


For Catechists and Teachers

We Live the Good News!
Welcome to a new year of liturgy-based faith formation! Every 
Visions lesson is based on the Sunday Gospel. “The study of 
sacred Scriptures must be a door opened to every believer,” Pope 
Francis wrote in The Joy of the Gospel (#175). It is a catechist’s 
privilege to bring the Gospel to young people and explore its 
message with them. 

Unit 1: Gospel Overview 
As the Church reads from the Gospels of Luke and John on the 
last Sundays of the Liturgical Year, we hear familiar themes—
Jesus’ concern for people who are poor, his call to faith that 
can move mountains, and his call to pray without losing heart. 
These Gospels work together in Visions to help middle-schoolers 

discover concrete ways to believe, act justly, and pray in their 
everyday lives.

During these weeks, there are several familiar stories that 
appear only in Luke’s Gospel. The young people will hear Jesus 
tell the parable of Lazarus and the rich man, a story that will help 
them recognize and respond to the poor at our own gates today. 

Only in Luke’s Gospel does Jesus contrast God with an unjust 
judge who does justice in spite of himself at a widow’s persistent 
urging. Visions helps young people learn to advocate for what 
they believe in and what they need.  

Luke alone shares the parable of the Pharisee and the tax 
collector. He contrasts the righteous self-congratulations of a 
person proud of keeping the Commandments with a sinner’s 
humble plea for mercy. 

On All Souls’ Day, John’s Gospel proclaims Jesus’ promise 
of eternal life to believers. With the feast of the Dedication of 

Imprimatur: +Most Reverend Robert J. McManus, S.T.D., Bishop of Worcester, May 1, 2025
Visions Teaching Guide (supplement to Pflaum Gospel Weeklies)Vol. 45, No. 1, copyright © 2025 by Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc., sponsored by the Augustinians of the Assumption.
Theological Reviewer: Reverend Michael T. Martine, S.T.B., J.C.L.; Educational Consultants: Susan Taylor, M.A.T., Melanie Joyce; Publisher: David Dziena; Editors: Nicholle Check, Connie Clark; Designer: Jennifer Poferl. Page TG1-2 art: 
© Bayard, Inc. – Illustration: Jim Burrows. Printed in the USA. Material in this supplement may not be reproduced in whole or in part in any form or format without special permission from the publisher.  

*Numbers reference activities in the Visions Activity Book.  
†Refers to page numbers in the students’ What the Church Believes and Teaches handbooks. 

Date/Sunday Sunday Gospel Catholic 
Faith Word

Doctrinal 
Concept*

Catechism 
Handbook Themes† 

A three-year Scope and Sequence chart, which includes the four pillars of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, may be found at gospelweeklies.com/visions. 

7th Commandment, pg. 34  

common good, pg. 31; 		
Catholic social teaching, pg. 51

a definition of faith, pg. 8   

Sacrament of Holy Orders, pg. 25; 	
forms of prayer, pg. 40   

Forms of prayer, pg. 40; pray always, pg. 
42; forms of prayer quiz, pg. 44; Saint Paul’s 
advice about prayer quiz, pg. 45  

forms of prayer (review), pg. 40  

Resurrection and new life, pg. 14; 	
Apostles' Creed (resurrection), pg. 53  

Sacraments at the Service of Communion – 
Matrimony, pg. 26  

September 21, 2025 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 28, 2025 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 5, 2025 
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 12, 2025
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 19, 2025 
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 26, 2025 
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

November 2, 2025 
All Souls’ Day 

November 9, 2025 
Dedication of Lateran Basilica

Luke 16:1–13 
Jesus Is Our Teacher

Luke 16:19–31  
The Rich Man and Lazarus

Luke 17:5–10  
Jesus Calls Us to Believe and Act

Luke 17:11–19 
Jesus Cures Ten Lepers

Luke 18:1–8  
Jesus and the Persistent Widow

Luke 18:9–14  
The Pharisee and the Tax Collector

John 6:37–40 
Jesus Makes a Promise

John 2:13–22
Jesus Cleanses the Temple

Liturgy of the 
Word

Catholic social 
teaching

faith 

Church

prayer 

parable

saints 

cathedral

The Mass: Liturgy 	
of the Word, #13

Catholic Social 
Teaching, #29

The Creed, #9

Sacrament of Holy 
Orders, #20

Prayer, #30

The Church, #10

Saints and Holy 
People, #22

Sacrament of 
Matrimony, #21

TG1-2



UNIT 1 OVERVIEW: We Follow Jesus’ Teachings

Bayard supports Pope Francis’s call to care for our common home. Please recycle this teaching guide properly. Thank you.

the Lateran Basilica, the last lesson in this unit, John expresses 
Jesus’ respect and zeal for his Father’s house. Visions students will 
explore the depths of their understanding of these foundational 
concepts. 

Prayer and Gospel Ritual Space 
Each Visions lesson plan begins and ends with prayer. The young 
people will practice praying—and leading—the common 
prayers of the Church, as well as spontaneous prayers of praise, 
thanks, and petition. Establish a regular space in your classroom 
for prayer and proclaiming the Gospel. Cover a low table, desk, 
or even a box with a simple cloth. If you wish, decorate it with 
seasonal symbols, flowers, or illustrations. 

On the cover of every Visions lesson, the colored bar at the 
bottom indicates the liturgical color for that Sunday (for example, 
the first six weeks of Unit 1 are green for Ordinary Time). You may 
choose to highlight that color in your prayer space.

Go to GospelWeeklies.com
l GROW Newsletter and Blog – Subscribe 

to our GROW blog for weekly reflections on 
Sunday’s Gospel, activities, and a Calendar of 
Saints and Feasts.  

l Lesson Updates provide corrections or helpful additions to 
printed materials.

l Seasonal Activities and Catholic Resources – Printable 
activities can be used in a classroom or at home.

l Lesson Assessments – Printable pretests, lesson review 
templates, and lesson, unit, and year-end assessments.

l User’s Guide – Learn about Teaching Guide features and the 
structure and flow of the Gospel Weeklies lesson plans.

l Teaching Companion to the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
Catechism handbooks

l Family Catechesis Resources
The Gospel at Home is a weekly guide for parents with a Gospel 
summary, discussion starters, and activities in English and Spanish.
The Gospel for All Ages includes plans for large-group gatherings 
all based on the Gospel Weeklies lessons.

	 Parent Teaching Pages – Lesson plans help parents teach at home. 
l Scope and Sequence Chart: gospelweeklies.com/visions

GROW
PFLAUM Gospel Resources of the Week

blog

Online Resources: Quick Links 
l	 Lesson Assessment: gospelweeklies.com/assessment
l	 Seasonal Resources: gospelweeklies.com/seasonal
l	 Parent Teaching Pages: gospelweeklies.com/visions
l	 Video Links: gospelweeklies.com/weekly-videos
l	 Find resources at catholictv.org/masses/catholictv-mass to 

support or enhance your lessons.

Lo
rd 

Jes
us,

 yo
u are truly present. Amen! To promote belief in the Real Presence, every 

lesson of the Gospel Weeklies includes a Eucharist 
Quote. Pflaum also offers reflections on these 
quotes to share in print or on social media. Related 
videos, articles, and student activities are also 
available at gospelweeklies.com/eucharist.

Jubilee 2025 Pilgrims of Hope 
Pflaum provides background sheets to help 
catechists and teachers share the purpose of the 
Jubilee with their students and families. Find these 
at gospelweeklies.com/jubilee2025.

Early Start Lessons

If your program begins before the September 21 lesson, 
you may wish to purchase our Summer Solemnities Unit 
(PGW-VISS). These eight lessons cover solemnities such as 
the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, Saints Peter and 
Paul, and more. You might also choose one of the free, 
online Early Start Lessons, available to download and print 
at gospelweeklies.com/visions.

Music Collection 
The Venture/Visions music collection contains 
songs by John Burland that correlate to the Church 
Year. The songs are easy to learn through listening and singing 
along. Complete albums or individual songs are available for 
download at giamusic.com/PGW. There are also several free 
replacement downloads available at gospelweeklies.com/
lesson-updates. Note: Scroll down to MUSIC.

Go to gospelweeklies.com/papacy 
or scan this QR code for updates 
related to Pope Leo XIV:
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Sunday Readings: Amos 8:4–7; 1 Timothy 2:1–8; Luke 16:1–13

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
In Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus tells the parable of the dishonest steward, a business manager who is 
responsible for collecting debts for his master. Caught in graft, the steward tried to ingratiate himself 
with his master by foregoing his inflated commissions and having debtors write new notes just for 
the debt owed to the master. Of course, his motives for this “honesty” are completely self-serving. 

Unlike the steward, we are to be generous and merciful out of love. We are called to follow 
Catholic social teaching regarding the option for the poor and vulnerable by ensuring that we 
share our wealth with those who struggle to care for themselves and their families.

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
The Catechism of the Catholic Church states, “Everything the true Christian has is to be regarded 
as a good possessed in common with everyone else. All Christians should be ready and eager 
to come to the help of the needy . . . and of their neighbors in want” (CCC, 952). Catholic social 
teaching identifies seven principles for putting this message into action. All center around 
the simple idea that we are all brothers and sisters in Christ, created in the image of God, and 
deserving of living with dignity. By putting the Church’s social teaching into action, we will be 
Christians who serve God, stewards of the goods of Creation he bestowed on us.

September 21, 2025 • 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Materials 
l  Visions Student Lesson for 9/21
l  Catechism handbook, pages 34, 47, and 53
l  Pens or pencils; colored pencils or markers; 	

scissors; tape; game markers and die for game
l  Prep: large cross made from white card stock
l  Music player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter  
Suggested Music
l  “We Will Walk with God” (CD-2, #8)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  “Yes, Lord, I Believe” (CD-2, #14)

Lesson Resources
l  Visions Activity Book, Activity #13
l  Lesson Assessment: gospelweeklies.com/

assessment
l  Video Links: gospelweeklies.com/weekly-videos

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l It’s Time for Visions (page 1)
l  Article l Remembering Pope Francis (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Talk question.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l We Can’t Serve Two Masters (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 34, 47, and 53. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)
l  Game l What Do We Have in Common? (pages 6–8)
l  Closing Prayer l We Are on a Faith Journey (page 8)
Take-Home  
l  Activity l The Mass: Liturgy of the Word (Visions Activity Book, #13)
l  Remind the young people to share their Visions lesson with their 

families and do the With My Family and Friends activities on 	
page 6 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions for how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “We Will Walk with God” (CD-2, #8)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l It’s Time for Visions (page 1)
l  Article l Remembering Pope Francis (pages 2–3) 
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the article. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40–50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l We Can’t Serve Two Masters (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 34, 47, and 53. 

l  Catholic Faith Word l Liturgy of the Word (page 5)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5) 
Live the Gospel (25—30 minutes)  
l  Game l What Do We Have in Common? (pages 6–8)
l  Activity l The Mass: Liturgy of the Word (Visions Activity Book, 

Activity #13)
l Closing Prayer l We Are on a Faith Journey (page 8)
Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families and  
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 6 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG1-4



Lesson Theme: Jesus calls us to care for people who are poor. 

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “We Will Walk with God” (CD-2, #8)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG1-6)
l  Cover Activity l It’s Time for Visions (page 1)
l  Article l Remembering Pope Francis (pages 2–3) 
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the article.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for those who teach us 

about you. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for those who teach us 

about you. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l We Can’t Serve Two Masters (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for Jesus, who teaches us 

to love. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for Jesus, who teaches 

us to love. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 34, 47, and 53. 

l  Catholic Faith Word l Liturgy of the Word (page 5)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to learn from and love the 

Bible. Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to learn from and love the 

Bible. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Game l What Do We Have in Common? (pages 6–8)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to open our ears and hearts 

to you. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to open our ears and 

hearts to you. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l The Mass: Liturgy of the Word (Visions Activity Book, 

Activity #13)
l  Closing Prayer l We Are on a Faith Journey (page 8)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 
and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 6 together.

