this week. Give them time to write on the candle and
color the flame. Remind them to cut out the candle and add it to
their Advent wreaths at home.

Gather in the prayer circle. Bring the candle from your copy
of Good News for the class Advent wreath. Pray: “Jesus, thank
you for coming to live with us. Please bless everyone on earth,
especially (children offer names). We look forward to celebrating
your birthday."The children respond, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

Play and sing “Joseph’s Song” (CD-1, #5) to close your
prayer and Good News gathering.

Lesson Wrap-Up
Buena Nueva Name @

Blessed fruit groce hour Jesus Mother _sinners

Hail Mary

il Mary, full of . the Lord is with thee!

artthou among women, and blessed is

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

iothe of thy womb,

Y CoodNews

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download
this week’s lesson assessment.

Use Activity #11 from the Good News Activity Book as a
take-home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus'Coming o TG2-27



December 25, 2025 & January 4, 2026

c d N e‘“‘"""g Christmas & Epiphany
oo w Christmas Readings: Isaiah 9:1-6; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14

Epiphany Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12

For Catechists and Teachers

Scripture Background Materials

® (ood News Student Lesson for 12/25 & 1/4

This lesson covers two solemnities—Christmas and Epiphany. Both feasts celebrate that God . (Zfech;;wl:hal; di)r:)olf S;:ge(s)z 8 é‘ 57 ;
became one of us, a human being with a human family. In Jesus, God became both fully human and o audio player & Promi;e /Good News CDs
fully divine. Epiphany celebrates the search of all peoples for God. o scissors. Church Year calendar
Connecting Scripture and Doctrine e aide(s) to assist with cutting activity
Good News children proclaim the Christmas and Epiphany Gospels and create a Nativity scene to Suggested Music
help them retell these Gospels at home. They learn that the Magi’s visit indicates Jesus came to e “Happy Birthday, Jesus” (CD-1, #9)
save all peoples and nations. e “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)

“The Incarnation is . . . the mystery of the wonderful union of the divine and human natures in o “Christmas Star” (CD-1, #12)

the one person of the Word” (CCC, 483). “The Epiphany is the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah of

Israel, Son of God and Savior of the world” (CCC, 528). Lesson Resources

® (Good News Activity Book, Activity #6

Sharing the Lesson with Families e Lesson Assessment (gospelweeklies.com/
Encourage parents to help their child assemble their Nativity scene. Suggest that they work with assessment)

their child to create a stable in which the Holy Family may shelter. Invite parents to share with their © Video Links (gospelweeklies.com/weekly-
child why Jesus’birth is important to them. videos)

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides

Note: These pacing guides are suggestions for how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

60-Minute Lesson 90-Minute Lesson

Share Experiences (10-15 minutes) Share Experiences (10-15 minutes)

e Gathering Song & Prayer ® “Happy Birthday, Jesus” (CD-1, #9) e Gathering Song & Prayer ® “Happy Birthday, Jesus” (CD-1, #9)
e Activity ® What Is Christmas? and Gospel Review o Activity ® What Is Christmas? and Gospel Review

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (30-35 minutes) Discover Gospel and Doctrine (55-60 minutes)

® Gospel Ritual ® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24) ® Gospel Ritual ® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)
o Christmas Gospel ® Jesus Is Born! (page 1) e (Christmas Gospel ® Jesus Is Born! (page 1)
o Activity ® Gospel Follow-Up e Activity ® Gospel Follow-Up
e (atholic Faith Word e Nativity (page 2) e (atholic Faith Word e Nativity (page 2)
® Epiphany Gospel ® Magi Come to See Jesus (page 2) e Activity ® Sing and Move “Glory to Our God” (CD-1, #11)
e (Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 2) o Epiphany Gospel ® Magi Come to See Jesus (page 2)
o Activity ® Sing and Move “Christmas Star” (CD-1, #12) e (onnecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 2)
3557 Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and ® Activity ® Sing and Move “Christmas Star” ((D-1, #12)
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 18. 4w Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 18.
e Activity ® Make Your Own Nativity Scene (pages 3-4) o Activity ® Good News Activity Book, Activity #6
* Actity o Whom Will You Tl
® Closing Prayer & Song ® “Happy Birthday, Jesus” (CD-1, #9) e Activity ® Make Your Own Nativity Scene (pages 3—4)
Take-Home e Activity ® Whom Will You Tell?
® (Good News Activity Book, Activity #6 ® (losing Prayer & Song ® “Happy Birthday, Jesus” (CD-1, #9)
e Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and Take-Home
do the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 4 together. Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and

