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Let’s Share the Good News!   
Welcome to a new year of liturgy-based faith formation. “The 
study of sacred Scriptures must be a door opened to every 
believer,” Pope Francis wrote in The Joy of the Gospel (#175). Every 
Venture lesson is based on the Sunday Gospel. It is our privilege, 
as catechists and teachers, to bring the Gospel to children and 
explore its message with them. 

Unit 1: Gospel Overview
As the Church reads from Luke’s Gospel on the last Sundays of 
the Liturgical Year, we hear familiar themes—Jesus’ concern for 
people who are poor, his call to faith that can move mountains and 
persecution, his call to pray without losing heart. These Gospels 
work together in Venture to help middle-grade children discover 
concrete ways to believe, act justly, and pray in their everyday lives.

There are several familiar stories that appear only in Luke’s 
Gospel. The children will hear Jesus tell the parable of Lazarus 
and the rich man, for example, a story that will help them 
recognize and respond to the poor at our own gates today.

Only in Luke’s Gospel does Jesus contrast God with an unjust 
judge who acts with justice in spite of himself at a widow’s 
persistent urging. Venture helps children use psalms and other 
Scripture verses to learn to pray persistently and invites them 
to pray. In this unit, the children will explore the six types of 
prayer. 

Luke alone shares the parable of the Pharisee and the tax 
collector. He contrasts the righteous self-congratulations of a 
person proud of keeping the Commandments with a sinner’s 
humble plea for mercy.  

On All Souls’ Day, John’s Gospel proclaims Jesus’ promise of 
eternal life to believers. With the feast of the Dedication of the 

*Numbers reference activities in the Venture Activity Book. 
†Refers to page numbers in the students’ What the Church Believes and Teaches handbooks. 
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Faith Words

Doctrinal 
Concept*

Catechism 
Handbook Themes† 

A three-year Scope and Sequence chart, which includes the four pillars of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, may be found at gospelweeklies.com/venture. 

Handbook Overview, pg. 4; The Mass: 
Liturgy of the Word, pg. 47

Believe, pg. 5; Great Commandment, 	
pg. 36 

What Is Faith? pg. 8; Apostles’ and 	
Nicene Creeds, pg. 53 

Sacraments of Healing, Sacrament of 	
the Anointing of the Sick, pgs. 23 & 24

Prayer, pgs. 39–42

Moral Law and Virtue, pgs. 30 & 31 

Death and Resurrection, pg. 13; Prayer 	
for the Dead, pg. 53 
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pg. 12; Marks of the Church, pg. 13
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UNIT 1 OVERVIEW: We Follow Jesus’ Teachings

Bayard supports Pope Francis’s call to care for our common home. Please recycle this teaching guide properly. Thank you.

Lateran Basilica, the last lesson in this unit, John expresses Jesus’ 
respect and zeal for his Father’s house. Venture students will 
explore the depths of their understanding of these foundational 
concepts.

Prayer and Gospel Ritual Space
Every Venture lesson plan begins and ends with prayer. The 
children will practice praying the common prayers of the 
Church, as well as spontaneous prayers of praise, thanks, and 
petition. Establish a regular space in your classroom for prayer 
and proclaiming the Gospel. Cover a low table, desk, or even a 
box with a simple cloth. If you wish, decorate it with seasonal 
symbols, flowers, or illustrations. 
    On the cover of every Venture 
lesson, the colored bar at the 
bottom indicates the liturgical color 
for that Sunday (for example, the 
eight weeks of Unit 1 are green for Ordinary Time). You may 
choose to highlight that color in your prayer space. Go to GospelWeeklies.com

l GROW Newsletter and Blog – Subscribe 
to our GROW blog for weekly reflections on 
Sunday’s Gospel, activities, and a Calendar 
of Saints and Feasts.  

l Lesson Updates  provide corrections or helpful additions to 
printed materials.

l Seasonal Activities and Catholic Resources – Reproducible 
activities can be used in a classroom or at home.

l Lesson Assessments 
l User’s Guide – Learn about Teaching Guide features and the 

structure and flow of the Gospel Weeklies lesson plans.
l Family Catechesis Resources

The Gospel at Home is a weekly guide for parents with a Gospel 
summary, discussion starters, and activities in English and 
Spanish.
The Gospel for All Ages includes plans for large-group 
gatherings all based on the Gospel Weeklies lessons.
Parent Teaching Pages – Lesson plans help parents teach at 
home. 

l Scope and Sequence Chart – gospelweeklies.com/venture

GROW
PFLAUM Gospel Resources of the Week

blog

Online Resources: Quick Links 
l	 Lesson Assessment (gospelweeklies.com/assessment)
l	 Seasonal Resources (gospelweeklies.com/seasonal)
l	 Parent Teaching Pages (gospelweeklies.com/venture)
l	 Video Links (gospelweeklies.com/weekly-videos)
l	 Find resources at catholictv.org/masses/catholictv-mass to 

support or enhance your lessons.

To promote belief in the Real Presence, 
every lesson of the Gospel Weeklies includes 
a Eucharist Quote. Pflaum also offers 
reflections on these quotes to share in print 
or on social media. Related videos, articles, 
and student activities are also available at 
gospelweeklies.com/eucharist.

Early Start Lessons

If your program begins before the September 21 lesson, 
you may wish to purchase our Summer Solemnities Unit 
(Product Code: PGW-VESS). There are also three Early 
Start Lessons in the Venture Activity Book (Product Code: 
PGW-5304) and three free Early Start Lessons available to 
download and print at gospelweeklies.com/venture. 

Jubilee 2025 Pilgrims of Hope 
Pflaum provides background sheets to help catechists 
and teachers share the purpose of the Jubilee with 
their students and families. Find these and other 
Jubilee resources at gospelweeklies.com/jubilee.

Music Collection 
The Venture/Visions music collection contains 
songs by various artists that correlate to the Liturgical 
Year. Complete albums or individual songs are available for 
download at giamusic.com/PGW. There are also several free 
replacement downloads available at gospelweeklies.com/
music.

Lo
rd 

Jes
us,

 yo

u are truly present. Amen!

Go to gospelweeklies.com/papacy 
or scan this QR code for updates 
related to Pope Leo XIV:
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Sunday Readings: Amos 8:4–7; 1 Timothy 2:1–8; 
Luke 16:1–13

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
Sunday’s Gospel begins with Jesus’ parable about a steward whose master was 
unhappy with him for squandering property. To ensure he’d have friends to help him 
if he was fired, the steward sacrificed his commission and lowered the amounts due 
from his master’s debtors. 

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
People can spend a lot of time and energy trying to look good in the eyes of the 
world. But money can’t buy happiness. Jesus teaches that we must serve God first. 
When we do this, we will find happiness that lasts. We will also be more generous in 
sharing our wealth with those who have less. We learn Jesus’ teachings by listening 
to the Gospel during the Liturgy of the Word at Mass. 

“Everything the true Christian has is . . . a good possessed in common with 
everyone else. All Christians should be ready and eager to come to the help of the 
needy . . . and of their neighbors in want” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 952). 

September 21, 2025 • 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

 Materials 
l  Venture Student Lesson for 9/21
l  Catechism handbook, pages 4 & 47
l  pens or pencils, colored pencils or markers
l  audio player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bibles (one per child)
l  Bible, cloth, candle, Liturgical Year calendar
l  card stock, coins, name tags 
Suggested Music
l  “We Will Walk with God” (CD-2, #8)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Venture Activity Book, Activity #13
l  Lesson Assessment (gospelweeklies.com/assessment)
l  Video Links (gospelweeklies.com/weekly-videos) 

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (15–20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Activity l Welcome to Venture! (page 2)
l  Story l The Popular Table (pages 2–4)
l  Discuss the first Think question related to the story.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Teaches About Serving God (page 5) 
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel. 
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 5)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine.

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 4.

l  Catholic Faith Words l Liturgy of the Word, theological virtues 
(page 6)

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 6)
Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)
l  Activity l Hope Is an Anchor for Our Souls (page 7)
l  Activity/Game l Get to Know One Another (page 8)
l  Activity l Our Venture Class Is a Community (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer
Take-Home  
l  Cover Activity l Are You Ready? (page 1)
l  The Mass: Liturgy of the Word (Venture Activity Book, #13)
l  Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 

do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 7 together. 

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song & Prayer l “We Will Walk with God” (CD-2, #8)
l  Cover Activity l Are You Ready? (page 1)
l  Activity l Welcome to Venture! (page 2)
l  Story l The Popular Table (pages 2–4) 
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story.
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40—45 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Teaches About Serving God (page 5)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 5)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine.

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 4.

l  The Mass: Liturgy of the Word (Venture Activity Book, #13)
l  Catholic Faith Words l Liturgy of the Word, theological virtues 

(page 6)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 6)
Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)  
l  Activity l Hope Is an Anchor for Our Souls (page 7)
l  Activity/Game l Get to Know One Another (page 8) 
l  Activity l Our Venture Class Is a Community (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer
Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and do 
the With My Family and Friends activities on page 7 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG1-4



Lesson Theme: Jesus teaches us to put God first.

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Prudent means “marked by 
wisdom.” Throughout our lives, 
we all receive prudent, or wise, 
advice. Invite the students to reflect 
on some of the prudent lessons 
they have received from parents, 
teachers, or the Church. As a group, 
create a book of prudent lessons.

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “We Will Walk with God” (CD-2, #8)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG1-6)
l  Cover Activity l Are You Ready? (page 1)
l  Activity l Welcome to Venture! (page 2)
l  Story l The Popular Table (pages 2–4) 
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story. 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for those who teach us about 

you. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for those who teach us 

about you. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Teaches About Serving God (page 5)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 5)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for Jesus, who teaches us to 

love. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for Jesus, who teaches us 

to love. Amen. (Repeat.)
Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 4.

l  The Mass: Liturgy of the Word (Venture Activity Book, #13)
l  Catholic Faith Words l Liturgy of the Word, theological virtues 

(page 6)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 6)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to learn from and love the Bible. 

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to learn from and love 

the Bible. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l Hope Is an Anchor for Our Souls (page 7)
l  Activity/Game l Get to Know One Another (page 8)
l  Activity l Our Venture Class Is a Community (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to open our ears and hearts 

to you. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to open our ears and 

hearts to you. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG1-7)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 7 together.

Extending the Lesson

l  September 15–October 15: National Hispanic 
Heritage Month – Every year, Americans observe 
National Hispanic Heritage Month by celebrating 
the histories, cultures, and contributions of 
American citizens whose ancestors came from 
Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean, and Central and 
South America. Approximately 40 percent of adult 
Catholics in the United States identify as Hispanic 
or Latino/a. 

l  September 22–28: National Migration Week
l  September 23: Saint Pio of Pietrelcina – Also 

known as Padre Pio, this twentieth-century 
Capuchin friar was the first priest in Catholic history 
known to have the stigmata—the five wounds 
Christ endured at his Crucifixion. Padre Pio built 
hospitals for people suffering in body and soul. 
Pray: Loving God, be near to all those who hurt, 
especially those who suffer alone. Amen. 

Curriculum Connections  
l  ELA: Remind the students that just like Sunday’s Gospel, many 

stories teach lessons. Have them each read a fable or folktale from 
around the world, summarize the story and theme, and write a 
paragraph about its lesson. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2)

l  SS: Arrange the students into pairs of customers and bankers. 
Distribute money math manipulatives. Have each customer 
deposit money into a savings account at the bank. Explain interest 
rates and direct each banker to contribute a percentage of the 
amount the customer deposited as interest. Have each pair write a 
paragraph explaining interest. (D2.Eco.10.3–5)

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Unit 1: We Follow Jesus’ Teachings   l   TG1-5



Share Experiences 
Objectives l The children will:
l  Establish a prayer space and rituals for the classroom. 
l  Review their knowledge of the Mass and get familiar with 

their Catechism handbooks.
l  Rank their preferred ways to learn. 
l  Identify and discuss how temptation can compel people to 

do wrong things in order to fit in with peers. 

Play and sing “We Will Walk with God” (CD-2, #8). Lyrics 
are available to download and print at gospelweeklies.
com/lyrics.

Gathering Prayer  If your class has not met before, distribute 
name tags so you can call each other by name. Gather in your 
prayer space (see page TG1-3 for setup instructions). Begin 
each class by inviting a child to point to the current Sunday on a 
Liturgical Year calendar. Then open the Bible to the Sunday Gospel 
reading. Pray: Loving God, we come together to learn about 
Jesus and about our Catholic faith. Help us be good listeners and 
respectful friends. Bless our time here today. All: Amen.

Cover Activity l Are You Ready? (page 1) Read 
aloud the the introductory paragraph. Distribute the What the 
Church Believes and Teaches handbooks and pencils. Direct the 
children to work individually or in pairs. DOWN: 1. lector; 2. Word; 
3. Testament; 5. Amen; 6. Christ; 8. New; ACROSS: 4. John; 		
7. Sunday; 9. Eucharist; 10. Jesus. 

Activity l Welcome to Venture! (page 2)  
Use this survey to identify the children’s favorite activities and 
preferred ways of responding and participating. Invite the children to 
share their likes and dislikes. 

Story l The Popular Table (pages 2–4)  Explain that 
the story follows a “choose-your-own-ending” format. The initial 
dilemma can have multiple endings, depending on the choices they 
select for Sophie. Have the children read the story in pairs or alone 
silently.  