Curriculum Connections  
l  ELA: Remind the students that, like this Sunday’s Gospel story, many 

other types of stories teach lessons. Have the students read fables or 
fairy tales and determine the theme of the story. The students should 
analyze how the theme is developed over the course of the text in 
either an essay or a poster. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.2)

l  SS: In small groups, have the students choose an amount of 
money to invest. Assign each group three interest rates, and have 
the students calculate the changes to their investment based on 
those interest rates. Then lead a discussion on the influence of 
interest rates on borrowing money and investing money. 		
(D2.Eco.10.6-8)

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Prudent means “marked by 
wisdom.” Throughout our lives, 
we all receive prudent, or wise, 
advice. Invite the students to 
reflect on some of the prudent 
lessons they have received from 
parents, teachers, or the Church. 
As a group, create a book of 
prudent lessons.

Extending the Lesson

l  September 15–October 15: National Hispanic 
Heritage Month – Every year, Americans observe 
National Hispanic Heritage Month by celebrating the 
histories, cultures, and contributions of American 
citizens whose ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, 
the Caribbean, and Central and South America.

l  September 22–28: National Migration Week 
(USA)

l  September 22: First Day of Autumn

l  September 23: Saint Pius of Pietrelcina – 
Also known as Padre Pio, this twentieth-century 
Capuchin friar was the first priest in Catholic history 
known to have the stigmata—the five wounds 
Christ endured at his Crucifixion. Padre Pio built 
hospitals for people suffering in body and soul. 
Pray: Loving God, be near to all those who hurt, 
especially those who suffer alone. Amen.

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Unit 1: We Follow Jesus’ Teachings   l   TG1-5



Share Experiences 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Assess how they spend their time each day.
l  Identify the causes and issues that were important to 

Pope Francis.

Play and sing “We Will Walk with God” (CD-2, #8). 
Lyrics are available to download and print at 
gospelweeklies.com/lyrics.

Gathering Prayer  Gather the young people in the prayer 
space and distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Instruct them to turn to page 53. Together, pray the 
Prayer to the Holy Spirit. Distribute Visions to the students as 
they move back to their regular seating.

Cover Activity l It’s Time for Visions (page 1)  
Distribute pencils, read aloud the directions, and give the 
young people time to complete the clock and hour tally. Then 
have them turn to the person next to them and share their 
responses. Survey the class: What do they spend the most hours 
engaged in? What would they do with four hours of “bonus” 
time?

Remembering Pope Francis: Called to Care 
(pages 2–3)  Begin by noting that Pope Francis served 
as Pope from March 13, 2013 to April 21, 2025. Ask what the 
young people remember about Pope Francis. Look at the map 
study on page 3 together. These are some of the places Pope 
Francis traveled during his papacy. Take turns reading aloud 
the article. You can also go to gospelweeklies.com/papacy for 
updates related to the papacy.

Discuss the Talk questions on page 3. Answers: 		
1. Open-ended. Pope Francis's commitment to care for 
the poor and for Creation inspired many. 2. Open-ended; 

compassionate, merciful. 3. Open-ended; perhaps he inspired 
them to work on a cause that’s important to them. 
4. Open-ended; remind the young people that issues close to their 
hearts—bullying or caring for the environment, for example—
are often concerning to their peers worldwide. 5. Every 
generation must take care of the earth, use resources wisely, act 
toward the common good, and preserve the environment for the 
next generation. It’s often the people who live in the poorest areas 
in the world who are most adversely affected by environmental 
abuse, natural disasters, etc.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Correlate the Gospel message of putting God first in their 

lives with their time chart.
l  Identify how keeping the Seventh Commandment protects 

the poor. 
l  Explore what the prophet Amos might say to us today.
l  Connect the Sunday Gospel to the Seventh Commandment. 

Gospel Ritual  Gather in the space you have reserved for 
proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life” 
(CD-1, #1).

Sunday Gospel l We Can’t Serve Two Masters 
(page 4)  Ask for six–seven volunteers to take the  reader parts. 
You may wish to assign more than one reader to the parts spoken 
by Jesus. Proclaim the Gospel together.

Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel on 
page 4. Answers: 1. He makes friends with his master’s 
debtors. He puts himself back into his master’s good graces. 

2. His ingenuity or creativity. He takes action to help poor people. 
3. Taking care in small things suggests one is trustworthy in bigger 
situations. Open-ended. 4. In this case, the two masters are God and 
money. Conclude by asking the young people to flip back to the 
cover activity. Ask: What “masters” our time? Do we want to make 
any changes in how we use our time?

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l Jesus 
Calls Us to Care for the Poor (page 4)  
Have the young people read and reflect on this summary 
of Jesus’ challenge to be creative in finding ways to care 
for the poor. 

Discuss the Talk questions related to the doctrine on 
page 4. Answers: 1. Open-ended. Encourage the young 
people to think of ways they enjoy spending their time. 

Ask: How can you use your talents and time to help someone 
else through service? Advent begins in ten weeks on November 
30. This is a great time to plan a service project. 2. Open-ended; 
provide a few examples. Encourage everyone to identify a role 
model.

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Distribute the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks.

Lesson Theme: Jesus calls us to care for 
people who are poor. 
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September 21, 2025 • 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Name:

1. What does Father Greg Boyle say is the surest way to save the life of a young
person who lives in his violent community in East Los Angeles?

2. What does Homeboy Industries do for gang members?

3. In this Sunday’s Gospel, whom does Jesus say prefers the light? The dark?

4. How does John 3:16 summarize the entire Gospel?

5. What is your conscience? What forms a conscience?

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

© 2019 Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc. (800-543-4383) gospelweeklies.com 
Permission is granted to reproduce this page for use by parishes, schools, and families using Pflaum Gospel Weeklies.

October 11, 2020 27th 
Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lesson Wrap-Up

Catholic Faith Word l Liturgy of the Word 
(page 5)  Read aloud the definition. Turn to page 47 in What 
the Church Believes and Teaches and review the parts of the Liturgy 
of the Word: the First Reading, usually from the Old Testament; 
Responsorial Psalm; Second Reading, usually from Paul’s letters or 
the Acts of the Apostles; the Gospel; homily; Profession of Faith; and 
Prayer of the Faithful.

Visit gospelweeklies.com/catechists-teachers to 
download this week’s lesson review. 

Use Activity #13 from the Visions Activity Book as a 	
take-home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Have the young people close their What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Visions, page 5.

Our Catholic Faith l Christians Read from the 
Old Testament (page 5)  Read this feature on this Sunday’s 
First Reading, making sure after each paragraph that the young 
people understand key terms—Old Testament, Sacred Scriptures, 
lectionary, shekel, ephah. Have a volunteer read aloud the passage 
from the prophet Amos. Discuss how this First Reading from Amos 
helps us understand the Gospel. Amos preaches against cheating, 
especially the poor.

Discuss ways that people cheat today. Give the group time to 
fill in the voice balloons. Invite volunteers to share their responses.

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The young people will:
l Identify the spiritual questions they have in common. 
l Lead a faith journey prayer service.  

Living the Gospel l What Do We Have in 
Common? (pages 6–8)  This activity invites young 
people to learn about their own faith and to learn about how 
faith influences the lives of their classmates. Encourage them 
to mix with others they don’t know and form groups of four. If 
they already know each other, the questions will still serve as 
springboards for further discussion. Read aloud the introduction 
and preparations. Note the third item in the preparation section. 
Save time by having each player in a group prepare one part of the 
In Common game. 

Closing Prayer l Faith Journey Prayer Service 
(page 8)  Prepare a cross to sign. Celebrate the prayer service 
together. Keep the cross to display in your prayer space.

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
Seventh Commandment 	
(page 34)

Have the young people write their names in the front covers 
of their handbooks. Then turn to page 34. After studying 
this Sunday’s Gospel, the young people will gain a deeper 
understanding of the Seventh Commandment. 

Read aloud and discuss the meanings of each of the three 
sentences on the Seventh Commandment. The first sentence 
states a negative, “You shall not steal.” Connect this sentence 
with the Gospel by asking: Did the manager steal? Sunday’s 
Gospel does not tell us exactly what the manager has stolen and 
from whom, but it is certain that he has not been honest with his 
manager’s accounts and the debtors who owe him. The rich man 
may think that the manager is clever or shrewd to get himself 
out of a bad situation, but the young people should not be left 
with the impression that the manager acts in way that should be 
admired. Note that theft requires reparation for what is stolen.

Move to the second sentence. This answers the question 
from their lesson—that is, how is sharing with people who 
are poor a way that we keep the Seventh Commandment? This 
commandment calls us to act with charity and justice. Invite 
the young people to explain in their own words why. Creation 
exists for the good of all. This is a good reminder that the 
commandments are not just a list of “shall nots.”  They also 
remind us that we are called to act justly. Ask the young people 
how their perception of the Seventh Commandment might 
change if it read: “You shall share.”

Summarize that the Seventh Commandment calls us to 
help others and care for our shared resources.

            ddss
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Sunday Readings: Amos 6:1a, 4–7; 1 Timothy 6:11–16; Luke 16:19–31

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
In this Sunday’s Gospel, a beggar lies at a rich man’s door, but the rich man never even gives him 
scraps from his plate. Death reverses the fortunes of the two men: the beggar finds comfort in 
Heaven; the well-fed rich man is thirsty and suffering.

The rich man asks Abraham to send someone to warn his brothers of the fate that awaits 
them if they fail to share their worldly goods. But Abraham declines, reminding the rich man that 
his brothers already have the words of Moses and the prophets. This parable teaches us that to be 
blessed with eternal happiness in Heaven, we must share our earthly blessings. Further, it reminds 
us that the words of Scripture, especially Jesus’ teachings, will lead us to Heaven—if we heed them.

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
In the Parable of the Rich Man, the man repented of his selfishness and greed only after he 
experienced the consequences of his choices. During his lifetime, he neglected the Law of Moses 
and the teachings of the prophets. The Church reminds all the faithful to “learn ’the surpassing 
knowledge of Jesus Christ’ by frequent reading of the divine Scriptures” (CCC, 133). Through Jesus’ 
teachings, we have a road map for getting to Heaven. Our responsibility is to heed that road 
map—that is, to stay attentive to Jesus’ Word and to put it into action.

September 28, 2025 • 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Materials 
l  Visions Student Lesson for 9/28
l  Catechism handbook, pages 31 and 51
l  Pens or pencils, markers; writing/drawing paper
l  Optional: print Catholic social teaching activity 

(see QR code, page 6 in lesson)
l  Music player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter 
Suggested Music
l  “Send Down the Fire” (CD-2, #6)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Visions Activity Book, Activity #29
l  Lesson Assessment: gospelweeklies.com/

assessment
l  Video Links: gospelweeklies.com/weekly-videos

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity (page 1)
l  Story l One Day, Two Lives (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Talk question.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l The Rich Man and Lazarus (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4) 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 31 and 51. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)
l  Activity l Social Action Calls Each of Us (pages 6–7)
l  Closing Prayer 

Take-Home  
l  Have the young people read the Church History feature on page 8 

at home. 
l  Activity l Catholic Social Teaching (Visions Activity Book, #29)
l  Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 

and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions for how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)
l  Gathering Song l “Send Down the Fire” (CD-2, #6)
l  Gathering Prayer 
l  Cover Activity (page 1)
l  Story l One Day, Two Lives (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the story.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40–50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l The Rich Man and Lazarus (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel. 
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 31 and 51. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Catholic Faith Word l Catholic social teaching (page 5)
Live the Gospel (25—30 minutes)  
l  Activity l Social Action Calls Each of Us (pages 6–7)
l  Church History l Blessed Pope John Paul I (page 8)
l  Activity l Catholic Social Teaching (Visions Activity Book, Activity #29)
l  Closing Prayer

Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG1-8



Lesson Theme: Jesus calls us to act in charity and justice.

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “Send Down the Fire” (CD-2, #6)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG1-10)
l  Cover Activity (page 1)
l  Story l One Day, Two Lives (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Talk question.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to notice those who are in need.

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to notice those who are in 

need. Amen. (Repeat).
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l The Rich Man and Lazarus (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to listen to your Word. Amen. 

(Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to listen to your Word. Amen. 

(Repeat.)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine. 
l  Catholic Faith Word l Catholic social teaching (page 5)

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 31 and 51.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to follow your commands. Amen. 

(Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to follow your commands.

Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l Social Action Calls Each of Us (pages 6–7)
l  Catholic History l Blessed Pope John Paul I (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us choose to notice and act with 

love. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us choose to notice and act with 

love. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l Catholic Social Teaching (Visions Activity Book, #29)
l  Closing Prayer l (see page TG1-11)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Curriculum Connections  
l  Health: Have the students think about a day when they 

felt really good about life/themselves/the world. Ask them 
to journal what was happening for them emotionally, 
intellectually, physically, socially, and spiritually on that day. 
In a class discussion, ask the students to make connections 
between these types of health. Repeat for a day when they felt 
average or not that great. (NHES.1.8.2)

l  ELA: Ask the students to read a short nonfiction piece (e.g., 
from a magazine or the newspaper). Have them analyze what 
the piece says, citing particular lines from the text to support 
their analysis. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.8.1)

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Both Lazarus and the rich man would 
have benefited from the Corporal Works 
of Mercy. Share the Corporal Works of 
Mercy with the class (see page 51 in 
What the Church Believes and Teaches). 
Ask the young people to consider how 
they could live out these Works in their 
own lives. Invite each person to commit 
to living out one Work this week. 

Extending the Lesson

l  September 28: World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees – Pray for migrants, refugees, and all 
who have left their homes seeking a better life.

l  September 29: Saints Michael, Gabriel, and 
Raphael, Archangels – Act: Pray the Prayer to 
Saint Michael the Archangel.

l  September 30: Saint Jerome – Saint Jerome 
had a strong devotion to Scripture. His 
translation of the Bible became the official text 

used by the Church. Jerome said, “Ignorance of 
Scripture is ignorance of Christ.” Act: Memorize 
a passage from the Bible.

l  October 4: Saint Francis of Assisi – This 
patron saint of ecology and founder of the 
Franciscans loved God’s Creation. He chose 
poverty and trusting God over personal wealth. 
Act: Pray the Peace Prayer of Saint Francis. 

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Unit 1: We Follow Jesus’ Teachings   l   TG1-9



Share Experiences 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Apply the importance of noticing the needs of others.
l  Identify the ways their parishes help those in need. 
l  Analyze how peers miss the needs of those close to them.

Gather the young people in your prayer space. Play and 
sing “Send Down the Fire” (CD-2, #6). Lyrics are available to 
download and print at gospelweeklies.com/lyrics.

Gathering Prayer  Invite the young people to sit in a circle 
and close their eyes. Leader: Let us clear the thoughts of our busy 
day and focus on listening to one another and reflecting on Jesus’ 
message in the Gospel. Loving God, you know us and notice us. 
Help us to know one another and notice one another. All: Amen. 

Cover Activity l (page 1)  Distribute this week’s Visions 
lesson and pencils. Give the young people a few minutes to 
identify the differences between the two photos. Answers: 
(clockwise from top): green t-shirt; no exit sign; no necktie; button 
missing on blue shirt; foot missing; on young woman: no necklace, 
no lace on collar, yellow lace, no bracelet, green folder; on young 

man, middle: no symbol on 
shirt; on young man, left: 
no knot on bracelet, buckle 
missing on backpack; vents, 
locks missing on lockers. Ask: 
What did you notice first? 
What, if anything, did you 
miss? 

l Give the young people time to list up to four ways their parish 
helps those in need.

Story l One Day, Two Lives (pages 2–3)  Ask the 
young people why they think Pope Francis considered indifference 
to be one of society’s greatest sins. Then read the story aloud, 
taking turns every few paragraphs. Pause at the sidebar to answer 
questions 1–4. 

Discuss the Talk questions on page 3. Answers: 1. At 
breakfast, at lunch, and when the food spills on the bus. 	
2. Marcus notices things with Jalen but misunderstands 

what they mean; open-ended. 3. Breakfast and lunch in cafeteria, 
field trip money in English class. 4. He can be a good friend to Jalen 
by listening or by telling adults when he thinks Jalen needs help; 
open-ended. Read Off to a Good Start on page 3 and then respond 

to the last question. 5. Young people get the nutrition they need to stay 
healthy and succeed in school; programs may also identify families that 
need more help.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Identify the ways in which Jesus calls them to act justly.
l  Assess how readings from the Old Testament prepare them 	

to hear the Gospel.
l  Analyze how their faith requires them to avoid complacency. 
l  Apply their understanding of the common good to the 

Sunday readings. 

Gospel Ritual  Gather in the space you have reserved for 
proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1). 

Sunday Gospel l The Rich Man and Lazarus 
(page 4)  Proclaiming the Gospel in reader parts invites young 
people into the story to dramatize it and converse with Jesus 
directly. Choose four volunteers to take the parts and proclaim and 
dramatize the Gospel.

Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel on 	
page 4. Answers: 1. Many comfortable people don’t notice 
when someone else needs help. The rich man could have given 

Lazarus food and cleaned his wounds. 2. The abyss is a chasm or gap 
that symbolizes our distance from God. This distance is caused by sin. 
In this case, it’s the rich man’s sin of indifference and neglect toward 
Lazarus. 3. The neighborhood or country in which we live, our self-
involvement, our fear of people—all of these things can separate us 
from those in need. 4. Open-ended. Jesus shares with us; we share with 
others.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l Jesus 
Calls Us to Recognize Others (page 4)  Have 
the young people read and reflect on this summary of 
the Gospel’s challenge to be aware of the needs of others 
and share what we have with them. Emphasize that the 
Eucharist calls us to share. 

Discuss the Talk questions  related to the doctrine on 
page 4. Answers: 1–2. Open-ended. Encourage everyone to 
respond. Note that being aware of others’ needs may require 

us to take a break from our own needs. Also, we may need to assess 
our schedules. We may find ourselves too busy to notice others.

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Distribute the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks.

Lesson Theme: Jesus calls us to act in 
charity and justice.
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September 28, 2025 • 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/catechists-teachers to 	
download this week’s lesson review. 

Use Activity #29 from the Visions Activity Book as a 	
take-home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Have the young people close their What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Visions, page 5. 

Name:

1. What does Father Greg Boyle say is the surest way to save the life of a young
person who lives in his violent community in East Los Angeles?

2. What does Homeboy Industries do for gang members?

3. In this Sunday’s Gospel, whom does Jesus say prefers the light? The dark?

4. How does John 3:16 summarize the entire Gospel?

5. What is your conscience? What forms a conscience?

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

© 2019 Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc. (800-543-4383) gospelweeklies.com 
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October 11, 2020 27th 
Sunday in Ordinary Time

Our Catholic Faith l Amos Warns the 
Complacent (page 5)  Explain that Amos, the earliest 
written prophet, speaks again in Sunday’s First Reading. Locate 
Amos on the timeline to place him in Israel’s history. Explain that 
b.c. means “Before Christ.”  

Read aloud the title and first three paragraphs. Direct 
volunteers to take turns reading the rest of the feature and 
passage from Amos; as you read the dates, note them on the 
timeline. Discuss the question as a class and have the students 
write their responses individually.

Catholic Faith Word l Catholic social teaching 
(page 5)  Read the definition to reinforce your discussion of this 
important Church teaching, which is rooted in Sacred Scripture.

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Distinguish and value the two parts of social action—

charity and justice.
l  Identify keywords related to Catholic social teaching.
l  Review the life and influence of Blessed Pope John Paul I. 

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
The Common Good of the 
Human Community (page 31), 
Seven Themes of Catholic 
Social Teaching (page 51)

Read aloud the paragraphs on The Common Good.

Emphasize in the third paragraph the reason we care 
about the well-being of others—that is, because we are all 
created in God’s likeness. 

Ask the young people to consider the following questions:
l  Who is like Lazarus today?  
l  Who are the beggars at the door near us?
l  What does the Gospel ask of us in our society today?
l  What is a way we can practice social justice locally, globally?

Turn to page 51. Working together, read aloud each of the 
seven themes of Catholic social teaching. Ask the young people 
to identify how each theme supports the common good.
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Living the Gospel l Social Action Calls Each of 
Us (pages 6–7)  Arrange the students into pairs, and have 
them read the left column on page 6 aloud to each other. 

Look at the two feet of social action together. Read aloud the 
definitions and examples of charity and justice. 
l  Charity or Justice? (page 7) Working in pairs, have the 
young people identify the foot of social action each scenario 
describes, charity or justice. Review and discuss their answers as a 
class. Charity: 1, 3, 4, 5, 6; justice: 2, 7, 8

Catholic History l Blessed Pope John Paul I 
(page 8)  The papacy of Blessed Pope John Paul I was just 
thirty-three days in 1978. Read this feature to learn about “the 
Smiling Pope” and his lasting influence on the Church. Encourage 
the young people to complete the Gospel teaching project; assign 
it as homework if time runs short.  

Closing Prayer  Gather the young people in your prayer 
space and sit in a circle. Ask them to think about someone they 
have noticed who could use help or advocacy. Invite them to 
share their intention if they wish. For example: Let’s pray for 
people who are homeless. After each petition, lead the class in 
responding: God, hear your people. All: Amen.
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Sunday Readings: Habakkuk 1:2–3; 2:2–4; 2 Timothy 1:6–8, 13–14; 
Luke 17:5–10

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
This Sunday’s Gospel contains two messages, each of them succinctly presented by Jesus. In the first, he 
stresses the importance of faith in the life of discipleship, speaking of the power of faith “the size of a 
mustard seed.” The second teaching concerns the duties of the servant to his master. The servant waits 
on the master and attends to his demands. In return, the master is satisfied but not grateful, because 
the servant is simply doing his duty. This is a reminder that Christian disciples can make no claim on 
God’s goodness. Rather, by fulfilling the demands of discipleship, they are only doing their duty.

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
Faith is a personal act—the free response of the human person to the initiative of God who reveals 
himself (CCC, 166). Every time we pray the Nicene Creed at Mass, we profess our faith in God—
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—and restate what we believe as Catholics. We express the faith of the 
Church. 

As Christian disciples, we are called to put this faith into action. We do this first by serving God 
as our master to whom all honor and glory should be given. We can also put our faith into action by 
living the teachings of Jesus, by praying, by serving others, and by always working for the reward of 
eternal life rather than for temporal rewards.

October 5, 2025 • 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Materials 
l  Visions Student Lesson for 10/5
l  Catechism handbook, page 8
l  Pens or pencils; markers or colored pencils
l  Music player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter 
Suggested Music
l  “We Will Walk With God” (CD-2, #8)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Visions Activity Book, Activity #9
l  Lesson Assessment: gospelweeklies.com/

assessment
l  Video Links: gospelweeklies.com/weekly-

videos

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l What Power Does Faith Give You? (page 1)
l  Play-Drama l Francis, Knight for God (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Talk question.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Calls Us to Believe and Act (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 8.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5) 
Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)
l  Activity l How Is Faith Working in Our Lives? (pages 6–7)
l  Closing Prayer

Take-Home  
l  Have the young people read the Attitudes feature on page 8 at 

home.
l  Activity l The Creed (Visions Activity Book, Activity #9)
l  Remind the young people to share their lesson with their 

families and do the With My Family and Friends activities on 
page 8 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions for how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “We Will Walk With God” (CD-2, #8)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l What Power Does Faith Give You? (page 1)
l  Play-Drama l Francis, Knight for God (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the play-drama.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40–50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Calls Us to Believe and Act (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel. 
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 8. 

l  Catholic Faith Word l faith (page 4)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (25—30 minutes)  
l  Activity l How Is Faith Working in Our Lives? (pages 6–7)
l  Activity l The Creed (Visions Activity Book, Activity #9)
l  Attitudes l How has someone’s faith in you made a difference? (pg. 8)
l  Closing Prayer

Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG1-12



Lesson Theme: What power does faith give?

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “We Will Walk With God” (CD-2, #8)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG1-14)
l  Cover Activity l What Power Does Faith Give You? (page 1)
l  Play-Drama l Francis, Knight for God (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the play-drama.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for people who believe in us. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for people who believe in 

us. Amen. (Repeat).
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Calls Us to Believe and Act (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help our faith in you grow stronger. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help our faith in you grow stronger. 

Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 8.

l  Catholic Faith Word l faith (page 4)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for the gift of faith. Amen. 

(Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for the gift of faith. 

Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l How Is Faith Working in Our Lives? (pages 6–7)
l  Attitudes l How has someone’s faith in you made a difference? 

(page 8)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to trust you always. Amen. 

(Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to trust you always. Amen. 

(Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l The Creed (Visions Activity Book, #9)
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG1-15)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 
and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Curriculum Connections  
l  Tech: In pairs, have the students generate questions about 

eating traditions around the world. Then have them use digital 
tools to answer their questions and produce a pamphlet 
demonstrating what they have learned. (ISTE2016.3)

l  Sci: In pairs, have the students investigate how environmental 
factors influence the growth of plants. Their experiment might 
look at drought, soil conditions, or light, etc. Then ask the 
students to present their findings to the class. (MS-LS1-5).

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
One way we live out our faith is by 
helping the people around us. For most 
of us, this begins at home. Brainstorm 
ways your students can help their 
parents this week (e.g., set the table, 
make their bed, put away laundry, 
etc.). Invite each student to select one 
of these actions to do this week. Next 
week, discuss how they felt and how 
their parents reacted. 

Extending the Lesson

l  October 5: Respect Life Sunday
l  October 7: Our Lady of the Rosary – Once 

called the Feast of Our Lady of  Victory, this day 
commemorates the sixteenth-century victory that 
saved Europe from Turkish invasion. It is said that 
sailors aboard ships prayed the Rosary during the 
battle. Pray: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 
sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

l  October 9: Saint John Henry Newman – John 
was a priest, preacher, theologian, and writer. 

Newman Clubs on college campuses bear his 
name, and his writings influenced the Second 
Vatican Council.

l  October 11: Saint John XXIII – “Good Pope 
John” was an older man when he was elected 
pope, yet he called for the Second Vatican 
Council—a major event of renewal for the 
Catholic Church. He worked for peace during the 
Cold War.

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  
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Share Experiences 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Explore the meaning of faith.
l  Discern what helps them to believe in themselves.
l  Dramatize the story of Saint Francis’s conversion from rich 

son to servant of the poor.

Play and sing “We Will Walk With God” (CD-2, #8). Lyrics 	
are available to download and print at gospelweeklies.
com/lyrics.

Gathering Prayer Invite everyone to gather in the prayer 
space. Invite the class to sit quietly, breathe deeply, and clear their 
minds of distractions. Leader: Loving God, help us to understand 
you and our relationship with you. Give us the understanding and 
desire to increase our faith. All respond: Amen. 

Cover Activity l What Power Does Faith Give 
You? (page 1)  Distribute Visions and direct the young people 
to select one response to each of the five statements regarding 
faith. Take time to discuss why they chose their particular responses. 
Ask: Do you think there’s a difference between belief and faith?

Play-Drama l Saint Francis, Knight for God 
(pages 2–3) Introduce the play by having your group recall 
what they know about Saint Francis of Assisi. Assign the ten roles. 
Suggest students find and circle their speaking parts on pages 2-3. 
Encourage students to mime the actions spoken by the narrator as 
you perform the play together. 

Discuss Talk questions on page 3. Answers: 1. Francis 
is wholehearted and enthusiastic. He promises to give his 
loyalty and fight for the Pope instead of his city. 2. God sends 

Francis a sign of a suffering Jesus on the Cross. Later while praying in 
the ruined church, Francis sees the need to rebuild the building. 	
3. Francis realizes that the man with leprosy needs more than money; 
he needs clothing, warmth, and someone who cares. 4. Like Jesus and 
the disciples, Francis and the friars give up everything to follow God 
and build the Church. 

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Recognize that faith refers both to what we believe and 

those people in whom we believe. 
l  Appreciate that faith grows over time.
l  Identify people who encourage their faith. 

Gospel Ritual  Gather in the space you have reserved for 
proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life” 
(CD-1, #1).

Sunday Gospel l Jesus Calls Us to Believe and 
Act (page 4)  Share with the young people the difference 
between disciples and Apostles. All Christian followers are called to 
be disciples and spread the Good News of Jesus. Apostles are also 
disciples; however, they refer to Jesus’ twelve closest, most special 
followers. Ask the class to read the part of Apostles together and 
assign three volunteers to proclaim the parts of Jesus. 

Turn to the Talk questions  related to the Gospel on 
page 4. Answers: 1. They may want to do miracles like Jesus 
or may realize that being a follower of Jesus demands great 

faith. 2. Faith as big as a mustard seed or just enough to get started. 
A mustard seed is tiny but can grow to an enormous size; this is a 
metaphor for the strength of one’s faith. 3. Servants must do their work 
properly. Our duty is to care for each other. 4. When Saint Francis heard 
God speaking to him, his strong faith led him to respond immediately; 
there was no question that he would rebuild the Church. Open-ended.  

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l Faith 
in Jesus Gives Us Power (page 4)  Read this 
section to reinforce the Gospel concept that our faith in 
Jesus impels us to act as he did. 

Discuss the Talk questions related to the doctrine on 
page 4. Answers: 1. Share with the young people the steps of 
the Examen—become aware of God’s presence; review your 

day with gratitude; pay attention to your emotions; choose one point 
of the day and begin your prayers from that position; and look toward 
tomorrow. Their responses will be unique, open-ended. 2. Open-ended; 
encourage the young people to consider the ways the word faith has 
been defined so far in the lesson. Emotions certainly come into play—
that is, our faith can give us comfort, joy, and a sense of calm.  

Catholic Faith Word l faith (page 4)  Read this 
week’s definition. Faith can be a deceptively simple concept; yet it 
is also complex. Why Catholics believe in God, why they continue 
to believe even during times of trial, and why they share their 
belief in God are some of the concepts the young people will 
discuss this week and throughout this year. 

Our Catholic Faith l Paul Advises Timothy to 
Lead New Christians (page 5)  The Second Readings 
for four Sundays (27th through 30th Sundays in Ordinary Time) are 
from Paul’s second letter to Timothy. Visions connects Paul’s words to 
Timothy with the work of ordained leaders in the Church today.

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Lesson Theme: What power 
does faith give?
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October 5, 2025 • 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Name:

1. What does Father Greg Boyle say is the surest way to save the life of a young
person who lives in his violent community in East Los Angeles?

2. What does Homeboy Industries do for gang members?

3. In this Sunday’s Gospel, whom does Jesus say prefers the light? The dark?

4. How does John 3:16 summarize the entire Gospel?

5. What is your conscience? What forms a conscience?

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.
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October 11, 2020 27th 
Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/catechists-teachers 
to download this week’s lesson review. 

Use Activity #9 from the Visions Activity Book as a 
take-home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks.

Have the young people close their What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Visions, pages 6–7.

Discuss students’ responses to each “I Believe” statement and 
tally their choices for each statement. Have them share their 
reflection on which word best describes faith in God. Note that to 
believe means both to hold an opinion, a truth, or a theory and 
also to commit to a relationship. 

l Faith Interview (page 7) Have young people work in pairs 
to interview each other and write their own experiences of God. 
Note that they will be invited to share one of these experiences 
during the closing prayer.
l What Is Faith in Each Other? (page 7) Invite three volunteers 
to read this column aloud. Allow time for the young people 
to respond to the two questions. Ask volunteers to share their 
responses. 

Attitudes l How has someone’s faith in you 
made a difference? (page 8)  Visions will include 
several student-response pages this year. Direct the students to 
compare their answers with those on page 8.

Closing Prayer Gather in a circle. Ask the students to be 
quiet for a moment and recognize they are in God’s presence. 
Share one of your own responses from the Faith Interview on 
page 7, and ask volunteers to do the same. Conclude with the 
Lord’s Prayer.

With My Family 
and Friends

Remind the young people to share their Gospel Weeklies with 
their families, do the With My Family and Friends activities 
and prayer, and read the Eucharistic Quote together.

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
A Definition of Faith (page 8)

Instruct a volunteer to read aloud the first paragraph 
in section 4. Then direct the young people to underline all 
the words in the paragraph that indicate how faith grows 
as the Gospel describes—personal acceptance, conscious, 
free response, say yes, agreement, cherish. This is what your 
class will do all year—seek to accept and understand God’s 
revelation, especially God’s revelation in Jesus.

Read aloud the second paragraph. Emphasize that faith also 
expresses who we believe in—God, our origin and goal. 

Explain that the Church often uses the alpha (A) and 
omega (Ω), the first and last letters in the Greek alphabet, to 
symbolize who God is to us. Direct the young people to watch 
for these symbols in their church, on vestments, or in books.
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Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The young people will:
l Explore the ways in which they live their faith in Jesus.
l Distinguish between knowing, thinking, and trusting in 

terms of faith.
l Identify the people whose faith in them has made a 

positive impact.

Living the Gospel l How Is Faith Working in 
Our Lives? (pages 6–7)  Read aloud the “What Is Faith?” 
directions at left. Allow time for your group to fill in the ovals 
and complete the activity. Discuss the questions at the bottom 
of page 6, and then have the young people write their individual 
reflections.

Unit 1: We Follow Jesus’ Teachings   l   TG1-15



Sunday Readings: 2 Kings 5:14–17; 2 Timothy 2:8–13; 
Luke 17:11–19

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
In Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus heals ten people who had leprosy. Only one returns to thank Jesus. In this 
Gospel we can, as always, learn from Jesus’ actions. He takes pity on a group of men suffering not 
just because of their illness but also because of their exclusion from society. We also learn from the 
leper who returns to thank Jesus. Unlike the others, he does  not ask Jesus for help and then move on 
once he gets what he has asked for. He acknowledges what Jesus has done for him and thanks him. 
Interestingly, this leper is a Samaritan and therefore looked down upon by other Jewish people. But it 
is his example that we should follow. 

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
Throughout his earthly ministry, Jesus gave preferential attention to the weakest people in society. In 
healing the lepers, he shows mercy for a group society has cast out. Jesus’ compassion toward all who 
suffer is so great that he identifies himself with them when he says: “I was sick and you visited me” 
(Matthew 25:36). These words of Jesus are his invitation to us to act with mercy to those who suffer.

The leper who returns to thank Jesus reminds us of the importance of thanking God. Often, we 
talk to God in prayers of petition but forget to offer prayers of thanksgiving. Quoting Saint Paul, the 
Catechism reminds us: “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you” (CCC, 2638).

October 12, 2025 • 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Materials 
l  Visions Student Lesson for 10/12
l  Catechism handbook, pages 25 and 40
l  Pens or pencils
l  Music player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bibles for each student
l  Copies of your diocesan newspaper 
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter 
Suggested Music
l  “Yes, Lord, I Believe” (CD-2, #14)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Visions Activity Book, Activity #20
l  Lesson Assessment: gospelweeklies.

com/assessment

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity (page 1)
l  Comic-Story l Scrimmage at Burger Shack (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Talk question. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Heals Ten Lepers (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 25 and 40. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)
l  Activity l Prayer Expresses Our Faith (page 6)
l  Closing Prayer l World Mission Sunday (page 7)
Take-Home  
l  Have the young people read the Catholic Leaders feature on 

page 8 at home. 
l  Activity l Sacrament of Holy Orders (Visions Activity Book, #20)
l  Remind the young people to share their lesson with their 

families and do the With My Family and Friends activities on 
page 8 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “Yes, Lord, I Believe” (CD-2, #14)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l (page 1)
l  Comic-Story l Scrimmage at Burger Shack (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the comic-story.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40–50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Heals Ten Lepers (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 25 and 40.  

l  Catholic Faith Word l Church (page 4)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (25—30 minutes)  
l  Activity l Prayer Expresses Our Faith (page 6)
l  Catholic Leaders l Deacon Steven Cottam
l  Activity l Sacrament of Holy Orders (Visions Activity Book, #20)
l  Closing Prayer l World Mission Sunday (page 7)  
Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG1-16



Lesson Theme: God’s love is for all. 

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “Yes, Lord, I Believe” (CD-2, #14)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG1-18)
l  Cover Activity l (page 1)
l  Comic-Story l Scrimmage at Burger Shack (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the comic-story.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for the people who care for 

us. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for the people who care 

for us. Amen. (Repeat).
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Heals Ten Lepers (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for the signs of your love. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for the signs of your 

love. (Repeat.)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine.

Distribute the Students’ What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks. Turn to pages 25 and 40.  

l  Catholic Faith Word l Church (page 4)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5) 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to share your love with others. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to share your love with 

others. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l Prayer Expresses Our Faith (page 6)
l  Catholic Leaders l Deacon Steven Cottam
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to care for others. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to care for others. Amen. 

(Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l Sacrament of Holy Orders (Visions Activity Book, #20)
l  Closing Prayer l World Mission Sunday (page 7)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 
and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Sunday’s Gospel reminds us how 
important it is to say thank-you. Invite 
each child to write a thank-you card for 
someone (e.g., parent, teacher, pastor, 
or grandparent). Model what should be 
included in a thank-you card. Next week, 
follow up with the group and see how 
they felt after expressing gratitude. 

Extending the Lesson

l  October 14: Saint Paul VI – Pope Paul VI 
continued the work of the Second Vatican 
Council started by Saint John XXIII. He wrote of 
the Christian call to work for justice and peace. 
He was the first modern pope to travel outside 
Italy. 

l  October 16: World Food Day
l  October 17: Saint Ignatius of Antioch – 

Ignatius lived in the early days of the Church at 

a time when being a Christian was dangerous. 
He wrote letters to encourage other Christians 
to stay faithful to Jesus. Act: Be strong in your 
faith even when it isn’t popular.

l  October 18: Saint Luke the Evangelist – Luke 
wrote two New Testament books: the Gospel 
of Luke and Acts of the Apostles. Pray: Father, 
open our ears to hear your Word. Amen.

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Curriculum Connections  
l  Health: Ask each student to put hand lotion on their hands but not 

rub it all the way in. Sprinkle a generous amount of glitter on one 
student’s hands, and then invite that student to shake the hands of 
her/his classmates. Have the students observe how the glitter spreads 
between the students. Explain the proper way to wash hands (https://
www.cdc.gov/features/handwashing/index.html). (NHES.7.8.2)

l  Math: Explain to the students that people with leprosy were 
segregated from the community because the disease spread 
very quickly. To some people, it seemed as though it spread 
exponentially. Explain to the students the properties of integer 
exponents. Have them express given integer exponents in 
equivalent numerical expressions. (CCSS.Math.Content.8.EE.A.1)

Unit 1: We Follow Jesus’ Teachings   l   TG1-17



Share Experiences 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Explore what makes people insiders or outsiders.
l  Trace how a young man maintains his beliefs despite peer 

pressure and bullying.

Play and sing “Yes, Lord, I Believe” (CD-2, #14). Lyrics are 
available to download and print at gospelweeklies.com/
lyrics.

Gathering Prayer  Gather the class in a circle in your prayer 
space. Ask the students to number off by twos. Ones should sit 
facing the inside of the circle; twos will sit back-to-back with the 
ones. Ask what will be hard about praying together this way. Now 
form one circle facing one another and lead the young people in 
prayer. Leader: Loving God, help us to recognize the benefit of 
joining together as a community. Help us to include everyone and 
encourage others to reach their potential. All: Amen.

Cover Activity l (page 1) Read aloud the title and 
directions. Allow the young people to identify what is happening 
in each of the photos and answer the questions. Ask volunteers to 
share their responses.   

Comic-Story l Scrimmage at Burger Shack 
(pages 1–3) This comic-story deals with more than a young 
teen experiencing extortion and bullying at the hands of older, 
bigger kids. It’s about a boy who needs to have faith in himself, 
realize what he’s good at, and decide how he wants to spend his 
time and energies. Have the young people read this story aloud as 
a class, in pairs of weak and strong readers, or alone silently.

Lead a group discussion. One nonthreatening way to begin is 
by asking: “How did you like the story?” Listen to the responses 
and then ask, “What was believable in the story? Could this really 
happen?” Accept each person’s point of view. 

Discuss the Talk questions on page 3. Answers: 		
1. She thinks it’s a good way to make friends. 2. Bullying Tom 
builds Ed up. Older members of the team should welcome the 

new kids, and make them feel as though they are part of the group. 
Open-ended. 3. Tom is honest and hardworking. He can make better 
friends. 4. His mother has faith in Tom’s ability to decide what he wants 
to do. Tom stands up to the bullies, quits a sport he doesn’t like, and 
goes for one he enjoys. Tom shows that he would rather be an outsider 
than give into Ed and his friends. Tom’s faith in himself leads him to find 
a new community in which he can be a true insider. 

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Summarize what Jesus teaches about insiders and 

outsiders.
l  Identify the theme of inclusion in the Sunday Gospel.
l  Define church as their parish or diocese and Church as the 

worldwide People of God. 
l  List the ways that bishops, priests, and deacons serve the 

Church. 

Gospel Ritual  Gather in the space you have reserved for 
proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life” 
(CD-1, #1).

Sunday Gospel l Jesus Heals Ten Lepers 	
(page 4) Have four young people take the parts of Narrators 1 
and 2, Jesus, and Healed Leper. The rest take the Lepers’ part.  

Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel on 
page 4. Answers: 1. The lepers stand at a distance from 
Jesus. The Gospel calls out the Samaritan for his ethnicity. 

2. Perhaps they take Jesus’ healing for granted or don’t realize the 
source of their healing. 3. Open-ended. 4. Open-ended. 5. Open-
ended; they may be busy reconnecting with their families after 
living apart for a long time.

Catholic Faith Word l Church (page 4)  Read aloud 
the definition. Explain that the Church is most itself when it gathers 
to listen to the Gospel and celebrate the Eucharist together. 

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l Whom 
Does God Choose to Heal? (page 4)  
Read aloud this summary of the Gospel concept of the 

universality of God’s call to love, inclusion, and friendship. Jesus’ 
healing of the lepers is a sign that the Kingdom of God is close at 
hand.

Discuss the Talk questions related to the doctrine  on 
page 4. Answers: 1. Open-ended; encourage the young 
people to share the ways they experience love and care. 

Usually we respond to acts of kindness and care in the same manner. 
2. In Jesus’ time, Samaritans were viewed as heretics, or people 
who did not properly keep the Jewish law; they were considered 
outsiders. Jesus makes a point to include those who were on the 
outside. Bonus: The story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25–37) 
or the woman at the well (John 4:1–42). 

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Distribute the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks.

Lesson Theme: God’s love is for all. 
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Our Catholic Faith l Bishops, Priests, and 
Deacons Serve the Catholic Church (page 5)  
Bishops, priests, and deacons continue the work of the Church. 
Have the young people identify some of these roles in the 
photos. Then read aloud the text, pausing at the blue direction 
text to give your group time to respond. Note that students will 
learn more about what it is like to serve as a deacon on page 8.  

Distribute copies of your diocesan newspaper or find it 
online. These publications often include a schedule of the 
bishop’s activities. Conclude the activity by having the young 
people identify the ways their bishop or archbishop serves their 
community. Give them time to share their responses. 

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Identify, practice different forms and methods of prayer.
l  Discover what life is like for a deacon.  
l  Conclude that all forms of prayer are communication 

with God.
l  Pray for the worldwide Church 

Living the Gospel l Prayer Expresses Our 
Faith (page 6)  Arrange the class into groups of three. 
Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches handbooks, 
turn to page 40, and briefly review the five types of prayer in 

October 12, 2025 • 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Name:

1. What does Father Greg Boyle say is the surest way to save the life of a young
person who lives in his violent community in East Los Angeles?

2. What does Homeboy Industries do for gang members?

3. In this Sunday’s Gospel, whom does Jesus say prefers the light? The dark?

4. How does John 3:16 summarize the entire Gospel?

5. What is your conscience? What forms a conscience?

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

© 2019 Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc. (800-543-4383) gospelweeklies.com 
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October 11, 2020 27th 
Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lesson Wrap-Up

this activity. Note that you will return to prayers of contrition in a 
later lesson. 

Ask the young people which forms they pray most often. Why 
do they think that’s the case? This week, ask them to offer prayers 
of different types, especially those they may not pray often. Have 
them identify when they pray in any of these ways. 

Instruct the groups to work together to write examples of 
each type of prayer; each should also write his/her own prayers. 
Ask volunteers to share their prayers. 

Catholic Leaders l Deacon Steven Cottam 
(page 8) Look back at page 5 and review the third paragraph 
about deacons. Ask the young people if they can imagine what it 
might be like to live as a deacon. Then read aloud the main article 
and Q and A feature on page 8. When finished, ask if anything 
surprised them in the article. Read the photo caption and have 
the students look up 1 Corinthians 13:4-13. 

Closing Prayer l Looking Ahead: World Mission 
Sunday (page 7) Help the young people understand that 
they are part of a worldwide Church that extends beyond the 
doors of their own parish. Complete the activities together. Pray 
the Prayer to the Holy Spirit and encourage the young people to 
keep missionaries in their prayers throughout the year. Remind 
them that we are all called to spread the Good News of Jesus.  

Visit gospelweeklies.com/catechists-teachers to down-
load this week’s lesson review. 

Use Activity #20 from the Visions Activity Book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Have the young people close their What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Visions, page 5.

What the Church 
Believes and 
Teaches
Sacraments at the Service 		
of Communion —
Holy Orders (page 25)

Turn to page 25 and read aloud the introductory paragraph 
about Sacraments at the Service of Communion. Ask the 
young people why they think Matrimony and Holy Orders are 
classified together. How are they similar? 

Read aloud this section, pausing after each paragraph 
to summarize and ask questions. The young people should 
understand the ranks of this sacrament—bishop, priest, and 
deacon—and the unique roles and requirements of each. 
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Sunday Readings: Exodus 17:8–13; 2 Timothy 3:14—4:2; Luke 18:1–8

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus tells a parable in which he presents a poor, humble widow as a 
model for his followers to emulate. The widow, faced with a judge who would not render a just 
decision, persisted in asking for what she needed. 

In the parable, Jesus also contrasts God with the unjust judge. If in the end even the unjust 
judge did what was right, how much more goodness and justice can we expect from God? The 
parable highlights both the importance of persistence in prayer and God’s goodness. When we 
are faced with difficulties and feel as though God does not hear us, persistence is the necessary 
response, because God always hears us and wills what is best for us.

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
Luke’s Gospel provides Jesus’ key parables on prayer. This Sunday, it’s a parable stressing 
persistence: “It is necessary to pray always without ceasing and with the patience of faith” 	
(CCC, 2613).

The Holy Spirit who teaches the Church and recalls to her all that Jesus said also instructs her 
in the life of prayer, inspiring new expression of the same basic forms of prayer: blessing, petition, 
intercession, thanksgiving, and praise (CCC, 2644).
 

October 19, 2025 • 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Materials 
l  Visions Student Lesson for 10/19
l  Catechism handbook, pages 40, 42, 

44–45
l  Pens or pencils, scissors
l  Music player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter 
Suggested Music
l  “Dona Nobis Pacem” (CD-1, #4)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
Lesson Resources
l  Visions Activity Book, Activity #30
l  Lesson Assessment: gospelweeklies.

com/assessment
l  Video Links: gospelweeklies.com/

weekly-videos

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG1-22) 
l  Cover Activity l (page 1)
l  Story l Shaking Up the Squad (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Talk question. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Tells Us to Keep Asking (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 40, 42, 44–45. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)

Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)

l  Activity l How Do I Seek What I Need? (pages 6–8)
l  Closing Prayer
Take-Home  
l  Activity l Prayer (Visions Activity Book, Activity #30)
l  Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 

and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 6 
together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “Dona Nobis Pacem” (CD-1, #4)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG1-22) 
l  Cover Activity l  (page 1)
l  Story l Shaking Up the Squad (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the story.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40—50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Tells Us to Keep Asking (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel. 
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 40, 42, 44–45.  

l  Catholic Faith Word l prayer (page 5)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  Activity l How Do I Seek What I Need? (pages 6–8)
l  Activity l Prayer (Visions Activity Book, #30)
l  Closing Prayer 
Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 
and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 6 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG1-20



Lesson Theme: How can we persist in prayer?

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “Dona Nobis Pacem” (CD-1, #4)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG1-22)
l  Cover Activity l (page 1)
l  Story l Shaking Up the Squad (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the story.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for your gifts to us. Amen. 

(Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for your gifts to us. 

Amen. (Repeat).
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Tells Us to Keep Asking (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for hearing us when we 

pray. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for hearing us when we 

pray. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4) 
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 40, 42, 44–45.

l  Catholic Faith Word l prayer (page 5)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5) 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us remember to pray every day. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us remember to pray every 

day. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l How Do I Seek What I Need? (pages 6–8)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to pray with our words and 

actions. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to pray with our words and 

actions. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l Prayer (Visions Activity Book, #30)
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG1-23)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families and 
to do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 6 together.