do the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 4 together.

TG2-28 For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, 0CIA, and summer intensive pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacing-plans



Lesson Theme: Jesus is born to save all people.

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide
Note: This pacing quide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 1
Share Experiences

Gathering Song @ “Happy Birthday, Jesus” (CD-1, #9)
Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-30)

Activity ® What Is Christmas? and Gospel Review

Closing Prayer ® Dear Jesus, we are so happy to celebrate your
birth. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine

o Gathering Prayer ® Dear Jesus, we are so happy to celebrate your
birth. Amen. (Repeat.)

Gospel Ritual ® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)
Christmas Gospel ® Jesus Is Born! (page 1)

Discuss the Know question related to the Gospel.

Catholic Faith Word e Nativity (page 2)

Activity ® Sing and Move “Glory to Our God” (CD-1, #11)
Epiphany Gospel ® Magi Come to See Jesus (page 2)

Discuss the Know question related to the Gospel.
Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 2)

Activity ® Sing and Move “Christmas Star” (CD-1, #12)
Closing Prayer ® Dear Jesus, thank you for coming to save all
people. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
e Gathering Prayer ® Dear Jesus, thank you for coming to save all

people. Amen. (Repeat.)

S49  Distribute the students’ What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 18.
o Activity ® Good News Activity Book, Activity #6
e (losing Prayer ® Dear Jesus, help us to keep Christmas joy in our
hearts. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 4

® (Gathering Prayer ® Dear Jesus, help us to keep Christmas joy in
our hearts. Amen. (Repeat.)

o Activity ® Make Your Own Nativity Scene (pages 3—4)

e Activity ® Whom Will You Tell?

® (losing Prayer ® Dear Jesus, help us to share the Good News
with others. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5

® (Gathering Prayer ® Dear Jesus, help us to share the Good News
with others. Amen. (Repeat.)

o Weekly Lesson Assessment

® (losing Prayer (see page TG2-31)

e (losing Song ® “Happy Birthday, Jesus” (CD-1, #9)

Friday Take-Home

Remind the students to share their lesson with their families and
do the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 4 together.

/Curriculum Connections )

o ELA: Have your students pretend to be one of the Magi who
visited Jesus. Invite them to write a letter to a friend, explaining
what they saw and did. Students should follow the order of the
events in the Gospel story. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.3.3)

o Tech: Lead your students in writing a script for a Christmas
greeting. Record their greeting and email it to the parish or
school community. (ISTE2016.6d)
- J

Extending the Lesson

Catholic Identity
Project of the Week

Sometimes in the hustle and bustle
of the holiday, the sacredness of
Christmas is overlooked. Organize

a class prayer service to experience
the sacredness of the Word become
flesh. Invite guests to pray with you
if possible.

trusted to care for Mary.

o December 28: Feast of the Holy Family — The
Holy Family is a model for all Christian families.
Pray: Holy Family, pray for all families that
struggle to follow your holy example. Amen.