Discuss the Think questions related to the story. 
Answers: 1. Open-ended; a desire to feel included or special, 
feeling unsure of oneself, getting caught in a situation they 

are unprepared to deal with. Open-ended; imagining or practicing how 
they might respond in tough situations could help, praying for strength 
to do what’s right. 2. Open-ended; these are not great friends for 
Sophie. It may be challenging or unsettling to have to find new friends, 
but it will be better overall to have friends she can rely on. 3. The 

children’s responses will vary widely, and they may not be completely 
satisfied with the choices that are presented in the story. Let them 
debate the choices and advocate for alternatives. 4. We must identify 
our sins, admit them, and seek forgiveness through the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. Then, we must seek to avoid these sins in the future.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The children will:
l  Identify that Jesus wants us to serve God, not money or 

possessions.
l  Examine their Catechism handbooks.  
l  Recognize the parts of the Liturgy of the Word. 
l  Relate our journey to Heaven as a pilgrimage. 
l  Explore Bible verses about hope.

Gather in your space for proclaiming the Gospel. Play and 
sing “Word of Truth and Life” 	 (CD-1, #1).  

Sunday Gospel l Jesus Teaches About Serving 
God (page 5) Every week, Venture adapts the Sunday Gospel to 
the reading level of middle-grade children and puts it in dramatic 
form so the children can join in proclaiming the Word. Invite five 
volunteers to take parts and proclaim the Gospel.

Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel. 
Answers: 1. He has wasted his master’s money. 2. He 
wants people to feel kindly toward him and help him when 

he is out of work. Maybe the amount he took off the debts was extra 
he had tacked on for himself. The rich man sees that the steward was 
clever about looking out for himself. 3. Cheating is taking or stealing 
something a person has no right to, like good grades or money. 	
4. Children of the light are loyal to God, dependable, and honest. 
They do not put having money ahead of God—God and money are 
the “two masters” to which Jesus refers. 5. Jesus wants his disciples 
to share what they have, whether it’s their talents, time, or money.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l We 
Serve God, Not Money (page 5)  Read together 
this summary of today’s Gospel message.

Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 
Answers: Open-ended; we may think that having more 
money or things will make us happier or help others think 

better about us. 2. Open-ended; the children may share names of 
people they know from their family, school, or parish, or perhaps a 
celebrity or political leader. Ask: How do you know they put God first?   

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Distribute the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks.

Lesson Theme: Jesus teaches us to put 
God first.
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September 21, 2025 • 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment.  
Use Activity #13 from the Venture Activity Book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Have the children close the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks and return to Venture, page 6.

Catholic Faith Words l Liturgy of the Word, 
theological virtues (page 6)  Read aloud the definitions 
to summarize this part of the lesson and lead into the Our Catholic 
Faith feature.  

Our Catholic Faith l We Are a Pilgrim Church 
(page 6) Invite volunteers to read aloud the feature, changing 
readers at each paragraph. Distribute Bibles and help the children 
locate Romans in the New Testament. Give them time to complete 
the Bible Search. If time allows, invite them to share their favorite 
verse about hope and why they like its message.  © 2017 Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc., Dayton, OH (800-543-4383) gospelweeklies.com. 

Permission is granted to reproduce this page for use by parishes, schools, and families using Pflaum Gospel Weeklies.

November 6, 2025
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Name:

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

1. In the Sunday Gospel, what do we learn from the foolish girls’ mistake?

2. What is their consequence for getting more oil?

3. Name two ways we can prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming.

4. When do we pray psalms?

5. In the story “The Happy Dance,” why isn’t Juan prepared for the talent show?

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The children will:
l  Identify hope as an anchor for their souls.
l  Build class community by getting to know one another.

Living the Gospel l Hope Is an Anchor for Our 
Souls (page 7)  Ask: Who remembers the theme of Jubilee 
2025? Pilgrims of Hope. Read aloud the activity title, introduction, 
and directions. Distribute pencils and crayons, colored pencils, or 
markers. Direct the children to work on this activity by themselves. 
Invite sharing as time permits.

Activity l Get to Know One Another (page 8)  
Organize into groups of four. Give each group a coin. Play the 
game.

Activity l Our Venture Class Is a Community 
(page 8)  
l  Getting to Know Me Distribute card stock and crayons, 
colored pencils, or markers. Give the children time to create name 
cards and fold them into a long tent shape. Save the name cards to 
mark each child’s seat in class for the rest of the unit.  
l  Our Venture Motto A motto helps identify or unify a group. 
Direct each child to come up with two words they think should 
be part of their class motto. Invite them to read out their words 
as you record them on the board. Use as many of the words as 
possible to draft a motto. Write the motto on a poster board. Invite 
everyone to sign it. Post it in your room for every class. 

Closing Prayer Gather in a prayer circle. Take turns thanking 
God for the members of this group. Start with the child on your 
left. “Thank you, loving God, for _____.” That child thanks God for 
the child on his left and so on. Conclude by asking God to bless the 
children.

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
Knowing and Living Your Faith 
(page 4), The Mass: Liturgy of 
the Word (page 47)  

Turn to page 4. Read the title at the top of the page. Invite 
four volunteers to read aloud the letter, each taking a different 
paragraph as the rest of the class follows along.  

Summarize by calling out keywords from the letter and 
asking the children what they mean to them. Accept all relevant 
answers. Possible words: Jesus, beliefs, actions, faith, prayer. 

Turn to the Table of Contents. The four middle items relate to the 
four pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic Church on which the 
children’s handbooks are based. In these four pillars, the Catechism 
recognizes Christians as persons who believe, praise and celebrate, 
follow Jesus, and pray. 

Turn to page 47 and review the four main parts of the Mass: 
Introductory Rites, Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of the Eucharist 
(includes Communion Rite), and Concluding Rites. Briefly go over 
the Introductory Rites of Mass. 

Move on to the right column. Take turns reading aloud each 
part of the Liturgy of the Word. Invite the children to identify how 
the Liturgy of the Word begins and ends. First Reading and Prayer 
of the Faithful. Ask: What does the Liturgy of the Word prepare us 
to do? Celebrate the Eucharist.

            ddss

for Children

                CATECHISM HANDBOOK  

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
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Sunday Readings: Amos 6:1a, 4–7; 1 Timothy 6:11–16; 
Luke 16:19–31

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
In this Sunday’s Gospel, a beggar lies at a rich man’s door, but the rich man never even 
gives him scraps from his plate. Death reverses the fortunes of the two men: the beggar 
finds comfort in Heaven; the well-fed rich man is now thirsty and suffering. The rich man 
asks Abraham to send someone to warn his brothers of the fate that awaits them if they fail to 
share their worldly goods. Abraham reminds the rich man that his brothers already have the 
words of Moses and the prophets.  

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
In Sunday’s Gospel, the rich man never even thinks of the simple act of sharing his leftovers 
with the beggar at his gate. Jesus challenges  those of us who receive his Body and Blood 
at Mass to share ourselves and our riches. This Gospel story does not ask us to take on the 
needs of the whole world. We do need to notice people in need who are near us—like 
Lazarus at the rich man’s gate. Jesus gives us a road map to Heaven: we must notice and 
care for others, especially the poor and weak. 
	 “[T]he Eucharist commits us to the poor. To receive in truth the Body and Blood of 
Christ . . . we must recognize Christ in the poorest, his brethren” (CCC, 1397). 

September 28, 2025 • 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Materials 
l  Venture Student Lesson for 9/28
l  Catechism handbook, pages 5 & 36
l  pens or pencils
l  audio player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bibles (one per child)
l  copies of Catechism of the Catholic Church 
l  Bible, cloth, candle, Liturgical Year calendar
l  name cards from 9/21 lesson, class motto 
Suggested Music
l  “Send Down the Fire” (CD-2, # 6)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Venture Activity Book, Activity #4
l  Lesson Assessment (gospelweeklies.com/

assessment)
l  Video Links (gospelweeklies.com/weekly-videos)

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (15–20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity (page 1)
l  Story l Learning to Like It (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the third Think question related to the story. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (25—30 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l The Rich Man and Lazarus (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 5. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Catholic Faith Word l justice (page 5)

Live the Gospel (10—15 minutes)
l  Activity l Finding My Way in the Bible (pages 6–7)
l  Closing Prayer 

Take-Home  
l  Have the children read the Saints feature on page 8 at home. 
l  New Testament: Great Commandment (Venture Activity Book, #4)
l  Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 

do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together. 

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song & Prayer l “Send Down the Fire” (CD-2, #6)
l  Cover Activity (page 1)
l  Story l Learning to Like It (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story.
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (45—50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l The Rich Man and Lazarus (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel. 
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine.

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 5.

l  New Testament: Great Commandment (Venture Activity Book, #4)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Catholic Faith Word l justice (page 5)

Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)  
l  Activity l Finding My Way in the Bible (pages 6–7)
l  Activity l We Pray with October Saints (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer

Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 	
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together. 

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG1-8



Lesson Theme: Jesus teaches us to notice and care.

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Read the Corporal Works of Mercy 
(see page 50 in What the Church 
Believes and Teaches). Discuss how 
both Lazarus and the rich man could 
have benefited from them. Invite 
your students to consider how to live 
out these works in their own lives. 
Invite them each to commit to living 
out one work this week.

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “Send Down the Fire” (CD-2, #6)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG1-10)
l  Cover Activity (page 1)
l  Story l Learning to Like It (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story. 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to notice those who are in 

need. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to notice those who are in 

need. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l The Rich Man and Lazarus (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to listen to your Word. Amen. 

(Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to listen to your Word. 

Amen. (Repeat.)
Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 5.

l  New Testament: Great Commandment (Venture Activity Book, #4)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Catholic Faith Word l justice (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to follow your commands. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God help us to follow your commands. 

Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l Finding My Way in the Bible (pages 6–7)
l  Activity l We Pray with October Saints (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us choose to notice and act 

with love. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us choose to notice and act 

with love. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG1-11)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Extending the Lesson

l  September 28: World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees – Act: Pray for migrants, refugees, 
and all who have left their homes to seek a 
better life.

l  September 29: Saints Michael, Gabriel, and 
Raphael, Archangels – Act: Pray the Prayer to 
Saint Michael the Archangel.

l  September 30: Saint Jerome – Jerome had 
a strong devotion to Sacred Scripture. His 
translation of the Bible to Latin became the 

official text used by the Church. Jerome said, 
“Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.” 
Act: Memorize a passage from the Bible.

l  October 2: Memorial of the Holy Guardian 
Angels – Pray the Prayer to My Guardian Angel.

l  October 4: Saint Francis of Assisi – This patron 
saint of ecology loved all of God’s Creation. He 
chose poverty and trusting God over personal 
wealth. He is the founder of the Franciscans. Act: 
Pray the Peace Prayer of Saint Francis.

Curriculum Connections  
l  Health: Have the students bring in magazines they can cut up. 

Discuss what it means to be healthy—emotionally, intellectually, 
physically, socially, and spiritually. Direct small groups to create 
collages of examples of the different types of health. They should 
also write or cut out words that describe these types of health. 
(NHES.1.5.2)

l  ELA: Direct the students to read a short nonfiction piece (e.g., 
from a magazine or newspaper). Invite them to explain what the 
piece says, using examples from the text to support their analysis. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.1)

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Unit 1: We Follow Jesus’ Teachings   l   TG1-9



Share Experiences 
Objectives l The children will:
l  Practice noticing hidden objects.
l  Recognize that doing something uncomfortable to serve 

others helps them grow.    
Play and sing “Send Down the Fire” (CD-2, #6). Lyrics are 
available to download and print at gospelweeklies.com/
lyrics.

Gathering Prayer  Gather in a prayer circle. Invite a child 
to point to the current Sunday on a Liturgical Year calendar. Open 
the Bible to the Sunday Gospel. Invite the children to share any 
petitions they wish. Pray: Loving God, you hear our prayers. We 
trust in your love for us. Bless our time together today. Amen.   

Cover Activity (page 1) Distribute pencils and give the 
children time to find and circle the hidden objects in the pile.      

Story l Learning to Like It (pages 2–3) Before 
turning to the story, ask the children if their parents have ever said 
to them, “You’ll learn to like it” or similar words. Ask: Did you learn 
to like whatever it was? Why or why not? 

Direct the children to open Venture. Ask: Can you tell from 
the title and illustrations what the story might be about? Have 
you helped cook or serve in a food program? Read the story 
aloud together as a class or give the children time to read it 
to themselves quietly. Invite reactions to Rachel’s feelings 
throughout the story. Ask: Why might she learn to like serving at 
the soup kitchen? 

Discuss the Think questions related to the story. 
Answers: 1. Open-ended; it could be that Rachel is 
uncomfortable at the soup kitchen. It’s an unfamiliar 

situation. Ask the children how Rachel could overcome that 
feeling. How about bringing along a friend? 2. Their family has 
committed to volunteering; Rachel’s mom wants her to be aware of 
those who are in need. 3. Rachel gets physically and emotionally 
closer to the people she serves; Joe senses her nervousness. Her mom 
helps, too, by encouraging Rachel to be brave. 4. Open-ended. Note 
that these models don’t need to be adults; they can be the friends 
with whom we choose to surround ourselves. 5. Have the children 
consider this question on their own first; then use the QR code on 
page 3, lower right, to link to a page of student responses.  

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The children will:
l  Recognize that Jesus wants us to notice and care for the 

needs of others. 
l  Explore the Catechism of the Catholic Church as the source 

of teachings in their Catechism handbooks.  
l  Relate the themes of Sunday’s First Reading and Gospel to 

the virtue of justice.

Gather in the space you have reserved for proclaiming the 
Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life” CD-1, #1). 

Sunday Gospel l The Rich Man and Lazarus 
(page 4) Invite four volunteers to take the parts of Narrator, 
Jesus, Rich Man, and Abraham. Direct them to proclaim the 
Gospel.  

Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel. 
Answers:  1. He may not have wanted to waste his time 
on a beggar, or he may not have even noticed Lazarus was 

there. Open-ended; he could have been more aware of the needs of 
others and more generous. 2. The great gap (chasm) stands for a space 
between Heaven and Hell; it is also the blind spot that prevents one 
person from understanding another and the blindness of indifference 
or not wanting to notice. The arms of Abraham are a metaphor for the 
comfort and happiness people will find Heaven. 3. In life, the rich man 
ignores Lazarus completely. Rachel and her mother notice Joe and have 
a relationship with him. It is not just charity. This is the way that Jesus 
wants us to treat people who are poor or homeless. 4. Jesus wants us to 
notice the needs of those around us and do something about them.  