Curriculum Connections  
l  ELA: Direct the students to write a narrative in which a character 

asks another character for help. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3)

l  SS: Explain to the students that judges have certain 
responsibilities to our government and the functioning of our 
society. Assign small groups of students to research and create 
a graphic organizer outlining the power and responsibility of 
leaders, citizens, political parties, interest groups, the media, etc. 
in governmental and nongovernmental contexts. (D2.Civ.1.6-8)

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Some young people may think that 
prayer only happens at certain times or 
places (e.g., before meals, before bed, 
or at Mass). Brainstorm other times 
or ways they can pray (e.g., singing, 
drawing, before a test, when they wake 
up, when fighting with a sibling). Invite 
them to add one of these new times or 
ways to pray from the list this week.

Extending the Lesson

l  October 19: World Mission Sunday – Pray: 
Loving God, we pray for missionaries who answer 
the call to serve. Amen.

l  October 22: Saint John Paul II – This Polish 
pope spoke eight languages, visited 129 
countries, and worked for peace in our world. 
Shot and wounded in 1981, he forgave the man 
who tried to kill him. He started World Youth Day.

l  October 24: Saint Anthony Mary Claret – A 
Spaniard born in 1807, Anthony founded the 

Claretian orders of priests and nuns and served as 
archbishop of Santiago, Cuba. He took part in the 
First Vatican Council, served as spiritual counselor 
to Queen Isabella II of Spain, and supported 
the Catholic press. Act: Read an article from a 
Catholic newspaper or website.

l  October 24–28: World Conference on Faith 
and Order – This conference commemorates the 
1700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea in 
325. Act: Pray the Nicene Creed. 

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  
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Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Connect prayer with the importance of maintaining a 

relationship with God. 
l  Recognize Moses’s role as persistent mediator.
l  Review the forms of prayer, assess their knowledge.

Gospel Ritual  Gather in the place you have reserved for 
proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life” 	
(CD-1, #1).

Sunday Gospel l Jesus Tells Us to Keep Asking 
(page 4)  Have four volunteer readers proclaim the Gospel. 
Consider having the widow and judge dramatize their parts.   

Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel on 
page 4. Answers: 1. Open-ended. The widow may be 
asking to keep her property or receive money owed her. 

2. The widow gets her rights by hounding the judge; she wouldn’t 
permit him to ignore her. 3. Open-ended. 4. Like the judge, God is 
powerful and pays attention to the persistent. Unlike the judge, God 
is not arrogant or disrespectful. 5. Open-ended. Consider having 
your young people journal their responses. 6. Open-ended.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l Why 
Do We Keep on Praying? (page 4)  Read 
aloud as a class this summary of the Gospel concept of 
asking in prayer for what we need.

Discuss the Talk questions related to the doctrine 
on page 4. Answers: 1. It may feel as though God isn’t 
listening to our prayers if we don’t receive an immediate 

response or the one we might prefer. God does not respond by text; 
he may respond in ways that only become apparent over time. 
However, if we are in a tough situation, it can be hard to be patient 
or remain persistent. 2. Open-ended; reaching out to a good friend 
or family member. Listening and being there for a friend can help 
them remain positive.  

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Distribute the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks.

Share Experiences 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Connect the importance of being persistent in life and in 

prayer. 
l  Recognize that persistence can put them at risk socially. 

Bring the young people together in your prayer space. 
Play and sing “Dona Nobis Pacem” (CD-1, #4). Lyrics are 
available to download and print at gospelweeklies.com/
lyrics.

Gathering Prayer  Ask the young people to focus on where 
they need God’s assistance as they repeat this prayer after you. 
Leader: Dear Jesus, I offer you this week, all I think and write and 
speak! All respond: Amen.

Cover Activity l (page 1) The cover shows a number 
of familiar and less-familiar people and shares their stories of 
persistence. Give the young people time to study the cover, then 
ask how each image illustrates persistence. Ask: What happened 
because these people persisted?

Then direct the young people to read aloud the text in the 
white box. These questions will transition to the discussion of 
human persistence to God’s call to remain faithful in prayer. Prayer 
is like many other challenging pursuits—it takes time, practice, 
and commitment. Give each student time to reflect and share their 
responses to the questions.  

Story l Shaking Up the Squad (pages 2–3)   
Introduce the story by having the young people speculate on its 
plot by noting the title and illustration. Invite volunteers to take 
turns reading the story aloud to the class.

Discuss the Talk questions on page 3. Answers: 1. 
Marisol knows that Kinslee has already learned all the 
cheers and has great school spirit. 2. The girls object because 

Kinslee has Down syndrome and they may have the impression that 
Kinslee would hold them back. 3. Marisol sees proof that Down 
syndrome does not prevent Kinslee from learning the cheers and 
routines. 4–5. Open-ended.

Conclude by reading the sidebar and pledge on page 3. Discuss the 
questions that follow. Encourage your young people to view the 
inclusion pledge.

Lesson Theme: How can we persist in 
prayer?
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October 19, 2025 • 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Name:

1. What does Father Greg Boyle say is the surest way to save the life of a young
person who lives in his violent community in East Los Angeles?

2. What does Homeboy Industries do for gang members?

3. In this Sunday’s Gospel, whom does Jesus say prefers the light? The dark?

4. How does John 3:16 summarize the entire Gospel?

5. What is your conscience? What forms a conscience?

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.
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October 11, 2020 27th 
Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lesson Wrap-Up

Catholic Faith Word l prayer (page 5)  Read aloud 
this week’s definition to underscore the Gospel message of 
remaining persistent in prayer.  

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The young people will: 
l  Explore Christian responses to difficult situations.
l  Dramatize aggressive, passive, and assertive responses. 

Living the Gospel l How Do I Seek What I 
Need? (pages 6–8)  Young people face situations that 
require them to respond in mature, Christian ways. Read aloud the 
four introductory paragraphs on page 6. Use the example to be sure 
the students know the difference between aggressive, assertive, 
and passive behavior. Invite them to write down their answer to the 
results question and ask for volunteers to share their answers with 
the class. Point out that assertive behavior seeks to find a healthy 
balance between aggressive and passive. 

Read the directions for the Can We Work It Out? activity. 
Arrange the students into pairs. When finished with the skits, give 
the students time to respond to the question on page 6, lower 
right. Invite volunteers to share their responses. Bring the class 
together after the activity to discuss how the different behaviors 
helped or hurt.

Closing Prayer  Gather in a prayer circle. Ask the students 
to close their eyes and imagine they are the widow who is coming 
one more time before the judge to demand her rights. Have them 
imagine what it is they need to ask God for again and again. Let 
them make those petitions aloud or silently. Conclude with the 
Lord’s Prayer.

Visit gospelweeklies.com/catechists-teachers to down-
load this week’s lesson review. 

Use Activity #30 from the Visions Activity Book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Have the young people close their What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Visions, page 5.

Our Catholic Faith l Moses Serves as a 
Persistent Mediator (page 5)  Before reading this 
feature, ask the young people if they can explain the illustration. 
Moses hears the voice of God from the burning bush. He takes off 
his shoes because this is a holy place. The voice says God’s name, 
Yahweh. Note: Jewish people, out of respect, do not say the name 
of God out loud. They say instead Adonai, which means “Lord.”

Read the first two columns aloud together. Then ask a 
confident reader to read this Sunday’s First Reading in the right 
hand column or read it aloud yourself. Discuss how Moses is a 
mediator, a person who speaks between God and his people. Give 
the young people a minute to complete their own response to the 
question at bottom right.

What the Church 
Believes and 
Teaches
Forms of Prayer (page 40)
Pray Always (page 42)
Forms of Prayer Quiz (page 44)
Saint Paul’s Advice About 		

			       Prayer Quiz (page 45)

Briefly review the six forms of prayer on page 40.

Turn to page 42. Have a volunteer read the first  paragraph, 
which explains Paul’s directive to pray always. Invite the young 
people to describe in their own words what “praying always” 
means. Summarize that it means being attentive to Creation, to 
God’s gift of life for us, to God’s presence sustaining all that is. 
It may be simply to recall that we are in God’s hands when we 
face difficulty. Recall that the widow persists in her prayer. Ask 
what kind of prayer she practices (petition).

Turn to the quizzes on pages 44–45. You may choose to have 
the students complete the quizzes on their own, work with 
a partner, or assign them as homework. It can also be fun to 
arrange the class into two teams and pose the questions in the 
form of a trivia game. 
l  Forms of Prayer (page 44)  Answers: 1. petition; 		

2. thanksgiving; 3. contrition; 4. adoration; 5. intercession; 	
6. praise

l  Saint Paul’s Advice About Prayer (page 45) Answer: PRAY 
CONSTANTLY; 1. P; 2. A; 3. Y; 4. C; 5. O; 6. N; 7. T; 8. A; 9. N; 
10. T; 11. L; 12. Y
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Sunday Readings: Sirach 35:12–14, 16–18; 2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18; 
Luke 18:9–14

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
Pharisees were the religion teachers in Jesus’ time. They taught Jewish people their religious 
traditions and challenged them to apply the Law to their lives. Conversely, tax collectors were 
socially reviled, known for overcharging fellow Jews for their own gain and collaborating with 
the Romans.

In the Gospel, Jesus tells a parable in which he contrasts the self-righteous attitude of a 
Pharisee with the humility of a penitent tax collector. Jesus’ parable forces us to examine how we 
see other people and how God sees all of us. In God’s eyes, all people are worthy of mercy. But 
he most readily hears those who acknowledge their failings and pray with a humble heart.

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
Prayer is the raising of one’s mind and heart to God. Humility is the foundation of prayer 	
(CCC, 2559). The first movement of the prayer of petition is asking forgiveness, like the tax 
collector in the parable: “God, be merciful to me, a sinner” (CCC, 2631).

When we stand before God in a spirit of humility and acknowledge that we are his creation, 
we do so with an attitude of adoration. We exalt his greatness and our reliance on his mercy and 
invite his response to our supplications (CCC, 2628).

October 26, 2025 • 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Materials 
l  Visions Student Lesson for 10/26
l  Catechism handbook, page 40
l  Pens or pencils, slips of white paper
l  White board or large sheets of paper
l  Music player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter 
Suggested Music
l  “How Can We Be Silent?” (CD-2, #17)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Visions Activity Book, Activity #10
l  Lesson Assessment: gospelweeklies.com/

assessment
l  Video Links: gospelweeklies.com/weekly-

videos

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l What Makes Us Great? (page 1)
l  Story l The Shrinking Beast (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Talk question. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l The Pharisee and the Tax Collector (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 40.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)
l  Activity l The Choice! Do We Challenge What “Everyone” Thinks? 

(page 6)
l  Closing Prayer l Prayer Brings Us Closer to God  (page 7)

Take-Home  
l  Saints l Mother Teresa of Calcutta (page 8) 
l  Activity l The Church (Visions Activity Book, #10)
l  Remind the young people to share their lesson with their 

families and do the With My Family and Friends activities on 	
page 8 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “How Can We Be Silent?” (CD-2, #17)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l What Makes Us Great? (page 1)
l  Story l The Shrinking Beast (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the story.
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40–50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Catholic Faith Word l parable (page 4)
l  Sunday Gospel l The Pharisee and the Tax Collector (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 40.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
 Live the Gospel (25—30 minutes)  
l  The Choice! Do We Challenge What “Everyone” Thinks? (page 6)
l  Saints l Mother Teresa of Calcutta (page 8)
l  Activity l The Church (Visions Activity Book, #10)
l  Closing Prayer l Prayer Brings Us Closer to God  (page 7)
Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 
and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG1-24



Lesson Theme: Be humble in prayer. 

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “How Can We Be Silent?” (CD-2, #17)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG1-26)
l  Cover Activity l What Makes Us Great? (page 1)
l  Story l The Shrinking Beast (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the story.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for all your gifts to us. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for all your gifts to us. 

Amen. (Repeat).
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Catholic Faith Word l parable (page 4)
l  Sunday Gospel l The Pharisee and the Tax Collector (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to do things that please you. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to do things that please 

you. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 40.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, give us the strength to choose what is 

right. Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, give us the strength to choose what 

is right. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l The Choice! Do We Challenge What “Everyone” Thinks? 

(pages 6–7)
l  Saints l Mother Teresa of Calcutta (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to be kind in our words and 

actions. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to be kind in our words and 

actions. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l The Church (Visions Activity Book, #10)
l  Closing Prayer l Prayer Brings Us Closer to God (page 7)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 
and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 7 together.