® January: Poverty Awareness Month

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate

e December 27: Saint John, the Apostle — Also
referred to as the Beloved Disciple, Saint John
stood by Jesus’ Cross and was the one Jesus

of God & World Day of Peace — This Holy Day
of Obligation is always a special opportunity to
honor Mary. Act: Pray to Mary for peace in the
world, our homes, and our hearts.

e January 3: Feast of the Most Holy Name of
Jesus — Devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus is
rooted in Sacred Scripture, especially the Acts of
the Apostles—2:21, 2:38, 4:12, 4:30. Ask: How
do you honor Jesus’holy name?

® January 1: Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus' Coming o TG2-29



for Children

Cood Neibvs

/CGood News

Lesson Theme: Jesus is born St
to save all people.

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Share Experiences @ Discuss the Know question related to the Gospel. The
A children may answer this personally and in a broader

Objectives e The children will:

® |dentify words related to the meaning of Christmas.
® Recall details of last Sunday’s Gospel.

Gather in a circle. Play and sing “Happy Birthday, Jesus”
(CD-1, #9) to begin your Good News session.

Gathering Prayer Gatherina prayer circle. Invite a child to
point to Christmas and January 1 on a Church Year calendar. Pray:
“Loving God, you sent Jesus your Son to save all people. Bless us and
the whole world today and every day."The children respond, “Amen.”

Activity ® What Is Christmas? Invite the children to
brainstorm words that tell what Christmas is about. Write these
words on the board as the children call them out. When you have a
good list, ask: Which word is most important? Jesus. Ask: Why?
Invite each child to choose one word from the list. Take turns
creating and sharing a sentence about Christmas that includes
their word. If secular words are on the list, encourage the
children to use the word in a sentence that points to the religious
significance of Christmas.

Activity » Gospel Review Ask: What do you remember
about Joseph's story from last Sunday’s Gospel? What was Joseph
worried about? Mary was having a baby, and he was not the father.
Ask: What did the angel tell Joseph in his dream? Mary’s baby was
from God. Ask: What did the angel say about naming Mary’s baby?
Call him Jesus. Ask: What does the name Jesus mean? God saves.
Ask: What did Joseph do when he woke up? Married Mary and got
ready for Jesus to come.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine

Objectives e The children will:

® |dentify Nativity in connection to Jesus’birth.
® Recognize that Jesus came for all people.
® Recognize Christmas as a season in the Church Year.

Stand and sing “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24) as
preparation for the proclamation of the Gospel.

Christmas Gospel ¢ Jesus Is Born! (page 1)
Take the part of Storyteller and invite five volunteers to take the
parts of Soldier, Mary, Joseph, Innkeeper, and Angel. One half of
the remaining children can be Angels, the other half Shepherds.
Proclaim the Gospel.

162-30

sense—the Catholic Church, all Christians, all humanity.

Gospel Follow-Up Astime allows, ask more questions

to draw out what the children know about the Christmas story.
Ask: Why did Mary and Joseph go on a big trip when Mary was
pregnant? The emperor was taking a census, and people had to
register in their family’s town. Ask: Why couldn’t they find a place
to stay? Bethlehem was crowded because of the census. Ask: Who
helped them? An innkeeper. Ask: How did the animals help? Made
the stable warmer. Ask: How did the shepherds know something
special had happened? An angel told them. Ask: What did the
angel say? Read this part from Good News. Notice the angel calls
the baby the savior. The name Jesus means “God saves.” Ask:
What do you think the shepherds did after they met Jesus and his
parents? Told everyone about Jesus (see Luke 2:17-18).

Catholic Faith Word ¢ Nativity (page 2) Direct the
children to find the Catholic Faith Word on page 2. Read aloud the
definition. Ask: When do you hear the word Nativity? Nativity scene
(also called a créche or manger scene). Tell the children they will be
making their own Nativity scenes later in the session.

n Sing and Move Invite the children to stand and
move to “Glory to Our God” (CD-1, #11). Encourage them to
sing the refrain.

Epiphany Gospel * Magi Come to See Jesus
(page 2) Take the part of Storyteller and assign parts to six
volunteers. Proclaim the Gospel.