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l Jesus 
Wants Us to Notice and Respond to 
People in Need (page 4) Read this feature as a 
summary of Sunday’s Gospel concept.

Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 
Answers: 1. Our own selfishness; it’s most often a case of 
being too busy or self-centered to really notice the needs of 

others. 2. If you see someone in distress, you can get them to people 
who can help. Supporting these organizations—shelters, food 
pantries, soup kitchens—through donations of money or time is 
also a way that you can make a difference right away.   

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Distribute the children’s What the Church 
Believes and Teaches handbooks.

Lesson Theme: Jesus teaches us to 
notice and care.

TG1-10



September 28, 2025 • 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

© 2017 Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc., Dayton, OH (800-543-4383) gospelweeklies.com. 
Permission is granted to reproduce this page for use by parishes, schools, and families using Pflaum Gospel Weeklies.

November 6, 2025
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Name:

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

1. In the Sunday Gospel, what do we learn from the foolish girls’ mistake?

2. What is their consequence for getting more oil?

3. Name two ways we can prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming.

4. When do we pray psalms?

5. In the story “The Happy Dance,” why isn’t Juan prepared for the talent show?

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 

Use Activity #4 from the Venture Activity Book as a 	
take-home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Have the children close the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks and return to Venture, page 5.

Our Catholic Faith l Jesus Calls Us to Live Justly 
(page 5)  Make sure the children know the First Reading each 
Sunday is from the Old Testament—the first forty-six books of the 
Bible. Read the first three paragraphs aloud as a group. Distribute 
Bibles, read the First Reading together, and discuss Amos’s message. 
Save the Justice Prayer to conclude class. 

Catholic Faith Word l justice (page 5)  Emphasize 
that we work for justice when we notice the needs and hopes of 
people around us and care enough to help them. 

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The children will:
l  Identify the audience and stories of the Gospel of Luke.
l  Follow step-by-step directions for looking up Bible 

passages.

l  Recognize facts about some October saints.
l  Recognize the Christian call to help people in need.

Living the Gospel l Finding My Way in the 
Bible (pages 6–7)  Begin the activity by reading aloud the 
introduction to Luke’s Gospel on page 6. This activity provides 
children with step-by-step directions for finding this Sunday’s 
readings in the Bible. The children will feel very empowered when 
they learn how to find their way through the Bible. Begin by reading 
aloud the paragraphs in the book shape with the children. 

Distribute the Bibles and let the children work individually or 
in pairs. If time permits, have them look up the two citations in the 
Practice box. Answers: (I will give you a…) new heart, and a new 
spirit I will put within you. I will remove the heart of stone from your 
flesh and give you a heart of flesh. (Jesus said, “When you pray say…) 
Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. Give us each 
day our daily bread and forgive us our sins for we ourselves forgive 
everyone in debt to us, and do not subject us to the final test.”

Activity l We Pray with October Saints (page 8) 
Give the children some time to review the short biographies of 
the saints listed. You may wish to assign homework of identifying 
saints’ days for some of the blank dates.    

Closing Prayer l Justice Prayer (page 5) Arrange 
the class into two groups. After the first “All” part, mention some 
of the October saints from page 8. These are people who are our 
models of keeping the faith, seeking justice for all, and feeding 
the hungry. Encourage the children to keep their eyes and hearts 
open to notice and care for the needs of others. 

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
Believe (page 5), 
The Great Commandment 
(page 36)  

Turn to page 5. Arrange your group into three smaller groups. 
Assign Group 1 to read the third paragraph on page 5. 
Direct them to prepare a summary of that paragraph for their 
classmates. Suggest that they emphasize these words: family of 
faith, gifts and duties, love and serve everyone. 
Assign Group 2 to read and summarize the fourth paragraph. 
In their summary, they should describe how God is like a good 
parent and how we are like children in the family of God, the 
Church.
Distribute copies of the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
to Group 3 to examine. This group will describe the Catechism 
to their classmates—number of pages, format (numbered 
paragraphs), reading level. Point out that the Catechism has the 
same four parts (pillars) as their handbooks.  
Turn to page 36 and direct the children to find The Great 
Commandment. Invite a volunteer to read it aloud. 
Invite the children to brainstorm ways they can show their love 
for God and others through noticing and caring for those who are 
in need. Encourage them to follow through on these ideas.  
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Sunday Readings: Habakkuk 1:2–3; 2:2–4; 2 Timothy 1:6–8, 13–14; 
Luke 17:5–10

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
This Sunday’s Gospel contains two messages, each of them succinctly presented by Jesus. In 
the first, he stresses the importance of faith in the life of discipleship, speaking of the power of 
faith that is  “as big as a mustard seed.”  The second teaching concerns the duties of a servant 
to his master. The servant waits on the master and attends to his demands. In return, the 
master is satisfied but not grateful; the servant is simply doing his duty. We can make no claim 
on God’s goodness. By fulfilling the demands of discipleship, we are only doing our duty. 

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus’ friends ask for more faith. Jesus wants his disciples to 
understand that faith doesn’t come in amounts like money. Faith is knowing that we can count 
on God’s faithfulness. As believers, we receive our faith as a gift and are expected to share it 
with others. Faith is both personal and public. We proclaim our faith when we pray our Creed: 
I believe!

“Faith is a personal act—the free response of the human person to the initiative of God 
who reveals himself” (CCC, 166). Every time we pray the Creed at Mass, we profess our faith in 
God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—and state what we believe as Catholics.  
	

October 5, 2025 • 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Materials 
l  Venture Student Lesson for 10/5
l  Catechism handbook, pages 8 & 53
l  pens or pencils
l  audio player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bibles (one per child)
l  Bible, cloth, candle, Liturgical Year calendar
l  name cards from 9/21 lesson, class motto 
Suggested Music
l  “We Will Walk with God” (CD-2, #8)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1) 

Lesson Resources
l  Venture Activity Book, Activity #9
l  Lesson Assessment (gospelweeklies.com/

assessment)
l  Video Links (gospelweeklies.com/weekly-

videos)

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (15–20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l What Do You Believe In? (page 1)
l  Story l From Soldier to Saint (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the second Think question related to the story.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (25—30 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Calls Us to Believe and Act (page 4) 
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel. 
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine.  

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 8. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Catholic Faith Word l apostolic (page 5)

Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)
l  Activity l What Is Faith Like? (pages 6–7)
l  Closing Prayer & Song  l “We Will Walk . . .” (CD-2, #8) (page 7)

Take-Home  
l  Have the children read the Saints feature on page 8 at home.  
l  The Creed (Venture Activity Book, #9)
l  Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 

do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together. 

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (15—20 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song & Prayer l “We Will Walk with God” (CD-2, #8)
l  Cover Activity l What Do You Believe In? (page 1)
l  Story l From Soldier to Saint (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story. 

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (45—50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Calls Us to Believe and Act (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel. 
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine.  

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 8.

l  The Creed (Venture Activity Book, #9) 
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Catholic Faith Word l apostolic (page 5) 

Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  Activity l What Is Faith Like? (pages 6–7)
l  Saints l Saint Carlo Acutis (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer & Song l “We Will Walk . . .” (CD-2, #8) (page 7)
Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and do 
the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG1-12



Lesson Theme: Jesus invites us to believe and serve.

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
For most of us, service begins 
at home. Brainstorm ways your 
students can help their parents this 
week (set the table, make their 
bed, put away laundry, etc.). Invite 
each child to select one of these 
actions to do this week. Next week, 
discuss how they felt and how their 
parents reacted. 

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “We Will Walk with God” (CD-2, #8)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG1-14)
l  Cover Activity l What Do You Believe In? (page 1)
l  Story l From Soldier to Saint (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story. 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for people who believe in us. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for people who believe in 

us. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Calls Us to Believe and Act (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help our faith in you grow stronger. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help our faith in you grow stronger. 

Amen. (Repeat.)
Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 8.

l  The Creed (Venture Activity Book, #9) 
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Catholic Faith Word  l apostolic (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for the gift of faith. Amen. 

(Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for the gift of faith. 

Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l What Is Faith Like? (pages 6–7)
l  Saints l Saint Carlo Acutis (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to trust you always. Amen. 

(Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to trust you always. 

Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Closing Prayer & Song  l “We Will Walk . . .” (CD-2, #8) (page 7)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Extending the Lesson

l  October 5: Respect Life Sunday – Act: Pray that 
the dignity of all human life be valued and protected.

l  October 7: Our Lady of the Rosary – Once 
called the Feast of Our Lady of Victory, this day 
commemorates the sixteenth-century victory that 
saved Europe from Turkish invasion. It is said that 
sailors aboard ships prayed the Rosary during the 
battle. Pray: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 
sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

l  October 9: Saint John Henry Newman – John 
was a priest, preacher, theologian, and writer. 
Newman Clubs on college campuses bear his 
name, and his writings influenced the Second 
Vatican Council.

l  October 11: Saint John XXIII – “Good Pope John” 
was an older man when he was elected pope, 
yet he called for the Second Vatican Council—a 
major event of renewal for the Catholic Church. He 
worked for peace during the Cold War. 

Curriculum Connections  
l  Tech: Direct pairs of students to generate questions about 

eating traditions around the world. Invite them to use digital 
tools to answer their questions and produce a pamphlet 
demonstrating what they learned. (ISTE2016.3)

l  Sci: Direct small groups to conduct an investigation to 
determine if plants get the materials they need for growth 
mainly from air and water. One way this could be done is by 
watering plants with different liquids (salt or sugar water, 
soda, etc.) and tracking their growth. Invite the students to 
present their findings to the class. (5-LS1-1)

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Unit 1: We Follow Jesus’ Teachings   l   TG1-13



Share Experiences 
Objectives l The children will:
l  Identify their beliefs and people who inspire their faith. 
l  Dramatize the life and calling of Saint Francis of Assisi.

Play and sing “We Will Walk with God” (CD-2, #8). Lyrics 
are available at gospelweeklies.com/lyrics.  

Gathering Prayer  Gather in a prayer circle. Invite a child to 
point to the current Sunday on a Liturgical Year calendar. Make 
an alphabet prayer of praise by asking children to thank God for 
something beautiful for each letter of the alphabet. Begin the 
prayer yourself. Conclude with an enthusiastic “Thank you, God, for 
everything you have made!”

Cover Activity l What Do You Believe In? (page 1) 
Distribute pencils and direct the children to complete the cover 
activity. Invite them to share their responses.

Story l From Soldier to Saint (pages 2–3) This 
week’s story is set in dramatic form. Invite the children to guess 
from the title and illustrations whom the play is about. Assign 
parts to volunteers and read the play aloud. Take the part of Luigi 
(the letter writer and interviewer) yourself.

Discuss the Think questions related to the story. 
Answers: 1. Francis was wealthy, a little wild, but fun and 
generous. Going to war, being in prison, getting sick, and 

hearing God’s call changed him. 2. Francis shared money with the 
leper but realized he needed to give more completely of himself. This 
was a major conversion point in his life. 3. Luigi underestimated 
Francis’s legacy and influence. People remember and imitate Francis’s 
dependence on God, care for the poor and sick, love of Creation, 
peacemaking efforts, and sharing the Nativity scene. 

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The children will:
l  Identify that even a small amount of faith can grow. 
l  Recognize that true belief involves the heart (relationship 

with Jesus and his followers) and hands (service).
l  Identify faith as a gift from God. 
l  Describe how beliefs we profess in our Creeds are expressed 

in our actions.

Gather for the proclamation of the Gospel. Play and sing 
“Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1).

Sunday Gospel l Jesus Calls Us to Believe 
and Act (page 4)  Invite two volunteers to take the parts 
of Narrator and Jesus. The rest of the class will take the disciples’ 
part. Proclaim the Gospel. 

Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel. 
Answers: 1. Jesus’ friends may want to work miracles as 
he does or to feel confident when people challenge them 

about their belief in Jesus. 2. Explain that a mustard seed is tiny. 
Jesus suggests that faith even the size of a mustard seed is enough. 
Like a mustard seed, faith can sprout and grow. 3. Open-ended. 
Initiate discussion by sharing things you do to help your faith 
grow. 4. Saint Francis lives his faith openly and freely; he is not 
afraid to change from his early life of parties and fun to a life for 
God. He shows that he trusts God completely by giving back all of his 
material possessions. 

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l Faith Is 
a Gift to Be Shared (page 4)  Invite the children 
to read this feature as a summary of the Gospel message 
about growing and sharing our faith. 

Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 
Answers: 1. Responses may include prayer, Mass 
attendance, reading the Bible, as well as catechists, 

parents, grandparents, priests or other religious, lay leaders, and 
volunteers. You may wish to share what/who helps you build your 
faith. 2. Open-ended; it may be easier to believe in Jesus when 
things are going well in our lives. When our prayers seem to go 
unanswered or things are challenging, it can be difficult to remain 
faithful. 3. Open-ended. Remind the children that acts of kindness 
and modeling Christian virtues are excellent ways to share their 
faith. They may also choose to share their religious traditions or 
prayer practice or invite friends to join them at Mass.

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
What Is Faith? (page 8), 
The Apostles’ Creed and 
The Nicene Creed (page 53)

Refer back to the children’s responses on the Cover Activity. 
Invite volunteers to try to define faith. Faith is one of the 
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Distribute the children’s What the Church 
Believes and Teaches handbooks.

Lesson Theme: Jesus invites us to believe 
and serve.

TG1-14



October 5, 2025 • 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 

Use Activity #9 from the Venture Activity Book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Have the children close the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks and return to Venture, page 5.