Invite the children to retell the story. The Magi were scholars
who studied the stars to see what important things were going
to happen. They knew someone important was going to be born.
When a big star appeared, they saw it as a sign that this person
had come. These travelers were not Jews, but they honored Jesus
as a special person. They didn't go back to Herod because they had
a dream warning them that Herod wanted to kill the child they had
told him about.

Discuss the Know question related to the Gospel. Told
others about Jesus. Then ask: Who has told you about

=¥ Jesus? How do you tell others about Jesus?

y, Connecting Gospel and Doctrine
@ (page 2) Read aloud“Jesus Came for All" Ask: Where did
the Magi come from? far away in the East. Ask: Were they
Jewish people? No. Ask: Why did the Magi come to honor the new
king of the Jews if they weren't Jewish? The Magi knew this new king
was very special. Jesus came to save everyone, not just Jewish people.



December 25, 2025 & January 4, 2026 * Christmas & Epiphany

Sing and Move Lead the children around the room
while playing and singing “Christmas Star” ((D-1, #12).

294w Distribute the children’s What the Church
@' Believes and Teaches handbooks.

What the Church
= Believes and
1. Teaches
| J Christmas (pages 18 and 57)

Ask: What is the date of Christmas? December 25. Christmas
isn't celebrated on just one day. It is a whole season in our
Church Year. Ask: When does Christmas Time begin and end?
It begins with the first Christmas Mass on Christmas Eve. It ends
on the Baptism of the Lord in early January.

Explain that there are special feast days that happen

in the Christmas season. In addition to Christmas, there is

the Feast of the Holy Family. We usually celebrate it on the
Sunday between Christmas and New Year’s Day. On January 1,
we celebrate New Year’s Day, but it’s also the Solemnity of
Mary, the Holy Mother of God. This is a Holy Day of Obligation.
The Epiphany of the Lord and Baptism of the Lord are also
celebrated in the Christmas season.

Ask: What color were the priest’s vestments during
Advent? Violet (purple) and possibly rose (pink) on the Third
Sunday of Advent. Ask: What color vestments does the priest
wear during the Christmas season? White or gold.

Direct the children to turn to page 57 in their Catechism
handbooks. Distribute crayons and invite the children to find
the gold arrow for the Christmas season. Invite a volunteer
to read about the Christmas season. Give the children time to
color in the section of the chart for Christmas.

Encourage the children to continue to wish one another
and their families a Merry Christmas all the way until the
Baptism of the Lord on January 11. They can remind people
that Christmas doesn’t end on Christmas Day. It is just the
beginning of a whole season of joy!

= Have the children dlose the What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks and return to Good News, pages 3—4.

Live the Gospel

Objectives e The children will:

® (reate Nativity scene figures.
©® |dentify people with whom to share the Good News of
Jesus.

Activity » Make Your Own Nativity Scene
(pages 3-4) This activity provides figures of the Holy Family,
shepherds, an angel, and the Magi for the children to cut out
and assemble. As the children manipulate their figures, tell the
Christmas and Epiphany story in your own words.

Activity ® Whom WIill You Tell? Invite the children

to look at their Nativity scene figures. Ask: Which of them told
someone about Jesus’ birth? Angel, shepherds, probably the Magi.
Ask: Who told you about Jesus’birth? Whom will you tell?

Closing Prayer Gatherin a prayer circle. Ask: What special
prayer do you want to pray to Jesus today? Do you want to tell him
that you love him? Thank him? Ask him to forgive you? Ask him to
watch over someone you care about? Invite the children to offer
their prayers one by one. Then pray: “Dear Jesus, we thank you, we
love you, and we trust you to forgive us and take care of us. Help
us to be good disciples. Happy Birthday!" The children respond,
“Amen.”

Close your Good News session by playing and singing
“Happy Birthday, Jesus” (CD-1, #9).

Lesson Wirap-Up

sssssssssssssssssssssssssssss

Y CoodNews God the Son

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this
week’s lesson assessment.

Use Activity #6 from the Good News Activity Book as a
take-home activity or lesson wrap-up.
Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus'Coming o TG2-31
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for Children

Cood Neibvs

January 11, 2026 ¢ Baptism of the Lord

Sunday Readings: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Acts 10:34-38;

{Cood News

We Are Baptizeq
into God's Family
o

Matthew 3:13-17

For Catechists and Teachers
Scripture Background

In Sunday’s Gospel, we meet the Holy Trinity. As Jesus comes out of the waters of the Jordan River,
the heavens open. The Holy Spirit rests on Jesus in the form of a dove, and a voice from Heaven
says, “This is my beloved Son.” The story of Jesus’ baptism reveals the Holy Trinity—the model for

relationship in Christian community.

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine

Good News children are invited to recall what they know about their own Baptisms in preparation

for the proclamation of Sunday’s Gospel about Jesus’ baptism. They learn of the revelation of the

Holy Trinity at Jesus’baptism and that we are baptized into God's family in the name of the Trinity.
“Jesus’public life begins with his baptism by John in the Jordan” (CCC, 535). “The descent of

the Holy Spirit on Jesus at his baptism by John was the sign that this was he who was to come, the

Messiah, the Son of God” (CCC, 1286).“Baptism makes us members of the Body of Christ” (C(C, 1267).

Sharing the Lesson with Families

Encourage parents to share photos and memories of their child’s Baptism, including the white
garment and candle if possible. Suggest that parents share why they wanted their child to be
baptized. Encourage them to practice praying the Sign of the Cross and Glory Be to the Father with

their child.

Materials

Good News Student Lesson for 1/11
(atechism handbook, pages 21, 56 & 46
audio player & Promise/Good News (Ds
pendils, crayons, drawing paper
Church Year calendar, scissors

NOTE: Plan ahead for a short church visit.

Suggested Music

® “Glory to Our God” (CD-1, #11)
® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)
e “TheTrinity” (CD-2, #19)

Lesson Resources

® Good News Activity Book, Activity #15

® Lesson Assessment (gospelweeklies.com/
assessment)

® Video Links (gospelweeklies.com/
weekly-videos)

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides

Note: These pacing guides are suggestions for how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

60-Minute Lesson

Share Experiences (20-25 minutes)

Gathering Song & Prayer ® “Glory to Our God” (CD-1, #11)
e (over Activity ® We Are Baptized into God’s Family (page 1)
e Story @ Family Ties (page 2)

e Discuss the Know questions related to the story.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (25-30 minutes)

Gospel Ritual ® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)
Sunday Gospel ® John Baptizes Jesus (page 3)
Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.
Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3)
Catholic Faith Word e Blessed Trinity (page 3)

4 Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 21.

Live the Gospel (10-15 minutes)

e Activity ® We Pray to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (page 4)
o Activity ® My Baptism Booklet (page 4)
e (losing Prayer & Song @ “The Trinity” (CD-2, #19)

Take-Home

® Good News Activity Book, Activity #15

e Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and
do the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 4 together.

90-Minute Lesson

Gathering Song & Prayer @ “Glory to Our God” (CD-1, #11)
Cover Activity ® We Are Baptized into God’s Family (page 1)
Story @ Family Ties (page 2)

Discuss the Know questions related to the story.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (50-55 minutes)

Gospel Ritual @ “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)
Sunday Gospel ® John Baptizes Jesus (page 3)
Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.
Activity @ Church Visit

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3)
Catholic Faith Word e Blessed Trinity (page 3)

%49 Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 21.

o Activity ® Good News Activity Book, Activity #15
Live the Gospel (10-15 minutes)

o Activity ® We Pray to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (page 4)
o Activity ® My Baptism Booklet (page 4)

e (losing Prayer & Song @ “The Trinity” ((D-2, #19)
Take-Home

Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and do
the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 4 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, 0CIA, and summer intensive pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacing-plans



Lesson Theme: We are baptized into God’s family.