Our Catholic Faith l Jesus Sent Out Apostles 
to Share the Faith (page 5)  The Second Readings for 
the Sundays in October are from Paul’s second letter to Timothy. 
Answers: 1. Paul tells Timothy to “stir into flame” the gift of his 
faith by sharing it (his testimony) with others. 2. Timothy will 
need to be brave enough to share his faith. There will be people 
who will try to shame him or otherwise harm him for his belief. 
Paul knows this too well, as he wrote many of his epistles, or 
letters, to Church leaders while he was imprisoned.

Catholic Faith Word l apostolic (page 5)  Read 
the definition as a summary of the page 5 concept. 

© 2017 Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc., Dayton, OH (800-543-4383) gospelweeklies.com. 
Permission is granted to reproduce this page for use by parishes, schools, and families using Pflaum Gospel Weeklies.

November 6, 2025
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Name:

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

1. In the Sunday Gospel, what do we learn from the foolish girls’ mistake?

2. What is their consequence for getting more oil?

3. Name two ways we can prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming.

4. When do we pray psalms?

5. In the story “The Happy Dance,” why isn’t Juan prepared for the talent show?

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The children will: 
l Express ways a faithful friend would act in different 

situations.
l Explore the life and faith of Saint Carlo Acutis. 

Living the Gospel l What Is Faith Like? 
(pages 6–7)  This activity gives the children an opportunity 
to recognize their own faith and explore who shares faith with 
them.
l Who Is a Faithful Friend? (page 6) Arrange the children into 
pairs to discuss the four scenarios. Then bring the pairs back into 
the large group and invite them to report on how they think a 
faithful friend would act.
l Who Shares Their Faith with Me? (page 7)  Review the 
interview column together. The children may choose a relative, a 
teacher or priest, neighbor, or other adult. Remind the children 
to bring their interviews to class next week; you will share them 
together as part of an activity and in prayer.

Saints l Saint Carlo Acutis (page 8)  Give the 
children time to read the graphic story about Carlo Acutis. Invite 
them to consider how his faith guided his life and helped him 
make a difference for good. Challenge them to ask God to help 
them use their own gifts and interests for good.

Closing Prayer l God Is Faithful (page 7)  Gather 
in your prayer area. Invite the children to share what and whom 
they wish to pray for. Then celebrate the prayer service.  

Conclude by once again playing and singing “We Will 
Walk with God” (CD-2, #8).

theological virtues. It is a gift from God that gives us the ability 
to hear and respond to God’s Word. 

Turn to page 8. Invite two volunteers to read aloud the 
paragraphs under What Is Faith? Ask: Why would a person 
want to have faith? What difference can having faith make in 
a person’s life? 

Invite the children to think about ways they have grown in 
faith since they were younger. Ask: Who are people you think 
of as having a lot of faith? These will likely be some of the 
same people they wrote in the F-A-I-T-H letters. Ask: What is 
special about how these people live their lives? How do they 
get through hard times? How do they share their faith?

Explain that accepting God’s gift of faith isn’t just about 
what a person believes in their heads. It starts with believing 
but is about being friends with Jesus and following his 
teachings and example. Faith grows and changes us when we 
let it into our hearts. It will show in our words and actions. It 
will lead us to works of service. 

Arrange the children into pairs. Invite the children to turn 
to page 53 in their handbooks. Assign half of the pairs to The 
Apostles’ Creed and the other half to The Nicene Creed. Direct 
each pair of students to look over their Creed and find one 
belief that makes a difference in how they live. An example: 
God the Father is Creator/maker of heaven and earth. This 
belief invites us to care for God’s Creation. Invite sharing with 
the larger group.

Unit 1: We Follow Jesus’ Teachings   l   TG1-15



Sunday Readings: 2 Kings 5:14–17; 2 Timothy 2:8–13; 
Luke 17:11–19

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
In Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus heals ten lepers. Only one returns to thank him. Jesus took pity on 
a group of men suffering not just because of their illness, but also because of their exclusion 
from society. Unlike the others, the man who returned to thank Jesus did not ask Jesus for 
help and move on once he got what he asked for. He acknowledged what Jesus had done for 
him and thanked him. This leper was a Samaritan, and therefore looked down upon by other 
Jewish people. But it is his example that we should follow.

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
We see how Jesus responded to the people with leprosy. He did not ignore them when they 
called out for help. In the same way, we know that Jesus hears our prayers for healing and 
always responds.

“[Jesus] has the power not only to heal, but also to forgive sins; he has come to heal the 
whole man, soul and body. . . . His compassion toward all who suffer goes so far that he identifies 
himself with them: ‘I was sick and you visited me’” (CCC, 1503, citing Matthew 25:36). 

The leper who returned to thank Jesus reminds us of the importance of thanking God. 
“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (CCC, 2638, 
citing 1 Thessalonians 5:18).

October 12, 2025 • 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Materials 
l  Venture Student Lesson for 10/12
l  Catechism handbook, pages 23 & 24
l  pens or pencils
l  audio player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bibles (one per pair of children)
l  Bible, cloth, candle, Liturgical Year calendar
l  name cards from 9/21 lesson, class motto 
l  faith interviews (page 7) from 10/5 lesson  
Suggested Music
l  “Yes, Lord, I Believe” (CD-2, #14)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Venture Activity Book, Activity #19
l  Lesson Assessment (gospelweeklies.com/

assessment)
l  Video Links (gospelweeklies.com/weekly-videos)

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (15–20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l Jesus Hears Our Prayers (page 1)
l  Article l Bartolomé de las Casas, Protector of the People (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the second Think question related to the article. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Heals Ten Lepers (page 4) 
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 23.

l  Catholic Faith Word l anoint (page 5) 
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (10—15 minutes)
l  Activity l How Do I Make Things Better? (pages 6–7)
l  Closing Prayer
Take-Home  
l  Have the children read the Saints feature on page 8 at home. 
l  Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick (Venture Activity Book, #19)
l  Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 

do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song & Prayer l “Yes, Lord, I Believe” (CD-2, #14)
l  Cover Activity l Jesus Hears Our Prayers (page 1)
l  Article l Bartolomé de las Casas, Protector of the People (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the article.
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (50–55 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Heals Ten Lepers (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel. 
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 23.

l  Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick (Venture Activity Book, #19) 
l  Catholic Faith Word l anoint (page 5) 
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)  
l  Activity l How Do I Make Things Better? (pages 6–7)
l  Saints l Saint Kateri Tekakwitha (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer 
Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and do the 
With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG1-16



Lesson Theme: Jesus cares for and heals us. 

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Invite each child to write a thank-
you card for someone (e.g., parent, 
teacher, pastor, or grandparent). 
Model what should be included 
in a thank-you card. Next week, 
follow up with the children to see 
how they felt after expressing 
gratitude.

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “Yes, Lord, I Believe” (CD-2, #14)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG1-18)
l  Cover Activity l Jesus Hears Our Prayers (page 1)
l  Article l Bartolomé de las Casas (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the article. 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for the people who care for 

us. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for the people who care 

for us. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Heals Ten Lepers (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for the signs of your love. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for the signs of your love. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 23.

l  Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick (Venture Activity Book, #19) 
l  Catholic Faith Word l anoint (page 5)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to share your love with others. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to share your love with 

others. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l How Do I Make Things Better? (pages 6–7)
l  Saints l Saint Kateri Tekakwitha (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to show respect to others. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to show respect to  others. 

Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG1-19)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and do 
the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Extending the Lesson

l  October 14: Saint Paul VI – Pope Paul VI 
continued the work of the Second Vatican Council 
started by Saint John XXIII. He wrote of the 
Christian call to work for justice and peace. He 
was the first modern pope to travel outside Italy. 
Act: Ask a grandparent or older member of the 
parish about Mass before Vatican II.

l  October 16: World Food Day
l  October 17: Saint Ignatius of Antioch – 

Ignatius lived in the early days of the Church at 
a time when being a Christian was dangerous. 
He wrote letters to encourage other Christians to 
stay faithful to Jesus. Act: Be strong in your faith 
even when it isn’t popular.

l  October 18: Saint Luke the Evangelist – Luke 
wrote two New Testament books: the Gospel of 
Luke and Acts of the Apostles. Pray: Father, open 
our ears to hear your Word. Amen.

Curriculum Connections  
l  Health: Explain that sickness is often spread by our hands. 

Direct each student to put hand lotion on their hands but to 
not rub it all the way in. Sprinkle glitter on one student’s hands. 
Then direct that student to shake the hands of classmates. 
Observe how the glitter spreads among them. Conclude by 
explaining the proper way to wash hands (www.cdc.gov/
clean-hands). (NHES.7.5.2)

l  Math: Explain to the children that some diseases spread very 
quickly—they multiply! Have the students multiply a whole 
number of up to four digits by a one-digit whole number and 
two two-digit numbers. (CCSS.Math.Content.4.NBT.B.5)

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Unit 1: We Follow Jesus’ Teachings   l   TG1-17



Share Experiences 
Objectives l The children will: 
l Review Catholic teaching, prayer, and practice.  
l Discuss how Bartolomé de las Casas cared for the native 

peoples in the Americas.

Play and sing “Yes, Lord, I Believe” (CD-2, #14). Lyrics are 
available at gospelweeklies.com/lyrics.

Gathering Prayer Gather in a prayer circle. Invite a child to 
point to the current Sunday on a Liturgical Year calendar. Plan 
to review the common prayers of the Church over the next few 
lessons. Begin with the Sign of the Cross. Continue by offering a 
prayer that asks God to bless your class and your time together.

Cover Activity l Jesus Hears Our Prayers 	
(page 1) Introduce this Sunday’s Gospel theme by directing the 
children to work alone or in pairs to solve the puzzle. Answers: 	
1. KINGDOM, COME; 2. SEVEN, CATHOLIC, CARE, CREATION; 3. HOLY, 
APOSTOLIC; 4. RICH, LAZARUS; 5. MASS, FIRST; 6. GOSPELS; 7. I 
BELIEVE; Jesus says to the leper: STAND UP AND GO HOME. YOUR 
FAITH HAS SAVED YOU.   

Article l Bartolomé de las Casas, Protector of 
the People (pages 2–3) This Sunday’s Gospel is about 
Jesus taking care of people whom society had rejected. This article 
introduces that theme of caring for the most vulnerable people 
among us. Read the article aloud together as a class. 

Discuss the Think questions related to the article. 
Answers: 1. He saw women and children dying in their 
villages while men worked as slaves in the Spaniards’ 

mines; he realized he couldn’t be a slaveholder and still be Christian. 
2. Bartolomé freed his slaves, told the king about the poor treatment 
of natives by Spanish landowners, tried to stop the slave trade, 
brought the Good News to native peoples, and fought for their right 
to freedom and happiness.  

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The children will: 
l Relate that the Seven Sacraments continue the healing and 

loving acts of Jesus.
l Identify the two Sacraments of Healing. 
l Discuss the ritual and graces of the Sacrament of the 

Anointing of the Sick.   
l Describe different ways people were healed by Jesus.

Gather for the proclamation of the Gospel. Play and sing 
“Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1). 

Sunday Gospel l Jesus Heals Ten Lepers (page 4)
Ask the children if they have heard of the word Samaritan. They 
may know the story of the Good Samaritan. Samaritans would 
not have been considered to be “good Jews” by many people 
listening to Jesus’ preaching. Invite volunteers to take parts and 
proclaim the Gospel.

Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel. 
Answers: 1. Lepers couldn’t be with their families, work, 
or live in their villages; they had to stay away from healthy 

people. 2. They could return to their families, work, and community; 
open-ended. 3. He shared God’s love with them, treated them like 
valuable people, and tried to heal their hard situation. 4. Open-ended.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l Jesus 
Offers Many Kinds of Healing (page 4) Read 
aloud this feature to help the children recognize that 
Jesus offers healing beyond physical healing. 

Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 
Answers: 1. They experienced physical healing. When 
Jesus healed people, he often forgave their sins. Since 

they were healed of leprosy, they were now able to return to their 
families, homes, work, and community. Their spirits were healed 
in addition to their bodies. 2. We risk being shunned or rejected by 
others. We could gain a friendship, but it’s also knowing that we’ve 
helped another person. We build empathy by noticing the needs of 
others and acting on what we see. 3. Open-ended; be kind, forgive, 
include, invite, listen, etc. 

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Distribute the children’s What the Church 
Believes and Teaches handbooks.

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
Sacraments of Healing 
(page 23), Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick (page 24)

Review the Seven Sacraments by writing their three categories 
on the board: Sacraments of Initiation, Sacraments of Healing, 
Sacraments at the Service of Communion. Invite volunteers to 
name a sacrament and indicate which category it goes in. 
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Lesson Theme: Jesus cares for 
and heals us. 
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October 12, 2025 • 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 

Use Activity #19 from the Venture Activity Book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Have the children close the What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Venture, page 5.

Catholic Faith Word l anoint (page 5)   Read this
definition aloud to transition your discussion to how the Church 
continues the healing acts of Jesus through the Sacraments of 
Healing, especially the Anointing of the Sick.

Our Catholic Faith l The Church Prays for the 
Sick (page 5)  Read aloud the title and first paragraph. Note 
that Naaman was healed physically and also came to believe in and 
follow the one, true God. Refer to the children’s responses about the 
kinds of healing the lepers experienced. 
	 Invite volunteers to read aloud the remaining paragraphs. 
Direct them to look at the photo of a communal anointing. Note 
that one man’s forehead is being anointed and both men extend 
their hands for anointing. Read aloud the two paragraphs below 
the photo. Ask: In what other ways can we care for the sick? 
	 Distribute pencils and Bibles. Organize the class into pairs 
and assign one Gospel reading to each pair. Direct them to work 
together to answer the questions. Come back to the large group 
and invite sharing of responses about each story of healing.

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The children will: 
l Assess difficult situations; dramatize creative solutions. 
l Identify God’s healing in the life of Kateri Tekakwitha.
l Recognize in prayer the faith of people they interviewed.