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide
Note: This pacing quide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 1
Share Experiences

Gathering Song @ “Glory to Our God” (CD-1, #11)

Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-34)

Cover Activity ® We Are Baptized into God’s Family (page 1)
Story @ Family Ties (page 2)

Discuss the Know questions related to the story.

Closing Prayer @ Loving God, thank you for welcoming us into
your family through Baptism. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine

e Gathering Prayer ® Loving God, thank you for welcoming us into
your family through Baptism. Amen. (Repeat.)

Gospel Ritual ® “Gospel Acclamation” (CD-2, #24)

Sunday Gospel ® John Baptizes Jesus (page 3)

Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.

Activity ® Church Visit

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3)

Catholic Faith Word e Blessed Trinity (page 3)

Closing Prayer ® Loving God, we praise you as Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
o Gathering Prayer ® Loving God, we praise you as Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. Amen. (Repeat.)
3 Distribute the students’ What the Church Believes
and Teacheshandbooks. Turn to page 21.

o Activity ® Good News Activity Book, Activity #15
e (losing Prayer ® Loving God, help us to grow as Jesus’ followers.
Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 4

Live the Gospel

® (Gathering Prayer e Loving God, help us to grow as Jesus’
followers. Amen. (Repeat.)

e Activity ® We Pray to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (page 4)
Activity ® My Baptism Booklet (page 4)

® (losing Prayer ® Loving God, help us to live always as your
children. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5

® (Gathering Prayer ® Loving God, help us to live always as your
children. Amen. (Repeat.)

® Weekly Lesson Assessment

® (losing Prayer (see page TG2-35)

® (losing Song ® “The Trinity” (CD-2, #19)

Friday Take-Home

Remind the students to share their lesson with their families and
do the Family Corner activities and prayer on page 4 together.

\
Curriculum Connections

® Sci: After a lesson about the different shapes and kinds of
bodies of water, direct your students to develop a model to
represent these different shapes and types of bodies of water.
(2.ESS2-3)

® Math: Give your students a worksheet with different shapes on
it. Direct them to divide the shapes into parts with equal areas
(e.g., two parts, four parts, five parts) and then direct them to
describe the area of each part as a unit fraction of the whole.
(CCSS.Math.Content.3.G.A.2)

J

Extending the Lesson

Catholic Identity
Project of the Week

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate

® January 12: Saint Marguerite Bourgeoys
(CAN) - Born in France in 1620, Marguerite

How can you grow in your trust in God?
e January 16: Saint Berard and Companions —

Jesus'baptism reminds us of how
important Baptism is. Invite your
class to bring in pictures of their
own Baptisms and to talk about
their godparents. As the adult
leader, be sure to share as well!

went to Canada to start a school in what became
Montreal. She returned to France twice to recruit
coworkers to assist her and later founded the
Congregation of Notre Dame. Children from both
European and Native American backgrounds
benefited from her zeal and trust in God's
providence. Ask: When have you trusted God?

Saint Berard and his brother Franciscans were
killed when they refused to stop preaching the
Gospel in Morocco. Their lives inspired many
others to become missionaries, including Saint
Anthony of Padua. Pray: Loving God, give safety
and strength to those who serve as missionaries
and relief workers around the world. Amen.
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for Children

Cood Neibvs

Lesson Theme: We are baptized into
God'’s family.

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Share Experiences

Objectives e The children will:

® |dentify the words of Baptism.
® Recall details about their own Baptisms.
® |dentify Baptism as a celebration of family and Church.

Gatherin a circle. Play and sing “Glory to Our God”
(CD-1, #11) to begin your session.

Gathering Prayer Invite a child to point to Baptism of the
Lord on a Church Year calendar. Explain that the Baptism of the
Lord is the last day of the Christmas season. Pray: “Loving God,
we thank you for the great joy of the Christmas season. Thank you
for Jesus—the best gift of all!” The children respond, “Amen.”

Activity  Baptized in the Name of the Trinity
(page 1) Move to the work area. Distribute Good News and invite
the children to look at the two cover pictures. Distribute pencils
and invite them to find and circle eight differences: cross, mom’s
hair, dad’s tie, dad’s jacket, baby’s eyes, godfather, little sister, dad's
belt.

Ask: Who remembers being at a Baptism? Invite volunteers
to share something they remember. White garment, water, words
of the priest or deacon, parents and godparents, candle, anointings,
signing with cross on forehead.

Explain the missing-word activity. Direct the children to print
the name with which they were baptized—usually first and
middle name. To help them fill in the missing letters, invite them
to think of a prayer they already know that begins “in the name of
the ... " Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Trinity.

Story ¢ Family Ties (page 2) Point out that a child’s
Baptism is an important event for which family and friends gather.
Assign five volunteers to read the parts of Jaime, Lucy, Lin, Imani,
and Peter. Take Father Pat’s part and read the in-between narration.

Discuss the Know questions related to the story.
Use the first question to review what they learn about
%" Baptism from the story and the second to find out what
they know about their own Baptisms.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine

Objectives e The children will:

® |dentify that John the Baptist baptized Jesus.

® Recognize the Blessed Trinity’s presence at Jesus’ baptism.
® |dentify the Three Persons of the Blessed Trinity.

162-34

Stand and sing “Gospel Acclamation” ((D-2, #24) as the
children stand for the proclamation of the Gospel.

Sunday Gospel * John Baptizes Jesus (page 3)
Invite the children to describe what's happening in the picture.
Ask: Which man is Jesus? Who is the other man?

Invite four volunteers to take the parts of Narrator, John,
Jesus, and the Voice (God the Father). Tell the children to listen for
the reason Jesus is being baptized.

Discuss the Know questions related to the Gospel.
8 1. Toshow us how to become children of God. For us to see
that we need to turn to God. To identify with sinners he
came to save. Its part of God’s plan to save peaple from sin. 2. Direct
the children to refer to the Gospel text so they understand that the
Holy Spirit (dove) and God the Father (voice) both claim Jesus at his
baptism.

The children may want to know why the Holy Spirit appears
as a dove. Explain that a bird flies freely and makes a good symbol
of God’s power coming from Heaven to earth. The Holy Spirit also
appears in the Bible as wind, fire, and water.

Activity ¢ Church Visit Take your class to church. Remind
them to pray the Sign of the Cross with holy water and genuflect
to honor Christ’s presence in the tabernacle as you enter and
leave. Lead them around the church to find images of the Holy
Spirit. Search for images of the Trinity too.

@mj Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 3)
Read aloud “One God in Three Persons.”

Catholic Faith Word ¢ Blessed Trinity (page 3)
Read together the definition of Blessed Trinity. Ask: How can
One God be Three Persons? This is too difficult for our brains to
understand. We accept this important truth—this mystery—in
faith because that's how God revealed himself in the Bible.

Y49 Distribute the children’s What the Church
Believes and Teaches handbooks.

What the Church
Believes and Teaches

- Baptism (page 21),
Trinity (page 56),
Apostles’ Creed, Sign of the
4. Cross, Glory Be to the Father
- (page 46)




January 11, 2026 ¢ Baptism of the Lord

Ask: What were the priest or deacon’s words at your Baptism?
Prompt by saying, “I baptize you in the name of . . . ” Ask: How
many times can a person be baptized? One. Invite the children to
turn to page 21 in their handbooks to find out why. Read aloud
the last sentence in the first paragraph under“Baptism.” Continue
with the second paragraph. We need to be baptized only once
because Baptism makes us members of God's family forever.