Living the Gospel l How Do I Make Things 
Better? (pages 6–7)  Read together the qualities at the 
top of the page. Ask for examples of how these qualities might be 
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November 6, 2025
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Name:

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

1. In the Sunday Gospel, what do we learn from the foolish girls’ mistake?

2. What is their consequence for getting more oil?

3. Name two ways we can prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming.

4. When do we pray psalms?

5. In the story “The Happy Dance,” why isn’t Juan prepared for the talent show?

Explain that the Sacraments of Healing (Penance and 
Reconciliation, Anointing of the Sick) continue Jesus’ work of 
healing and saving the world through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Today’s focus is on the Anointing of the Sick. Invite 
children who have been present when this sacrament has been 
celebrated to share their experiences. 

Direct the children to turn to page 24 in their handbooks. 
Invite three volunteers to take turns reading the paragraphs 
about this sacrament. Then ask: Who may celebrate this 
sacrament? Who administers this sacrament? What are the five 
graces given by this sacrament?  

Summarize by reminding the children that every 
sacrament continues the loving and healing actions of Jesus 
and makes his power present to us in our lives now. 

used to help or to hurt others. Arrange your class into groups of 
four. Direct two students in each group to read The Lonely Recess; 
the other two should read The Bus Boss. After reading, each 
child should work individually to select a quality and determine 
how that quality could contribute to a good resolution to their 
situation. Once everyone has completed their responses, have the 
small groups come together. Direct them to share their responses 
and select one solution to perform as a skit for the class. 
	 Ask: What qualities make this Venture time together 
enjoyable and positive for everyone? Choose one quality to work 
on for the next month.

Saints l Saint Kateri Tekakwitha (page 8)  Give 
the children time to read the graphic story. In spite of being 
scarred and partially blinded by smallpox, Kateri’s spirit and 
belief in God were strong. After her death, her smallpox scars 
disappeared. This physical sign of healing may symbolize her 
spiritual healing and union with God in Heaven. 

Closing Prayer  Invite the children to bring their faith 
interviews from last week to the prayer circle. For the prayer 
today, they will finish the sentences you begin, using what they 
found out in their faith interviews:
l Thank you, God, for all those who support us as we grow in 

faith. When we asked, “Why is your faith important to you?” 
people said . . .

l When we asked, “What is the most important thing about 
faith that you hope others believe?” people said . . .

l When we asked about favorite prayers, people said . . .
l When we asked, “What do you hope for me?” people said . . .

Conclude by praying: “Thank you, God, for all these people of 
faith. May we be a blessing to others as they are to us. Amen.”

Unit 1: We Follow Jesus’ Teachings   l   TG1-19



Sunday Readings: Exodus 17:8–13; 2 Timothy 3:14—4:2; 
Luke 18:1–8

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus tells a parable in which he presents a poor, humble widow as 
a model for his followers to emulate. The widow, faced with a judge who would not render a 
just decision, persisted in asking for what she was rightly owed. In the parable, Jesus contrasts 
God with the unjust judge. If in the end even the unjust judge did what was right, how much 
more goodness and justice can we expect from God?  

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
This Gospel invites us to imitate the widow by repeatedly and persistently asking God for what 
we need. Asking for what we need or want through prayer helps us see which things and people 
really matter to us. Jesus tells us that we must pray always without giving up (see Luke 18:1).

“[I]t is necessary to pray always without ceasing and with the patience of faith” (CCC, 
2613). “The Holy Spirit who teaches the Church and recalls to her all that Jesus said also 
instructs her in the life of prayer, inspiring new expression of the same basic forms of prayer: 
blessing, petition, intercession, thanksgiving, and praise” (CCC, 2644).

October 19, 2025 • 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Materials 
l  Venture Student Lesson for 10/19
l  Catechism handbook, pages 39–42
l  pens or pencils
l  audio player and Venture/Visions CD-1
l  Bible, cloth, candle, Liturgical Year calendar
l  name cards from 9/21 lesson, class motto
NOTE: Photocopy the cover and cut out squares in 
advance. 
Suggested Music
l  “Dona Nobis Pacem” (CD-1, #4)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Venture Activity Book, Activity #30
l  Lesson Assessment (gospelweeklies.com/ 

assessment)
l  Video Links (gospelweeklies.com/weekly-videos)

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (15–20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l What Do I Really Want? (page 1)
l  Story l The Money Exchange (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the third Think question related to the story. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (25—30 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Tells Us to Keep Asking (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel. 
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 39.

l  Catholic Faith Word l prayer (page 4)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)
l  Activity l Learn How to Pray (pages 6–7)
l  Closing Prayer
Take-Home  
l  Have the children read the KidTalk feature on page 8 at home.  
l  Prayer (Venture Activity Book, #30)
l  Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 

to do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song & Prayer l “Dona Nobis Pacem” (CD-1, #4)
l  Cover Activity l What Do I Really Want? (page 1)
l  Story l The Money Exchange (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story. 

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (45–50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Tells Us to Keep Asking (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel. 
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 39.

l  Prayer (Venture Activity Book, #30)  
l  Catholic Faith Word l prayer (page 4)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  Activity l Learn How to Pray (pages 6–7)
l  KidTalk (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer
Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and do 
the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG1-20



Lesson Theme: Jesus teaches us to keep praying.

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Some children may think that prayer 
only happens at certain times or 
places (e.g., before meals, before 
bed, or at Mass). Brainstorm other 
times or ways they can pray (e.g., 
singing, drawing, before a test, when 
they wake up, when fighting with a 
sibling). Invite them to add one of 
these new prayer practices this week.

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “Dona Nobis Pacem” (CD-1, #4)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG1-22)
l  Cover Activity l What Do I Really Want? (page 1)
l  Story l The Money Exchange (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for your gifts to us. Amen. 

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for your gifts to us. 

Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Tells Us to Keep Asking (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for hearing us when we 

pray. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for hearing us when we 

pray. Amen. (Repeat.)

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 39.

l  Prayer (Venture Activity Book, #30)  
l  Catholic Faith Word l prayer (page 4)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us remember to pray every day. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us remember to pray every 

day. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l Learn How to Pray (pages 6–7)
l  KidTalk (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to pray with our words and 

actions. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to pray with our words 

and actions. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG1-23)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Extending the Lesson

l  October 19: World Mission Sunday – Pray: 
Loving God, we pray for missionaries who 
answer the call to serve. Amen. 

l  October 22: Saint John Paul II – This Polish 
pope spoke eight languages, visited 129 countries, 
and worked for peace in our world. Shot and 
wounded in 1981, he forgave the man who tried 
to kill him. He started World Youth Day.  

l  October 24: Saint Anthony Mary Claret – A 
Spaniard born in 1807, Anthony founded the 

Claretian orders of priests and nuns and served 
as archbishop of Santiago, Cuba. He took part 
in the First Vatican Council, served as spiritual 
counselor to Queen Isabella II of Spain, and 
supported the Catholic press. Act: Read an 
article from a Catholic newspaper or website.

l  October 24–28: World Conference on Faith 
and Order – This conference commemorates the 
1700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea in 
325. Act: Pray the Nicene Creed.

Curriculum Connections  
l  ELA: Direct the students to write a narrative in which a 

character asks another character for help. 
	 (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.3)

l  SS: Explain that a judge is an example of a person who has 
certain responsibilities in our society. Direct small groups to 
research the responsibilities of judges and other leaders in 
government in the United States now, during the colonial 
period, and in another country. (D2.Civ.1.3-5)

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Unit 1: We Follow Jesus’ Teachings   l   TG1-21



Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The children will:
l  Recognize that God will always answer their prayers. 
l  Identify Moses as a mediator between God and the 

Israelites.
l  Define prayer as lifting mind and heart to God.  
l  Identify and describe six kinds of prayer.

Gather for the proclamation of the Gospel. Play and sing 
“Word of Truth and Life (CD-1, #1).

Sunday Gospel l Jesus Tells Us to Keep Asking 
(page 4)  Explain that to “fear God” means being reverent and 
honoring God. When we fear God, we regard him with awe and 
wonder. Invite four volunteers to proclaim the Gospel. 

Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel. 
Answers: 1. The judge doesn’t fear God or respect people. 
The widow does not let up but persists until the judge 

grants her request. Open-ended; the judge finally realizes that the 
widow will not give up until he gives her what she’s asking for. 2. 
People appeal to God and judges for what they need. However, God 
is loving and just and always answers our prayers. This judge does 
the right thing only when forced. The widow keep pestering the 
judge for what is right and fair. Marty does not give up until Justin 
gives the money back. 3. To keep on praying, to be persistent in 
asking God for help, and not give up.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l Pray 
Without Giving Up (page 4)  Read this feature 
aloud as a summary of Sunday’s Gospel message.

Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 
Answers: 1. Open-ended; we could have a feeling of 
contentment or peace after prayer. God always answers 

our prayers, but it may not always be in the way or as quickly as 
we hope. 2. Open-ended; let them know that you are praying for 
them and their intentions as well, or share about a time when God 
answered your prayer after you had lost hope. 3. Encourage the 
children to keep this person in prayer this week. 

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Share Experiences 
Objectives l The children will: 
l Identify and rank their own wants.
l Infer the importance of persisting in righting a wrong.

Play and sing “Dona Nobis Pacem” (CD-1, #4). Lyrics are 
available at gospelweeklies.com/lyrics.

Gathering Prayer Gather in a prayer circle. Invite a child to 
point to the current Sunday on a Liturgical Year calendar. Begin 
class with the Sign of the Cross and the Lord’s Prayer. Take note of 
whether everyone knows all the words. Use the Prayers to Know 
section in What the Church Believes and Teaches to review the 
Lord’s Prayer (page 52) or print the words on the board. Ask if the 
children know the meaning of hallowed and trespasses, two words 
they don’t usually encounter. Pray the Lord’s Prayer again.

Cover Activity l What Do I Really Want? (page 1)
Prep for this activity by making a photocopy of the cover and 
cutting out the squares. 
	 Middle-grade children are known for wanting many things. 
This activity helps them consider and prioritize what they really 
want. Having to explain their choices to their friends challenges 
them to defend their choices. Take time with this activity. Many 
children’s questions and concerns come up during these relatively 
informal activities.

Story l The Money Exchange (pages 2–3)  Invite 
the children to use the photos on pages 2 and 3 to predict what 
the story is about. Children are very familiar with bullying and 
fighting. What could have started this fight? What might the 
twenty-dollar bill hiding in the leaves near the fence have to do 
with it? This story will prepare the children to hear this Sunday’s 
Gospel as relevant to their own lives.

Discuss the Think questions related to the story. 
Answers: 1. Open-ended; Dylan may fear that Justin will 
retaliate if Marty tries to get the money back. If Marty tells 

an adult, Justin could claim he found the money. 2. He finds out it is 
probably the candy sale money that Emily lost; he thinks it is unfair 
for Justin to keep the money, especially after learning who lost it. 	
3. Open-ended; Justin could retaliate against Marty. 4. Allow time 
for an open-ended discussion. Make sure that all voices are heard.

Lesson Theme: Jesus teaches us to keep 
praying.
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October 19, 2025 • 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment.  

Use Activity #30 from the Venture Activity Book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Distribute the children’s What the Church 
Believes and Teaches handbooks.

Have the children close the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks and return to Venture, page 4.

What the Church 
Believes and 
Teaches
Pray (page 39), There Are Six 
Kinds of Prayer (pages 40–42) 

Gather seated in a prayer circle. Invite 
the children to share who taught them their first prayers and 
what they were. 

Direct the children to turn to page 39 in their handbooks. 
Invite them to listen as your read this page to them. 

Ask: What are some of the ways you pray? What do you pray 
about? 

Invite three volunteers to read aloud the opening 
paragraphs on page 40. Organize into small groups and assign 
each group to read about one of the six kinds of prayer on 
pages 40–42. Invite each group to report back to the class with 
an explanation and two examples of that kind of prayer.
Encourage the children to include the six kinds of prayer when 
they pray. Note that God wants us to keep asking for what we 
need, but our prayers should include more than just petitions. 

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The children will: 
l Recognize different kinds of prayer in Scripture and 

practice each kind of prayer.
l Relate other children’s favorite ways and places to pray to 

their own preferences.

Living the Gospel l Learn How to Pray 	
(pages 6–7)  Read aloud the introduction and directions for 
this activity. Explain that the kinds of prayer in this activity relate 
to the six kinds of prayer they learned about from their Catechism 
handbooks. Children work in pairs to decode the names of the 
kinds of prayer: Questions, Thanks, Answers, Praise, Petitions, Sorry 
(Contrition). Then go through the activity together, taking turns 
reading the prayers. Give them time after each to write in their 
own prayers.  

KidTalk l What is your favorite way or place to 
pray? (page 8)  Read aloud this feature together. Use it as 
a springboard for discussing how and where the children like to 
pray. Encourage them to try praying in new ways and different 
places. 

Closing Prayer  Gather in a prayer circle. Invite six volunteers 
to read the prayers from Scripture on pages 6–7. Invite the 
children to add any of the prayers they wrote that they would like 
to share. Conclude by praying the Lord’s Prayer.

© 2017 Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc., Dayton, OH (800-543-4383) gospelweeklies.com. 
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November 6, 2025
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Name:

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

1. In the Sunday Gospel, what do we learn from the foolish girls’ mistake?

2. What is their consequence for getting more oil?

3. Name two ways we can prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming.

4. When do we pray psalms?

5. In the story “The Happy Dance,” why isn’t Juan prepared for the talent show?
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What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
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Catholic Faith Word l prayer (page 4)  Read aloud 
this definition to summarize the doctrine in this lesson. 

Our Catholic Faith l Moses Served as a 
Mediator (page 5)  Invite the children to tell what 
they know about Moses. List their responses on the board. 
Direct them to turn to page 5 and read together the first two 
paragraphs, which describe the work of Moses as the mediator 
between God and the Israelite people.  
	 Direct the children to put down their Venture lessons and 
listen as you read the Exodus passage about Moses and Amalek 
(right column). Invite them to retell the story with as many 
vivid details as they can.
	 Use the two questions at the bottom of the page to help 
the children understand why this story is read at Sunday Mass. 
Invite them to consider how this First Reading relates to the 
Gospel this Sunday. If you have time, read the rest of the page 
together or assign it as homework.  

Unit 1: We Follow Jesus’ Teachings   l   TG1-23



Sunday Readings: Sirach 35:12–14, 16–18; 2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18; 
Luke 18:9–14

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus tells a parable in which he contrasts the self-righteous 
attitude of a Pharisee with the humility of a penitent tax collector. Pharisees were the 
religion teachers in Jesus’ time. They taught Jewish people their religious traditions 
and challenged them to keep the Jewish laws as strictly as they did. Tax collectors 
were socially reviled, known for overcharging their fellow Jews for their own gain and 
collaborating with the Romans.

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
God is pleased by our humble prayers. Being humble is a way that we grow in virtue. 
Virtue is the habit of doing good and wanting to do good. Because of his humble 
prayer, the tax collector pleased God and was forgiven for his sins. 

“Prayer is the raising of one’s mind and heart to God. . . . humility is the 
foundation of prayer” (CCC, 2559). “The first movement of the prayer of petition is 
asking forgiveness, like the tax collector in the parable” (CCC, 2631).
	 “Adoration is the first attitude of man acknowledging that he is a creature before 
his Creator. . . . Adoration of the thrice-holy and sovereign God of love blends with 
humility and gives assurance to our supplications” (CCC, 2628).

October 26, 2025 • 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Materials 
l  Venture Student Lesson for 10/26
l  Catechism handbook, pages 30 & 31
l  pens or pencils, markers or colored pencils, scissors 
l  ball of yarn or string, four small strips of paper 
l  paper clips 
l  audio player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, Liturgical Year calendar
l  name cards from 9/21 lesson, class motto
NOTES: Separate pages 7–8 from pages 1–6.
Cut and clip cards together (page 7) in advance.  
Suggested Music
l  “How Can We Be Silent?” (CD-2, #17)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Venture Activity Book, Activity #22
l  Lesson Assessment (gospelweeklies.com/assessment)
l  Video Links (gospelweeklies.com/weekly-videos)

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (15–20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l What Makes Someone Great? (page 1)
l  Story l Who Should Play? (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the third Think question related to the story. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (30—35 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l The Pharisee and the Tax Collector (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Catholic Faith Word l humility (page 5)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 30. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5) 
Live the Gospel (10—15 minutes)

l  Activity l Rights and Duties (pages 7–8)
l  Closing Prayer

Take-Home  
l  Have the children read the Saints feature on page 6 at home.
l  Saints (Venture Activity Book, #22)
l  Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 

do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 6 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering & Prayer l “How Can We Be Silent?” (CD-2, #17)
l  Cover Activity l What Makes Someone Great? (page 1)
l  Story l Who Should Play? (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (45—50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l The Pharisee and the Tax Collector (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Catholic Faith Word l humility (page 5)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine.  

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 30.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)

 Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  Activity l Rights and Duties (pages 7–8)
l  Saints (Venture Activity Book, #22)
l  Saints l Saint Katharine Drexel (page 6)
l  Closing Prayer
Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 	
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 6 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplans
TG1-24



Lesson Theme: Jesus teaches us to be humble.

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
The Pharisee was proud that he gave 
one tenth of his income to the Temple. 
Invite the children to consider how 
they can support the Church this 
week—by praying, participating in a 
volunteer activity, or taking part in a 
donation program. Ask: How will the 
week be different if you support the 
Church in this way?

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “How Can We Be Silent?” (CD-2, #17)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG1-26)
l  Cover Activity l What Makes Someone Great? (page 1)
l  Story l Who Should Play? (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story.  
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to follow the example of 

people who lead us to you. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to follow the example of 

people who lead us to you. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)  
l  Sunday Gospel l The Pharisee and the Tax Collector (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Catholic Faith Word l humility (page 5)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to do things that please 

you. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to do things that please 

you. Amen. (Repeat.)
Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 30.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, give us the strength to choose what 

is right. Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, give us the strength to choose 

what is right. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l Rights and Duties (pages 7–8)
l  Saints (Venture Activity Book, #22)
l  Saints l Saint Katharine Drexel (page 6)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to be kind in our words and 

actions. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to be kind in our words 

and actions. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG1-27)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 6 together.

Extending the Lesson

l  October 28: Saints Simon and Jude – Both 
men were among the Twelve Apostles. Jude, 
called Thaddeus, is the brother of James the 
Lesser, who was also an Apostle. Simon was 
called the Zealot because he rigidly followed 
Jewish law. James traveled with Jude to Egypt 
and Persia where they were both martyred.

l  November: Black Catholic History Month 
(USA) – The Church honors Black Catholics, 
including these six candidates for sainthood: 

Mother Mary Lange, Father Augustus Tolton, 
Mother Henriette DeLille, Pierre Toussaint, Julia 
Greeley, and Sister Thea Bowman. Act: Pray for 
an end to racial discrimination and injustices 
against people of color.

l  November 1: All Saints’ Day – Since it falls on a 
Saturday this year, this solemnity that honors all 
those in Heaven is not a Holy Day of Obligation. 
Act: Learn more about a saint for your name or 
one you’re interested in knowing more about.

Curriculum Connections  
l  ELA: Invite each student to write a prayer to God, thanking 

him for what they have, asking for his forgiveness, and praising 
him. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.6)

l  Tech: Help the students publish their prayers online. 
Encourage them to be creative. One way they could do this is 
by creating a video in a program like iMovie and adding music 
and images to the prayer. (ISTE2016.6b)

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Unit 1: We Follow Jesus’ Teachings   l   TG1-25



Share Experiences 
Objectives l The children will: 
l  Assess what makes people great in God’s eyes.
l  Identify that a person’s attitude is important.

Play and sing “How Can We Be Silent?” (CD-2, #17). Lyrics 
are available at gospelweeklies.com/lyrics.

Gathering Prayer  Gather in a prayer circle. Invite a child 
to point to the current Sunday on a Liturgical Year calendar. 
Continue your review of common prayers by praying the Sign of 
the Cross and the Hail Mary (page 52 in What the Church Believes 
and Teaches). Review any unfamiliar words, such as womb and 
grace. Explain that grace is a gift from God that allow us to share 
in God’s life. We receive God’s grace at Baptism and we take good 
care of it by celebrating the sacraments, praying often, and living 
as Jesus teaches. Emphasize that grace is a gift; we don’t receive it 
by being any certain way and can’t earn it.   

Cover Activity l What Makes Someone Great? 
(page 1)  This activity follows the structure of a video game, 
including the characters, gamertags, and accessories. It also leads 
into the Gospel theme of this week—what makes someone great 
in God’s eyes? 
	 Distribute markers or colored pencils and arrange the children 
into groups of four. Direct them to choose a gamertag (their 
player name), record their team members’ names, and draw an 
individual shield. Distribute pencils and invite them to circle a 
character and four accessories. Then move to the Gifts section, 
directing them to fill in twenty total circles among the four gifts. 
Before you begin to play, mark strips of paper: 1, 2, 3, 4. 
	 To play: Direct the children to the Character section. Draw 
a numbered strip for each of the colored categories—yellow, 
blue, red, and green. If you draw 4 for yellow, for example, direct 
everyone who has chosen a yellow-banded character to mark four 
points on the Leader Board. Continue to draw numbers for blue, red, 
and green. 
	 After everyone records their Character score, move to the 
Accessories section. Repeat the drawing process for each color and 
direct the children to record their scores. 
	 Move to the Gifts section. Draw a number for each color 
again. Direct the children to multiply the number of circles they 
have filled in by the number you read aloud for each color. For 
example, if they filled in four Strength circles and you draw a two, 
they will record eight points on the Leader Board. If they selected 
zero Strength circles, they would record a zero. After you go 

through all four Gifts, direct them to tally their scores. There is room 
to play three rounds. Play as many rounds as time permits.
	 Conclude the activity by asking: Who is the greatest? Remind 
them that this was a random drawing, with no skill or talent—or 
effort!—involved. Ask: What really makes someone a great 
person? Give them time to list those qualities. Then move to the 
story and the Gospel Reading, which will reinforce the theme of 
who is great in God’s eyes.

Story l Who Should Play? (pages 2–3)  Ask: What 
is the purpose of the sports teams in the schools in your area? Is it 
to provide exercise and fun for the players? Is it to field a winning 
team for the honor of the school or the community? Is it to make 
the best athletes even better and able to compete at ever higher 
levels and leagues? In this week’s story, Emma comes up against a 
coach who won’t let her spoil the team’s chance at a tournament 
win. Ask: Who’s right? Should she play?  
	 If your children like to read aloud, you may invite volunteers to 
take the speaking parts while you provide the narrative. 

Discuss the Think questions related to the story. 
Answers: 1. Emma and Kristin want Mrs. Casey to cut 
Vanessa and Stephanie from the play because they missed 

a mandatory practice. 2. Open-ended. Remind the children of your 
initial conversation about sports. Ask: Does it matter if Emma is 
part of a competitive league? 3. Mrs. Casey sees how badly Emma 
feels about not being able to play basketball; she decides that 
Vanessa and Stephanie will feel badly if they are cut from the play. 
Conclude the discussion by asking: What would Jesus do? This is a 
good lead-in to Sunday’s Gospel.  

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The children will: 
l  Identify that God wants us to be humble.
l  Recognize the relationship among moral law, conscience, 

free will, sin, and virtue. 

Gather for the proclamation of the Gospel. Play and sing 
“Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1). 

Sunday Gospel l The Pharisee and the Tax 
Collector (page 4)  Invite four volunteers to proclaim the 
Gospel in dramatic form.  

Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel. 
Answers: 1. He keeps the law, he fasts and is generous, 
and he thinks that he is better than others, particularly the 

tax collector. 2. He recognizes his own failings and knows he needs 

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Lesson Theme: Jesus teaches us to 
be humble.
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God’s help. 3. The tax collector and those who humble themselves; 
the Pharisee and those who think they are better than others. 	
4. It means that the tax collector is in a good relationship with God 
because he admits he is a sinner in need of God’s forgiveness.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l God Is 
Pleased by Humility (page 4)  Read aloud this 
feature as a summary of this Sunday’s Gospel concept: God 
listens to those who are humble.

Catholic Faith Word l humility (page 5)  Help the 
children recognize that someone who is humble (like the tax 
collector) has the virtue of humility. 

Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 
Answers: 1. The Pharisee seems to offer prayers of 
thanksgiving, however, they are not so much about thanking 

God as pointing out how great he thinks he is. The tax collector is 
asking for forgiveness, a prayer of contrition. 2. Being right with 
God means that we have nothing that separates us from him. This 
describes the state of grace a person is in after they receive absolution 
through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The tax collector humbly 
admits his sin and is then “right with God.”  

October 26, 2025 • 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 

Use Activity #22 from the Venture Activity Book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
What Is the Moral Law? 	
(page 30), 
What Is Virtue? (pages 30–31)  

Direct the children to turn to page 30. Explain that this 
section is about how followers of Jesus live their lives.  

Invite a volunteer read aloud the first paragraph. Invite the 
group to tell you what they understand by some of the words in 
this paragraph: moral law, conscience, Scripture, Tradition. Sacred 
Tradition is the teaching of the Church as it has been handed 
down and refined through the centuries since Jesus. 

Continue in the same way with the other three paragraphs 
in this first section. Then direct the children to read the section 
on virtue. Ask: How do you develop good habits (making good 
choices, eating well, regular exercise)? Choice and repetition. 
Then quiz them on the Cardinal Virtues and Theological Virtues. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church 
Believes and Teaches handbooks.

Have the children close the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks and return to Venture, page 5.
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November 6, 2025
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Name:

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

1. In the Sunday Gospel, what do we learn from the foolish girls’ mistake?

2. What is their consequence for getting more oil?

3. Name two ways we can prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming.

4. When do we pray psalms?

5. In the story “The Happy Dance,” why isn’t Juan prepared for the talent show?

Our Catholic Faith l Who Were the Pharisees? 
(page 5)  Read aloud the text and give the children time to 
complete and share their responses. 

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The children will:
l Apply their understanding of children’s rights and society’s 

duties as they relate to children.
l Identify Saint Katharine Drexel as a model of humility.

Living the Gospel l Rights and Duties (pages 7–8)
This activity helps the children see that the basic human rights 
come with the duty to see that all children attain these rights. 
     Direct the children to cut out the cards on page 7 or distribute 
pre-cut cards. The activity calls for a group of ten. If your group is 
smaller, several children may have more than one set of cards. Be 
sure to have string or yarn available to help the children see and 
feel the relation between a child’s right and a duty of all of us. Point 
out that the virtue of humility helps us recognize that all people are 
equally loved by God and should be cared for and respected.

Saints l Saint Katharine Drexel (page 6)  Saint 
Katharine is a modern-day American saint, who died only seventy 
years ago. Discuss what inspired her actions and how she is a model 
of humility.

Closing Prayer  Invite the children to share the people 
and concerns they wish to pray about. After each petition or 
intercession, direct the children to pray a simple response as they 
do at Mass (e.g., Loving God, hear our humble prayer). Remind 
them that God also hears their silent prayers.
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Sunday Readings: Wisdom 3:1–9; Romans 5:5–11 or 
1 Corinthians 15:51–57; John 6:37–40

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
This Sunday’s Gospel comes from the Bread of Life discourse, in which Jesus speaks of 
eternal life. Jesus does not use limiting terms here. He does not promise eternal life to a 
select few, but to everyone who believes in him. “I will not reject anyone who comes to 
me,” Jesus says. Eternal life for all believers is more than a teaching; Jesus tells us it is his 
Father’s will that “everyone who sees the Son and believes in him may have eternal life.”