Ask: What promises did your parents and godparents make
when you were baptized? Your parents promised to raise you
as a Catholic, help you live what Jesus taught and love God and
neighbor. Your godparents promised to help your parents do
these things.

Ask: Do you know what it means to renew something—a
library book, a video or video game you rented? Recommit.

We can renew our baptismal promises. Your parents and
godparents renewed their baptismal promises at your Baptism.

Explain that your parents and godparents were asked if
they reject the Devil. Then they said “I do” to these questions:
“Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven
and earth? Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our
Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary, suffered death and was
buried, rose again from the dead, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father? Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
(atholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting?” (The
Order of Baptism of Children, 2020).

Ask: What do those questions remind you of? The Creed. The
Holy Trinity. The Blessed Trinity. Direct the children to turn to
page 56 in their handbooks. Read aloud the definition of Trinity
found there.

Distribute drawing paper and crayons. Invite the children
to print The Blessed Trinity across the top of their papers and draw
away they think about the Trinity. You might share about Saint
Patrick using a three-leaf clover to teach the people in Ireland
about the Trinity. Others use water, ice, and vapor; a pretzel; an
egg; or an equilateral triangle. Also see Good News, page 3.

Direct the children to turn to page 46 in their handbooks
and find The Apostles’ Creed. Invite them to underline “| believe
in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth,” “in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,”and I believe in the Holy
Spirit.” Note how much of the Creed is about the Persons of the
Blessed Trinity. Also note The Sign of the Cross and the Glory Be
to the Father as prayers to the Blessed Trinity.

= Have the children close the What the Church Believes and
Teaches handbooks and return to Good News, page 4.

Live the Gospel

Objectives e The children will:

® Practice the Glory Be to the Father prayer.
® Review key elements of a Baptism.

Activity ¢ We Pray to the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit (page 4) Read aloud the two paragraphs on page 4.
Pray together the Glory Be to the Father in the gold cross.

Activity » My Baptism Booklet (page 4) Distribute
scissors, crayons, and pencils. Remind the children that Baptism
makes us members of God’s family. Invite them to decorate the
cover and print their baptismal names on the line. The cross on
our foreheads shows that we're Jesus’ disciples and members of
God’s family. Direct them to draw water pouring from the cup into
the baptismal font (bowl). When they were baptized, the priest or
deacon poured water over their heads orimmersed (dunked) them
in water.

Direct the children to cut on the dashed line, fold the longer
line first, and then fold the shorter line to make the booklet.

Closing Prayer |Invite the children to bring their copies of
Good News to the prayer circle. Begin with the Sign of the Cross.
Pray: “God calls each of us by name in Baptism. Each child says:
God calls me_____. We were signed with a cross on our foreheads
to show that we belong to God's family. Each child makes a cross on
another child’s forehead. We praise the Blessed Trinity: Glory be to
the Father ... " Refer to prayer on page 4.

Play and sing “The Trinity” (CD-2, #19) to end your Good
News session.

Lesson Wirap-Up

"

5 0ot o5 o st mancamiont?

GospelWeeklies

Y CoodNews Secrament o Bagtom

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this
week’s lesson assessment.

Use Activity #15 from the Good News Activity Book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.

NOTE: You have reached the end of Unit 2. Find the Unit 2
Assessment online at gospelweeklies.com/assessment.
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Name

Prepared by God

The word immaculate means “pure.” Through the power of
God, Mary came into the world pure, or free from sin. God
gave Mary this special gift because he chose her to be the
mother of Jesus. We celebrate this truth of our faith on the
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception.

Look at the two pictures of Mary. Find the differences
between the pictures. Circle the things that are different.
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Let Us Pray

Mary, our mother, God the Father blessed you.
He called you to be the mother of his Son, Jesus.
Help us to be Jesus’ faithful disciples. We ask
this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

@
T Cood News The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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