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
Jesus’ Resurrection is the heart of our faith in the resurrection of the dead. Although 
our bodies will die, the souls of the faithful will go to meet God in Heaven. When Christ 
comes again on the last day, the glorified bodies of all the faithful will be reunited with 
their souls in Heaven.

“We believe in the communion of all the faithful of Christ, those who are pilgrims on 
earth, the dead who are being purified, and the blessed in heaven, all together forming 
one Church; and we believe that in this communion, the merciful love of God and his saints 
is always [attentive] to our prayers” (CCC, 962).

November 2, 2025 • All Souls’ Day

Materials 
l  Venture Student Lesson for 11/2
l  Catechism handbook, 13 & 53
l  pens or pencils, scissors
l  colored pencils or markers
l  audio player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bibles (one per child)
l  Bible, cloth, candle, Liturgical Year calendar
l  name cards from 9/21 lesson, class motto 
Suggested Music
l  “Fresh as the Morning” (CD-2, #10)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1) 

Lesson Resources
l  Venture Activity Book, Activity #12
l  Lesson Assessment (gospelweeklies.com/

assessment)
l  Video Links (gospelweeklies.com/weekly-videos)

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (15–20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l Saints Are . . . (page 1)
l  Catholic Faith Word l Communion of Saints (page 4)
l  Story l A Day with the Saints (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the fourth Think question related to the story.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (25—30 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Makes a Promise (page 4) 
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel. 
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 13. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (10—15 minutes)

l  Activity l We Celebrate God’s Holy Saints (pages 6–7)
l  Closing Prayer
Take-Home  
l  Have the children read the Saints feature on page 8 at home.
l  Heaven and Final Judgment (Venture Activity Book, #12)
l  Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and  

do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song & Prayer l “Fresh as the Morning” (CD-2, #10)
l  Cover Activity l Saints Are . . . (page 1)
l  Catholic Faith Word l Communion of Saints (page 4)
l  Story l A Day with the Saints (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (50–55 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Makes a Promise (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel. 
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 13. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Heaven and Final Judgment (Venture Activity Book, #12)
Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)  
l  Activity l We Celebrate God’s Holy Saints (pages 6–7)
l  Saints l Saint Martin de Porres (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer
Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and do 
the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG1-28



Lesson Theme: Jesus promises us a home in Heaven.

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
One of the Spiritual Works 
of Mercy is comforting the 
sorrowful. Ask the parish staff to 
supply a list of parishioners who 
have died in the past year. Create 
sympathy cards to send to their 
loved ones.

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “Fresh as the Morning” (CD-2, #10)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG1-30)
l  Cover Activity l Saints Are . . . (page 1)
l  Catholic Faith Word l Communion of Saints (page 4)
l  Story l A Day with the Saints (pages 2–3) 
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the story. 
l  Closing Prayer l Dear God, thank you for our loved ones, living and 

dead. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Dear God, thank you for our loved ones, living 

and dead. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Makes a Promise (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving Jesus, thank you for your promise of eternal 

life. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving Jesus, thank you for your promise of 

eternal life. Amen. (Repeat.) 
Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 13.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Heaven and Final Judgment (Venture Activity Book, #12)
l  Closing Prayer l Dear Jesus, help us to live with hope in your 

promises. Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Dear Jesus, help us to live with hope in your 

promises. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l We Celebrate God’s Holy Saints (pages 6–7)
l  Saints l Saint Martin de Porres (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer l Dear Jesus, help us to live holy lives and join the 

saints in Heaven someday. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Dear Jesus, help us to live holy lives and join 

the saints in Heaven someday. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG1-31)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Extending the Lesson

l  November 2–8: National Vocation Awareness 
Week (USA) – Act: Pray for vocations. 

l  November 3: Saint Martin de Porres – Saint 
Martin was raised as a biracial child in poverty in 
Peru. He experienced racial prejudice but kept a 
heart of forgiveness and justice.

l  November 4: Saint Charles Borromeo – 
	 A noble, Charles played an important role in 

moving forward the Council of Trent. Later, he 
devoted his life to the Archdiocese of Milan. He 

gave up material things and cared for thousands 
of those living in poverty. 

l  November 8: Saint Elizabeth of the Trinity – 
Elizabeth was born in France in 1880. She had 
a terrible temper as a child. She visited the sick, 
sang in the church choir, and taught religion to 
the children of factory workers. Elizabeth became 
a Carmelite nun at age twenty-one. Act: Pray the 
Glory Be in honor of the Blessed Trinity.

Curriculum Connections  
l  ELA: Direct students to research monarch butterflies and create 

haiku poems based on their findings. Print the illustrated 
poems for a display that celebrates the gift of eternal life. 
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.4, 5.4, 6.4) 

l  Sci: Direct pairs of students to research, design, and build a 
kite using straws, paper, tape, a hole punch, and string. Test 
the designs to see how well the kites rise up. Discuss ways to 
improve the designs and retest. (3-5-ETS1-3)

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  
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Share Experiences 
Objectives l The children will:
l Recognize that they are part of the Communion of Saints.
l Identify ways the Son of God shines through them. 
l Express why someone their age may be uncomfortable going to 

a cemetery.

Gathering Prayer Gather in a prayer circle. Invite a child to 
point to the current Sunday on a Liturgical Year calendar. Note that 
this Sunday is All Souls’ Day, a day when we pray for people who 
have died. Tell the children you will begin class today by calling 
on your personal saints. Ask the children if they have deceased 
relatives whom they think of and ask for help. Then pray a simple 
litany: “Saint ______, pray for us.” Conclude by praying: “Thank 
you, God, for surrounding us with so much love.” All: Amen. 

Cover Activity l Saints Are People the Son 
Shines Through (page 1)  Read aloud the activity title. 
Ask: Is there a word misspelled here? No. We can think of saints as 
people the sun shines through in stained glass windows. Saints are 
also, and more importantly, people that Jesus, the Son of God, shines 
through.  
	 Brainstorm answers to the question about talents, interests, 
and good works. Write responses on the board. Distribute colored 
pencils or markers and invite the children to draw pictures of 
themselves as saints in stained glass windows. Encourage them 
to include at least one symbol of a way the Son of God shines 
through them. 

Catholic Faith Word l Communion of Saints 
(page 4)  Read the definition aloud. Emphasize that we are 
already part of the Communion of Saints.

Story l A Day with the Saints (pages 2–3)  Some 
children will have experience with the death of a loved one—a 
beloved family member, family friend, or pet. Shared experiences 
can lead to understanding and comfort with topics surrounding 
death as well as discussion of the Communion of Saints and prayer. 
Read the story aloud. 

Discuss the Think questions related to the story. 
Answers: 1. Open-ended; Jalen is uncomfortable. We (and 
he) are not certain about why. His mom wants him to serve 

at the cemetery; she may think that he will become more comfortable 
if he goes on the field trip. 2. Open-ended. Give the children time 
to share what they know about saints and these feast days in the 

Church. Note that All Saints’ Day (11/1) is usually a Holy Day of 
Obligation. Since it is on a Saturday this year, we are not obliged to 
go to Mass. We celebrate these days to honor and remember our 
beloved dead and all saints, those known and as yet unknown. 	
3. It is an act of community service and a way to do one of the Corporal 
Works of Mercy (see page 50 in the handbook). 4. Open-ended. 
Note that Mrs. Fedora did not force Jalen to participate. Emphasize 
respect for people’s feelings, especially as they relate to faith and 
death.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The children will:
l  Identify Jesus’ promise of life in Heaven to his followers.
l  Relate what we believe about the resurrection of the dead. 

Gather for the proclamation of the Gospel. Play and sing 
“Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1).

Sunday Gospel l Jesus Makes a Promise 	
(page 4)  Invite two volunteers to proclaim the Gospel. If you 
have more volunteers, you may split the Jesus part by paragraph. 

Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel. 
Answers: 1. Jesus promises eternal life to those who 
believe in him; he promises to raise up all things on the last 

day (his Second Coming). 2. Jesus’ words assure us that God never 
forgets us, watches over us, and wants us to live with him forever. 	
3. By celebrating that our dead friends and loved ones have eternal 
life with God; that their death isn’t an end but a new beginning.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l Death 
Is Not the End (page 4)  Read aloud this feature as 
a summary of Sunday’s Gospel concept of Jesus’ promise of 
eternal life and raising his followers on the last day.

Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 
Answers: 1. Open-ended. Note that their own deaths may 
seem to be—and hopefully will be—decades away, but 

Jesus wants every one of us to follow him now and through all of 
our lives. 2. Open-ended; being kind and generous, helping them 
make good choices, being a good example, telling them about Jesus 
and how much God loves them, inviting them to come to Mass.

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Distribute the children’s What the Church 
Believes and Teaches handbooks.

Lesson Theme: Jesus promises us a 
home in Heaven.
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Our Catholic Faith l We Believe in the 
Resurrection of the Dead (page 5)  This feature 
explains more about our belief in the resurrection of the dead. Read 
through this together, pausing after each paragraph to make sure 
the children understand what has just been read. 

Distribute Bibles, colored pencils or markers, and scissors. Direct 
the children to find the Bible passage, fill in the missing words, and 
color the images. Invite them to cut out this promise of Jesus to hang 
in their room or use as a bookmark. 

November 2, 2025 • All Souls’ Day

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment.  

Use Activity #12 from the Venture Activity Book as a 
take-home activity or lesson wrap-up.

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
Death and Resurrection 
(page 13), 
Prayer for the Dead (page 53)

Note that the Gospels at the end of the Liturgical Year talk 
about the Second Coming and about death and resurrection of 
the dead. Invite volunteers to read aloud the four paragraphs 
on page 13 in their handbooks. Give the children time to ask 
questions about this content.  

Highlight the following beliefs that we share as Catholics:
l Paragraph 1: Everyone’s bodies will be reunited with their 
souls when Jesus comes again. Jesus and Mary are both bodily 
in Heaven, and we will be too.
l Paragraph 2: Purgatory is an experience of purification. It is not 
necessarily a place. Purgatory prepares a person to meet God.
l Paragraph 3: We pray that the dead will be happy with God. 
We also ask the dead to pray for us as we continue our journey 
on earth toward God.
l Paragraph 4: We believe that Hell exists. It is a state of eternal 
separation from God. A person chooses Heaven or Hell by the 
way they live their lives. Some people may go to Hell if they 
have completely turned their back on God. Yet God wants all his 
children to be reunited with him in Heaven, and Jesus came to 
save all people.  

Summarize your discussion by sharing that when we think 
of death, Heaven, and Hell, we should remember that God loves 
us and wants our happiness. 

Direct the children to turn to page 53 and find the Prayer for 
the Dead. Invite the children to think of people they know of 
who have died. Pray this prayer together.

            ddss
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                CATECHISM HANDBOOK  

What the Church 
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Have the children close the What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Venture, page 5.
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November 6, 2025
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Name:

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

1. In the Sunday Gospel, what do we learn from the foolish girls’ mistake?

2. What is their consequence for getting more oil?

3. Name two ways we can prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming.

4. When do we pray psalms?

5. In the story “The Happy Dance,” why isn’t Juan prepared for the talent show?

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The children will:
l  Recognize details about some popular saints.
l  Identify Saint Martin de Porres as someone whose actions showed 

his belief in Jesus’ promise of Heaven to his followers. 
l  Express their belief in the resurrection of the dead by praying for 

the dead.

Living the Gospel l We Celebrate God’s Holy 
Saints (pages 6—7)  November begins with All Saints’ Day on 
November 1 and All Souls’ Day on November 2. All Saints’ Day is the 
day we remember all canonized saints and all those in Heaven with 
God. Note that all people who are in Heaven are saints. On All Souls’ 
Day, we remember and pray all for those who have died and who 
may be in Purgatory as they are purified and prepared for Heaven. 
	 Ask: Who can find your patron saint on these two pages? Then 
give the children time to read all the patron saint sketches and use 
the information they find to complete the crossword puzzle. 

Saints l Saint Martin de Porres (page 8) Martin de 
Porres was from Peru. He is another one of the native people Our 
Lady of Guadalupe championed. Today, Martin might have been a 
famous surgeon or brilliant diagnostician. Because of his mixed-
race status, however, he was not allowed an education or even full 
membership in a religious order. Give the children time to read the 
graphic story. Ask: How did Saint Martin show that he believed in 
Jesus’ promise of Heaven to his followers? 

Closing Prayer Direct the children to bring their Catechism 
handbooks to the prayer circle and turn to page 53. Invite them to 
name those who have died that they thought of earlier. Pray the 
Prayer of the Dead together. Encourage the children to learn this 
prayer by heart and pray it often.
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Sunday Readings: Ezekiel 47:1–2, 8–9, 12; 1 Corinthians 3:9c–11, 16–17; 
John 2:13–22

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
Sunday’s Gospel emphasizes the relationship with God that a temple or church 
building expresses. Jesus’ followers witness his zeal and respect for the Temple—
God’s dwelling place on earth. The writer of John’s Gospel sees Jesus as acting out 
Psalm 69: zeal for his Father’s house consumes him. Jesus’ followers also hear him 
declare that he is the new and everlasting temple of God. 

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
As Catholics gather for Mass this Sunday, we are not just celebrating a church building. 
We are celebrating all the faithful people who together form the Church, the temple 
of God and Body of Christ in the world.
	 “‘The Holy Spirit makes the Church the temple of the living God’” (CCC, 797). “The 
word ‘Church’ means a convocation or an assembly” (CCC, 751). “‘The Church’ is the 
People that God gathers in the whole world. . . . [The Church] draws her life from the 
word and the Body of Christ and so . . . becomes Christ’s Body” (CCC, 752).

 November 9, 2025 • Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

Materials 
l  Venture Student Lesson for 11/9
l  Catechism handbook, pages 11 & 12
l  pens or pencils
l  coins or game pieces 
l  audio player and Venture/Visions CD-1
l  Bibles (one per child)
l  Bible, cloth, candle, Liturgical Year calendar
l  name cards from 9/21 lesson, class motto  
Suggested Music
l  “Be God’s” (gospelweeklies.com/music)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1) 
Lesson Resources
l  Venture Activity Book, Activity #10
l  Lesson Assessment (gospelweeklies.com/assessment)
l  Video Links (gospelweeklies.com/weekly-videos)

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (15–20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l What Do You Know? (page 1)
l  Article l The Pope’s Church Has a Feast Day (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the fourth Think question related to the article.  
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (25—30 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Cleanses the Temple (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 11. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5) 
l  Catholic Faith Word l assembly (page 5)
Live the Gospel (10—15 minutes)

l  Activity l Symbols of the Church (pages 6–7)
l  Closing Prayer

Take-Home  
l  Have the children read the Saints feature on page 8 at home.
l  The Church (Venture Activity Book, #10)
l  Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 

do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 7 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song & Prayer l “Be God’s” 
l  Cover Activity l What Do You Know? (page 1)
l  Article l The Pope’s Church Has a Feast Day (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the article.
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (50–55 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Cleanses the Temple (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 

Distribute the children’s What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to page 11. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Catholic Faith Word l assembly (page 5) 
l  The Church (Venture Activity Book, #10)
Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)  
l  Activity l Symbols of the Church (pages 6–7)
l  Saints l Saint Leo the Great (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer
Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 7 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG1-32



Lesson Theme: God’s house is holy.

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Brainstorm ways the children 
can help beautify your church 
grounds. Help them find out who 
cares for your church property 
and ask that person how they can 
help. Some possibilities include 
picking up trash, planting flower 
bulbs, and raking leaves.  

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “Be God’s” 
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG1-34)
l  Cover Activity l What Do You Know? (page 1)
l  Article l The Pope’s Church Has a Feast Day (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the article.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, make your home here among us. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, make your home here among us. 

Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Cleanses the Temple (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine.
l  Closing Prayer l Dear Jesus, show us the way to live as your 

followers. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Dear Jesus, show us the way to live as your 

followers. Amen. (Repeat.)
Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 11.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Catholic Faith Word l assembly (page 5)
l  The Church (Venture Activity Book, #10)
l  Closing Prayer l Dear Jesus, help us to be your Body on earth. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Dear Jesus, help us to be your Body on earth. 

Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l Symbols of the Church (pages 6–7)
l  Saints l Saint Leo the Great (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer l Dear Jesus, help our Church be a sign of your love 

to the world. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Dear Jesus, help our Church be a sign of your 

love to the world. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG1-35)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the children to share their lesson with their families and do 
the With My Family and Friends activities on page 7 together.

Extending the Lesson

l  November 9: Local Celebrations of Figures of 
Holiness 

l  November 10: Saint Leo the Great – A Doctor of 
the Church isn’t one you see when you’re sick. They 
help write the official teachings of the Church. Saint 
Leo the Great is one.

l  November 11: Saint Martin of Tours – Martin 
didn’t want to become a bishop, but the people of 
Tours, France, chose him as their bishop. Ask: When 
have you been reluctant to do good? 

l  November 13: Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini 	
(USA) – Mother Cabrini wanted to be a missionary 
in China, but instead spent her life caring for the 
poor, orphans, and immigrants in the United States.

l  November 15: Saint Albert the Great – A Doctor 
of the Church, Albert lived in the thirteenth century. 
He taught Saint Thomas Aquinas and wrote about 
many subjects: science, math, astronomy, ethics, 
economics, politics, and spirituality. 

Curriculum Connections  
l  ELA: Brainstorm ways to invite people to come to Mass. Direct 

small groups to each write and present a commercial inviting 
people to come to Sunday Mass at your parish. Students should 
include their top ten reasons for going to Mass. 

	 (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1.A, 5.1.A) 

l  SS: Direct small groups to each research one of the four major 
basilicas in Rome (St. Peter’s, St. John Lateran, St. Mary Major, 
or St. Paul Outside the Walls). Each group should create a 
digital presentation that includes interesting facts about and 
reasons to visit the basilica. (ISTE 2016.6)

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  
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Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Share Experiences 
Objectives l The children will:
l Relate what they know about church buildings.
l Recognize the importance of the Lateran Basilica. 

Play and sing “Be God’s” (gospelweeklies.com/music). 
Lyrics are available at gospelweeklies.com/lyrics.

Gathering Prayer  Gather in a prayer circle. Invite a child 
to point to the current Sunday on a Liturgical Year calendar. 
Pray: Loving God, help us to be aware of your presence in our 
lives. Guide us to live as your people, in loving service to you and 
others. All: Amen. 

Cover Activity l What Do You Know About 
Church Buildings? (page 1) Distribute Venture and 
pencils or pens. Invite the children to work individually to answer 
the questions. Answers: Holy water reminds us of Baptism. Round 
churches show us the people and priest are one community of 
worshipers, giving people a real sense of being gathered around the 
Table of the Lord. Tabernacles can be in the center behind the altar 
or at a side altar; some churches have the tabernacle in a Blessed 
Sacrament chapel connected to the main church. Many churches 
have stained glass windows. All Catholic churches have a crucifix. 
Lucky Guess: Ekklesia.

Article l The Pope’s Church Has a Feast Day 
(pages 2–3) This feast day of the Pope’s cathedral in Rome is 
so important that it takes the place of the usual Sunday. Before 
reading the article, look at the picture of St. John Lateran on 
page 3. It is not nearly as large as St. Peter’s Basilica where most 
of the official happenings of the Pope take place, but it is still his 
cathedral. 

Go to gospelweeklies.com/papacy or scan here for 
updates related to Pope Leo XIV:

Discuss the Think questions related to the article. 
Answers: 1. He dreamed about a cross in the sky. A voice 
told him this sign would bring him victory. 2. Open-ended. 

They no longer had to hide their faith or fear they would be tortured 
or killed because of being Christians. They could have Mass in a church 
building instead of in secret in homes or catacombs. 3. As the Pope’s 
cathedral, it is the “mother church” of all Catholics. 4. Open-ended.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The children will:
l Identify the Church and its members as the temple of God 

in the world today.
l Recognize Jesus’ mission as revealing God’s love.
l Relate the mission and Marks of the Church.
l Identify themselves as members of the assembly of the 

Church and Christ’s Body in the world. 
Gather for the proclamation of the Gospel. Play and sing 
“Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1). 

Sunday Gospel l Jesus Cleanses the Temple 	
(page 4) Set the scene of the Gospel. Explain that they just 
learned that St. John Lateran is the oldest Christian church in Rome. 
The Temple in Jerusalem was the most important place in the Jewish 
faith, a place Jews thought of as the dwelling place of God. Invite 
five volunteers to proclaim the Gospel.  

Discuss the Think questions related to the Gospel. 
Answers: 1. The merchants and money changers were not 
showing proper respect for God’s house. 2. Jesus stood up 

for God the Father. The Jewish people thought of the Temple as God’s 
dwelling place on earth. 3. The Church and its members are the Body 
of Christ today. We are the temple of God because God lives in us.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l We 
Are the Temple of God (page 4) Read this 
feature to emphasize that our celebration of the Lateran 

Basilica celebrates more than a church building. We celebrate that 
the community of the Church and its individual members are the 
temple of God and the Body of Christ in the world.  

Discuss the Think questions related to the doctrine. 
Answers: These questions are both open-ended. Keep the 
children on topic and encourage everyone to offer their 
ideas.  

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
The Church (page 11), Mission 
of the Church (page 12), Marks 
of the Church (page 12)  

            ddss

for Children

                CATECHISM HANDBOOK  
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Distribute the children’s What the Church 
Believes and Teaches handbooks.

Lesson Theme: God’s house is holy.
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Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment.  

Use Activity #10 from the Venture Activity Book as a take-home 
activity or lesson wrap-up.

NOTE: You have reached the end of Unit 1. Find the Unit 1 
Assessment online at gospelweeklies.com/assessment.

Our Catholic Faith l We Become What We Eat 
(page 5)  Ask: Has anyone ever told you that you are what you 
eat? What does that mean? If you eat lots of french fries, are you 
going to become a french fry? No, but if we only eat junk food, we 
won’t be as healthy as if we eat food that’s good for us.
	 Read together the Our Catholic Faith feature. Emphasize that 
we who receive the Body and Blood of Christ in Holy Communion 
are to be Christ’s Body in the world.  
	 Read aloud Christ Has No Body. Invite the children to each write 
one way they can be Christ’s Body in the world. Invite volunteers to 
share their answers with the class. 

Catholic Faith Word l assembly (page 5)  Read 
this definition together to make sure they recognize that they are 
members of the assembly of the Church and share in the mission of 
Jesus and the mission of the Church. 

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The children will:
l Identify six symbols or titles of the Church.
l Recognize Saint Leo the Great as an early pope who helped 

the Church remain true to its mission. 

Living the Gospel l Symbols of the Church 
(pages 6–7)  Explain that there are different symbols, images, 
and titles for the Church. Read aloud the directions at the top of 
page 6. Distribute crayons, colored pencils, or markers. Direct the 

Have the children close the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks and return to Venture, page 5.

With My Family 
and Friends

Remind the children to share their Gospel 
Weeklies with their families, do the With My Family 
and Friends activities and prayer, and read the 
Eucharist Quote together.

© 2017 Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc., Dayton, OH (800-543-4383) gospelweeklies.com. 
Permission is granted to reproduce this page for use by parishes, schools, and families using Pflaum Gospel Weeklies.

November 6, 2025
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Name:

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

1. In the Sunday Gospel, what do we learn from the foolish girls’ mistake?

2. What is their consequence for getting more oil?

3. Name two ways we can prepare for Jesus’ Second Coming.

4. When do we pray psalms?

5. In the story “The Happy Dance,” why isn’t Juan prepared for the talent show?

children to read the descriptions and unscramble the red letters. 
Answers: ship, building, field and vineyard, pilgrim, sheepfold, 
People of God. When the children have finished the first part of 
the activity, ask: Which symbol is your favorite? Why? Give them 
time to draw their pictures as time allows.  

Saints l Saint Leo the Great (page 8)  Read this 
feature about a brave early pope who was an important leader 
and protector of the early Church. Emphasize his role in guiding 
the people of the Church to be true to their mission of being the 
Body of Christ in their troubled world.  

Closing Prayer Invite the children to bring their copies of 
Venture to the prayer circle. Lead them in praying together God 
Has No Body (page 5). End with the dismissal/sending forth from 
the Concluding Rite of Mass: Go and announce the Gospel of the 
Lord. Response: Thanks be to God. 

Invite  a volunteer to read aloud the first paragraph about the 
Mission of Jesus on page 11. Emphasize that Jesus’ entire life was 
the perfect way to show us God’s love for us.

Invite another volunteer to read aloud the paragraph on 
page 12 that summarizes the Mission of the Church. Make 
sure the children understand this means that we are to share 
the Good News of God’s love throughout the whole world. 
Invite the children to think back to their responses to the two 
questions in the Connecting Gospel and Doctrine feature. Ask: 
How does the Church share the Good News? How can you show 
by your words and actions what the love of God is like?

Write the four Marks of the Church—one, holy, catholic, 
apostolic—on the board. Arrange your class into four small 
groups. Assign each group one of the first four paragraphs on 
page 12 about the Marks of the Church. Direct each group to be 
ready to explain what its word means to the rest of the class.

Unit 1: We Follow Jesus’ Teachings   l   TG1-35



©
 2

02
5 

Pf
la

um
 P

ub
lis

hi
ng

 G
ro

up
, a

 d
iv

is
io

n 
of

 B
ay

ar
d,

 In
c.

 P
er

m
is

si
on

 is
 g

ra
nt

ed
 to

 re
pr

od
uc

e 
th

is
 p

ag
e 

fo
r u

se
 b

y 
pa

ris
he

s, 
sc

ho
ol

s, 
an

d 
fa

m
ili

es
 u

si
ng

 P
fla

um
 G

os
pe

l W
ee

kl
ie

s. 

Name ____________________________________

The following lines begin a litany to the saints. Look back on saints 
you’ve learned about in your Gospel Weeklies, or think about saints 
you know about, and add more lines to the litany. Pray the litany to 
the saints and the concluding prayer.

All Saints’ Day

We Celebrate the Saints 
In the Beatitudes, Jesus teaches us the way to true happiness. He 
tells us to love God and others, to be humble and merciful, and to 
place our trust in God. The saints show us how we can live out the 
Beatitudes. On All Saints’ Day, we celebrate the saints and thank 
God for their example. 

We celebrate All Saints’ Day on November 1. All Saints’ Day is usually 
a Holy Day of Obligation. We keep this day holy by attending Mass.

 ACTIVITY 

Let Us Pray 
Heavenly Father, thank you for the example of the saints. Help 
us follow in their footsteps. Help us follow the teachings of 
your Son, Jesus. Lead us to the eternal happiness of Heaven. 
Amen.

All 
Saints’ 

Day

Holy Mary, Mother of God,                  pray for us. 

Saint Michael,                    pray for us.

Saint Peter and Saint Paul,                   _______________.

Saint __________________________________,  _______________.

Saint __________________________________,  _______________.

Saint __________________________________,  _______________.

Saint __________________________________,  _______________.

Saint __________________________________,  _______________.

Saint __________________________________,  _______________.

God our Father, we are surrounded by these witnesses. In their midst, we make every prayer 
through Christ, who is our Lord for ever and ever. Amen.