Curriculum Connections  
l  ELA: Invite each student to write a prayer to God, thanking God 

for what they have, asking for God’s forgiveness, and praising 
God. Then help them publish their prayers online. (CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.7.6)

l  Tech: Help the students publish their prayers online. Encourage 
them to be creative. One way they could do this is by creating a 
video in a program like iMovie and adding music and images to 
the prayer. (ISTE2016.6b)

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
The concept of tithing reminds us to give 
some of what we have to the Church to 
support God’s work. Invite the young people 
to consider how they can support the Church 
this week—by praying, participating in 
a volunteer activity, or taking part in a 
donation program. Ask each student to 
consider how the week will be different if 
they support the Church in this way. 

Extending the Lesson

l  October 28: Saints Simon and Jude – Both men 
were among the Twelve Apostles. Jude, called 
Thaddeus, is the brother of James the Lesser, who 
was also an Apostle. Simon was called the Zealot 
because he rigidly followed Jewish law. James 
traveled with Jude to Egypt and Persia where they 
were both martyred.

l  November: Black Catholic History Month (USA) 
– The Church honors Black Catholics, including 
these six candidates for sainthood: Mother Mary 

Lange, Father Augustus Tolton, Mother Henriette 
DeLille, Pierre Toussaint, Julia Greeley, and Sister 
Thea Bowman. Act: Pray for an end to racial 
discrimination and injustices against people of color.

l  November 1: All Saints’ Day – Since it falls on a 
Saturday this year, this solemnity that honors all 
those in Heaven is not a Holy Day of Obligation. 
Act: Learn more about a saint for your name or 
one you’re interested in knowing more about.

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Unit 1: We Follow Jesus’ Teachings   l   TG1-25



Share Experiences 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Evaluate stereotypes of adults and young people.  
l  Identify the pressures young people have to perform well. 
l  Recognize all people are equal in God’s eyes.

Gather the young people in your prayer space. Play and 
sing “How Can We Be Silent?” (CD-2, #17). Lyrics are 
available to download and print at gospelweeklies.com/
lyrics.

Gathering Prayer  Distribute slips of paper and pencils or 
pens. Ask the young people to write the name of someone they 
would like to pray for, fold the paper, and write their own names 
on the outside. Invite them to come forward one by one and place 
those papers in the center of the prayer space. The group says, 
“Loving God, hear our prayer,” with each addition.  

Cover Activity l What Makes Us Great?	
(page 1) This cover activity poses the question of who is 
greatest—adults or young people? The responses should lead to 
a good class discussion. List responses on the board or on sheets 
of paper. Ask the class what each age group can do to help the 
other become greater. 

Story l The Shrinking Beast (pages 2–3)  Ask the 
young people to speculate from the title and illustrations what 
the story is about. Read the story aloud or assign groups of three 
or four to read it aloud together.

Discuss the Talk questions on page 3. Answers: 		
1. Chris is young and still developing his skills. However, his 
height makes him better than the other players. 2. Chris is 

excited about winning, but feels Spader is more deserving. 3. Open-
ended; it could be a bruised ego or the disappointment of not being 
able to recapture his best performances. 4. Open-ended.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Classify the religious leaders of Jesus’ time.
l  Identify the characteristics of a prayerful attitude.
l  Recognize the role of humility in faith and prayer.
l  Apply their understanding of the forms of prayer to the 

Sunday Gospel.

Gospel Ritual  Gather in the space you have reserved for 
proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life” 
(CD-1, #1).

Catholic Faith Word l parable (page 4)  Read this 
definition aloud to the class before reading the Gospel. Make sure 
that the young people understand that this Sunday’s Gospel is an 
example of a parable.

Sunday Gospel l The Pharisee and the Tax 
Collector (page 4)  Ask for four volunteers to take the parts 
of Narrator, Jesus, Pharisee, and Tax Collector and proclaim the 
Gospel. 

Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel on 
page 4. Answers: 1. He is Jewish and a male human 
being. He is better because he is not greedy, dishonest, or 

an adulterer; he fasts regularly and tithes according to the Law. 
2. Open-ended. 3. The Pharisee thinks God should appreciate him 
because he follows the Law. He could be described as self-righteous. 
4. The tax collector knows that he needs God’s forgiveness. 5. The 
Pharisee thanks God for being better than the tax collector. The tax 
collector’s prayer is humble and sincere. He doesn’t build himself 
up or put anyone else down; he opens himself to God and asks for 
mercy.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l Every 
Human Being Has Dignity (page 4)  Read 
this feature aloud in class as a summary of the Gospel 
concepts of humility and dignity. 

Discuss the Talk questions  related to the doctrine on 
page 4. Answers: 1. If the young people hesitate, direct 
them to review the themes of Catholic social teaching on 

page 51 in their What the Church Believes and Teaches handbooks. 
The tax collector seeks forgiveness for his behavior; based on his 
profession, we can assume that he may have cheated people. The 
related themes would certainly include the option for the poor and 
vulnerable, but accept all relevant responses. 2. Open-ended; it’s 
likely that there’s a bit of the tax collector and the Pharisee in each 
of us.  

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Distribute the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks.

Lesson Theme: Be humble in prayer. 
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October 26, 2025 • 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Name:

1. What does Father Greg Boyle say is the surest way to save the life of a young
person who lives in his violent community in East Los Angeles?

2. What does Homeboy Industries do for gang members?

3. In this Sunday’s Gospel, whom does Jesus say prefers the light? The dark?

4. How does John 3:16 summarize the entire Gospel?

5. What is your conscience? What forms a conscience?

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.
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October 11, 2020 27th 
Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/catechists-teachers to down-
load this week’s lesson review. 

Use Activity #10 from the Visions Activity Book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
Forms of Prayer (page 40) 

Read aloud the recommendation 
given at the top of this section and ask 

the young people to think of these prayer forms as types of 
conversations with God.

Review the descriptions of the kinds of prayer and ask:  
What kinds of prayer do the Pharisee and the tax collector each 
practice? The Pharisee offers a prayer of thanksgiving (though it’s 
not very sincere!); the tax collector offers a prayer of contrition. He 
expresses true sorrow for his sins. 
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Have the young people close their What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Visions, page 5.

Our Catholic Faith l Who Was the Ideal Jewish 
Person in Jesus’ Time? (page 5)  This feature introduces the 
Pharisees as an important group of religious teachers in Jesus’ time. Have 
volunteers read the feature aloud, taking turns at each paragraph. 
l  How Should We Pray? (page 5, bottom) Look at the photo. The 

young man is wearing a prayer shawl and phylacteries (boxes on 
his arm and forehead that contain Bible verses). Have a volunteer 
read the text. Give the group time to write the prayer as directed. 
Share the prayers together. Note that these prayers are examples 
of prayers of thanksgiving, petition, and intercession. 

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Examine, challenge popular and unpopular ideas.
l  Connect the life of Saint Teresa of Calcutta with the Gospel 

teaching about humility.
l  Practice Lectio Divina and prayers of praise. 

Living the Gospel l The Choice! Do We Challenge 
What “Everyone” Thinks? (pages 6–7)  Holding values 
consistently among friends and classmates is something young 
people will work on throughout their teenage and young-adult 
years. Read aloud the introduction and directions to this activity, 
which is designed to “test” whether young people hold to what they 
really think or bow to the pressure of wanting to fit in or be popular.

Read the instructions for Round 1. Then read the following 
statements, allowing the young people time to vote for each:

1.	 Winning is better than losing.
2.	 To be popular, you have to be outgoing.
3.	 Parents don’t have a clue about teenagers.
4.	 Partying is better than staying at home.
5.	 Young people must have cell phones.

Discuss the Round 1 questions together. Encourage honest, 
thoughtful responses. Follow the directions for Round 2. 
Encourage the young people to respect privacy by keeping their 
eyes closed until you signal. Discuss the questions in #3.

Saints l Mother Teresa of Calcutta (page 8) 
Read this feature aloud. Then discuss some of the many ways 
Saint Teresa shared God’s mercy and how her order continues that 
mission throughout the world. 

Closing Prayer l Prayer Brings Us Closer to 
God (page 7) Conclude your study of different types of 
prayer with these two exercises.
Pray With God’s Word: Lectio Divina Explain that it’s important 
for each of us to find ways to pray that fit us well. Read the first 
paragraph, which introduces the practice of sacred reading called 
Lectio Divina. Identify a common section of Scripture and follow 
the steps together. If time permits, allow the young people to 
select a verse that holds particular meaning for them, and direct 
them to follow the steps on their own.

To conclude, direct the young people to look at the three 
photographs on page 7. If time and weather permit, go on a walk 
outside. Have the class consider all of their senses—what do 
they see, taste, touch, hear, and smell? Return to the classroom, 
and have the young people record their thoughts in the five voice 
balloons. 
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Sunday Readings: Wisdom 3:1-9; Romans 5:5-11 or 1 Corinthians 15:51-57 
John 6:37-40

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
This Sunday’s Gospel comes from the Bread of Life discourse, in which Jesus speaks of eternal life. 
Jesus does not use limiting terms here. He does not promise eternal life to a select few, but to 
everyone who believes in him. “I will not reject anyone who comes to me,” Jesus says. Eternal life 
for all believers is more than a teaching; Jesus tells us it is his Father’s will that “everyone who sees 
the Son and believes in him may have eternal life.”  

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
The Feast of All Souls immerses us in remembering and praying for those who have gone before us 
into our common Christian future—union in love with God forever. We celebrate the Communion 
of Saints—all Christians of all time who belong to the family of God. Through Baptism’s open door 
we enter a family of those gathered by God, redeemed by Jesus, and animated by the Spirit.

“We believe in the communion of all the faithful of Christ, those who are pilgrims on earth, the 
dead who are being purified, and the blessed in heaven, all together forming one Church; and we 
believe that in this communion, the merciful love of God and his saints is always [attentive] to our 
prayers” (CCC 962). “All Christians in any state or walk of life are called to the fullness of Christian 
life and to the perfection of charity. All are called to holiness” (CCC 2013).

November 2, 2025 • All Souls’ Day

Materials 
l  Visions Student Lesson for 11/2
l  Catechism handbook, pages 14 and 53
l  Pens or pencils, slips of paper
l  Bible for each student
l  Music player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter 
Suggested Music
l  “Rejoice, Be Glad” (CD-2, #11)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1) 

Lesson Resources
l  Visions Activity Book, Activity #22
l  Lesson Assessment: gospelweeklies.com/

assessment
l  Video Links: gospelweeklies.com/weekly-

videos

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l Who Are the Saints? (page 1)
l  Story l Good Friends (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Talk question.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Makes a Promise (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 14 and 53.  

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)

Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)

l  Activity l Who Are Called to Be Saints? (pages 6–7)
l  Closing Prayer l Celebrate Día de los Muertos (page 8)

Take-Home  
l  Activity l Saints and Holy People (Visions Activity Book, #22)
l  Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 

and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 7 
together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “Rejoice, Be Glad” (CD-2, #11)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l Who Are the Saints? (page 1)
l  Story l Good Friends (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the story.
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40–50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Makes a Promise (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 14 and 53. 

l  Catholic Faith Word l Communion of Saints (page 4)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (25—30 minutes)  
l  Who Are Called to Be Saints? (pages 6–7)
l  Activity l Saints and Holy People (Visions Activity Book, #22)
l  Closing Prayer l Celebrate Día de los Muertos (page 8)
Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 7 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG1-28



Lesson Theme: We belong to Christ’s family; the Communion of Saints.

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “Rejoice, Be Glad” (CD-2, #11)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG1-30)
l  Cover Activity l Who Are the Saints? (page 1)
l  Story l Good Friends (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the story.
l  Closing Prayer l Dear God, thank you for loved ones, living and dead. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Dear God, thank you for loved ones, living and 

dead. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Makes a Promise (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving Jesus, thank you for your promise of eternal 

life. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving Jesus, thank you for your promise of 

eternal life. Amen.(Repeat.)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 14 and 53.

l  Catholic Faith Word l Communion of Saints (page 4)
l  Our Catholic Faith l (page 5) 
l  Closing Prayer l Dear Jesus, help us to live as members of your Body. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Dear Jesus, help us to live as members of your 

Body. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l Who Are Called to Be Saints? (pages 6–7)
l  Closing Prayer l Dear Jesus, guide us to be saints. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Dear Jesus, guide us to be saints. Amen. 

(Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l Saints and Holy People (Visions Activity Book, Activity #22)
l  Closing Prayer l Celebrate Día de los Muertos (page 8)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Curriculum Connections  
l  ELA: Discuss how God is “the giver of life.” (CCC 291) Direct 

students to research monarch butterflies and create haiku 
poems based on their findings. Poems may be illustrated with 
photography and shared digitally to celebrate the gift of eternal 
life. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.4) (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.4)

l  Sci: Direct students to work with a partner to research and 
design a kite using their choice of materials. Test out the 
designs to see how well the kites rise up. Discuss ways to 
improve the designs and retest. (MS-ETS1-2)

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
One of the Spiritual Works 
of Mercy is comforting the 
sorrowful. Ask the parish staff 
to supply a list parishioners who 
have died in the past year. Create 
sympathy cards to send to their 
loved ones.

Extending the Lesson

l  November 2–8: National Vocation Awareness 
Week (USA)

l  November 3: Saint Martin de Porres – Saint 
Martin was raised in poverty in Peru. As a biracial 
person, he experienced racial prejudice but kept a 
heart of forgiveness and justice.

l  November 4: Saint Charles Borromeo – A 
noble, Charles played an important role in moving 
forward the Council of Trent. Later, he devoted 
his life to the Archdiocese of Milan. He gave up 

material things and cared for thousands of those 
living in poverty. Act: Donate to a food bank.

l  November 8: Saint Elizabeth of the Trinity – 
Elizabeth was born in France in 1880. She had 
a terrible temper as a child. She visited the sick, 
sang in the church choir, and taught religion to 
the children of factory workers. Elizabeth became 
a Carmelite nun at age twenty-one. Act: Pray the 
Glory Be in honor of the Blessed Trinity.

 

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  
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Share Experiences 
Objectives l The young people will:
l Recognize that they are called to be saints.
l Reflect on ways they value their friendships with others.

Gather the young people in the prayer space. Play and 
sing “Rejoice, Be Glad” (CD-2, #11) Lyrics are available to 
download and print at gospelweeklies.com/lyrics.

Gathering Prayer  Distribute slips of paper and pens or 
pencils to the young people. Explain that Sunday is All Souls’ Day. 
Invite them to write down the name of someone important to 
them who has died. When everyone has written a name, ask the 
young people to form a circle in your prayer space and hold up 
the name of their person throughout the prayer.  Leader: Loving 
God, you have blessed us with ancestors, mentors, and friends. 
Even though some have died, their memories and lessons live on 
in us. We ask you to help us carry on the good works, tell the funny 
stories, and share the best memories of these beloved and holy 
people who have gone before us. All: Amen.

Cover Activity l Who Are the Saints? (page 1) 
Distribute Visions and Bibles. Ask the group to respond to the 
question on the cover. Read the directions for the Bible study 
under the photo. Have the young people work in pairs to look up 
the passages and write why they might be saints. 
Genesis: We are created in God’s image; John: We are Jesus’ friends 
who try to love like he loves; 1 Corinthians: We are the Body of 
Christ; 1 Peter: We are a holy nation. Summarize by affirming that 
we are all saints who are in Christ. Our loving actions prove this. 

Story l Good Friends (pages 2–3) Explain that this is 
a true story about two teens who became friends their first year 
of high school. Then one got sick. Have the young people read the 
story quietly to each other in pairs.

Discuss the Talk questions on page 3. Answers: 
1. His friends and family spend quality time with him 
doing fun things together. 2. Darren surprised Jon with 

a limousine full of friends and went to an amusement park. They 
had fun together instead of sitting around worrying about Jon’s 
upcoming transplant. 3. Jon teaches Darren how to appreciate life, 
even the difficult things. Jon blesses himself with holy water, prays, 
holds a crucifix, and is a loving friend. 4. Open-ended. Encourage 
the young people to understand the importance of being loving 
and respectful to their friends and making use of the time they have 

together. 5. They love Jon and want to spend every possible minute 
with him, and they don’t want him to die alone.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Appreciate that Jesus promises eternal life.
l  Identify their participation in the Communion of Saints. 

Gospel Ritual  Gather in the space you have reserved for 
proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life” 	
(CD-1, #1).

Sunday Gospel l Jesus Makes a Promise 	
(page 4) Choose two-four  readers and proclaim the Gospel. 

Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel on 
page 4. Answers: 1. Jesus promises that we will all be 
with him forever, he will never turn away from us, and he 

will raise us to new life. 2. By living Jesus’ teachings, celebrating the 
Sacraments, especially the Eucharist. 3. Open-ended; the people 
whose names the class held up to start. 4. This Gospel promises 
life after death for all those who believe in Jesus. 5. Jesus is God’s 
Son, who keeps the promise to turn no one away or lose anyone. 6. 
God loves us. Jesus loves us. We are Jesus’ brothers, sisters, friends, 
followers.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l We 
Believe in the Resurrection (page 4)  Read 
aloud this feature to connect the Gospel reading to the 
Church’s teaching on the Communion of Saints. 

Discuss the Talk questions related to the doctrine 
on page 4. Answers: 1-2. Open-ended; encourage the 
students to share honestly. 

Our Catholic Faith l We Believe in the 
Communion of Saints (page 5)  Have the students 
examine the photo and take turns reading the feature aloud. Invite 
the young people to add names to the Litany on the bottom right, 
and pray this Litany of Saints together as a class. 

Catholic Faith Word l Communion of Saints 
(page 5) Read aloud this week’s definition to summarize the 
concepts in this lesson. 

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Distribute the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks.

Lesson Theme: We belong to Christ’s 
family; the Communion of Saints.

TG1-30



November 2, 2025 • All Souls’ Day

Name:

1. What does Father Greg Boyle say is the surest way to save the life of a young
person who lives in his violent community in East Los Angeles?

2. What does Homeboy Industries do for gang members?

3. In this Sunday’s Gospel, whom does Jesus say prefers the light? The dark?

4. How does John 3:16 summarize the entire Gospel?

5. What is your conscience? What forms a conscience?

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.
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October 11, 2020 27th 
Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lesson Wrap-Up

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Build understanding of the saints and canonization. 
l  Learn about and celebrate Día de los Muertos.

Living the Gospel l Who Are Called to Be 
Saints? (pages 6—7)  The best preparation for teaching 
this activity is to work through it yourself. It asks the young people 
to recommend someone for an “official” proclamation as a saint. 
Have your candidate ready to share. Have volunteers read aloud 
the introduction and brief biographies of three saints and one 
venerable. Create five small groups and assign each to read one of 

Visit gospelweeklies.com/catechists-teachers to down-
load this week’s lesson review. 

Use Activity #22 from the Visions Activity Book as a 
take-home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Have the young people close their What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Visions, pages 6-7.

With My Family 
and Friends

Remind the young people to share their Gospel Weeklies with 
their families, do the With My Family and Friends activities 
and prayer, and read the Eucharistic Quote together.

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
Resurrection and New Life 
(page 14)
The Apostles' Creed (page 53)   

Invite the young people to share their ideas of heaven, hell, 
and purgatory before discussing the section on Resurrection 
and New Life on page 14.

Read aloud this section explaining the separation of body 
and soul in death, the purification process of purgatory, and the 
rejoining of body and soul in resurrection. Ask: What happens 
to us, body and soul, after we die? Death separates the soul 
from the body; at the resurrection, the soul will be reunited 
with the body. What happens to those who die but are not 
quite ready to join God in Heaven? They will need to undergo a 
time of purification or Purgatory. Ask: How does this teaching 
call you to live today? What can you do for your brothers and 
sisters, the living and the dead, today?

Stress that prayer is a bond that connects the living and 
the dead in the Communion of Saints. 

Turn to page 53 and pray the Apostles Creed together. 
It reiterates the Marks of the Church and the Communion 
of Saints, which the group has studied. Ask for volunteers 
to identify the lines in which the Creed addresses Jesus’ 
Resurrection and our own.   

            ddss
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the steps to canonization. Have each group report to the class. 
Encourage brainstorming about saint candidates. Or, agree as a 
class on a candidate to present and go through the canonization 
process for him or her. Finish by praying the Church’s great 
prayer of thanksgiving, the Te Deum. This hymn traditionally 
closes every canonization ceremony 

Closing Prayer l Celebrate Día de los 
Muertos (page 8) Invite students to share any special 
family traditions for Día de los Muertos. Choose a strong reader 
to read the introduction in the first column. Then give the young 
people time to prepare for and celebrate the prayer service. 
Display your class ofrendas during November.
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Sunday Readings: Ezekiel 47:1–2, 8–9, 12; 1 Corinthians 3:9c–11, 16–17; 
John 2:13–22 

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
In Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus’ followers witness the zeal and respect Jesus has for the Temple—God’s 
dwelling place on earth. They also hear Jesus declare that he himself is the new Temple. We who 
are the Church are a community of believers. We are part of the Body of Christ, also God’s Temple.
	 This Sunday the Church celebrates a feast in honor of one of Christianity’s oldest churches—
St. John Lateran, the cathedral church of the Bishop of Rome. As a building of stones and mortar, 
St. John Lateran spans centuries. Sunday’ s Gospel emphasizes the relationship with God that a 
temple or church building expresses. In the cleansing of the Temple, the writer of John’s Gospel 
sees Jesus acting out Psalm 69:9—zeal for his Father’s house consumes Jesus. His wholehearted 
commitment is to God.

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
“The Holy Spirit makes the Church ’the temple of the living God’” (CCC 797). The word ’Church’ 
means a convocation or assembly (CCC 751). “In Christian usage, the word ’church’ designates the 
liturgical assembly, but also the local community or the whole universal community of believers. 
These three meetings are inseparable. ’The Church’ is the People that God gathers in the whole 
world…” The Church “draws her life from the word and the Body of Christ and so…becomes 
Christ’s body” (CCC 752).

November 9, 2025 • Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

Materials 
l  Visions Student Lesson for 11/9
l  Catechism handbook, pages 25-26
l  Pens or pencils
l  Small slips of paper numbered 1-20
l  Music player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible for each student
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter 
Suggested Music
l  “Yes, Lord, I Believe” (CD-2, #14)
l  “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Visions Activity Book, Activity #21
l  Lesson Assessment: gospelweeklies.

com/assessment
l  Video Links: gospelweeklies.com/

weekly-videos

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l Play Bible “Jeopardy” (page 1)
l  Article l Faith on the Field (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Talk question. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Cleanses the Temple (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine.
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5) 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 25-26. 

Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)

l  Activity l Sacraments of Service (pages 6-7)
l  Puzzle l We Are the Church (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer

Take-Home  
l  Activity l The Sacrament of Matrimony (Visions Activity Book, #21)
l  Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 

and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 5 
together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “Yes, Lord, I Believe” (CD-2, #14)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l Play Bible “Jeopardy” (page 1)
l  Article l Faith on the Field (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the article. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40–50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Cleanses the Temple (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 25-26. 

l  Catholic Faith Word l cathedral (page 5)
Live the Gospel (25—30 minutes)  
l  Activity l Sacraments of Service (pages 6-7)
l  Puzzle l We Are the Church (page 8)
l  Activity l The Sacrament of Matrimony (Visions Activity Book, 

Activity #21)
l  Closing Prayer
Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 5 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG1-32



Lesson Theme: We are God's temple.

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “Yes, Lord, I Believe” (CD-2, #14)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG1-34)
l  Cover Activity l Play Bible "Jeopardy" (page 1)
l  Article l Faith on the Field (pages 2–3)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, make your home here among us. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, make your home here among us. 

Amen. (Repeat.)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life” (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Cleanses the Temple (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine. 
l  Closing Prayer l Jesus, show us the way to live as your followers.  

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Jesus, show us the way to live as your followers.  

Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Catholic Faith Word l cathedral (page 5)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5) 
l  Closing Prayer l God our Father, help us to show you our love. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l God our Father, help us to show you our love. 

Amen. (Repeat.)
Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 25-26. 

l  Activity l Sacraments of Service (pages 6-7)
l  Puzzle l We Are the Church (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, guide us to lives of service to others. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, guide us to lives of service to 

others. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l The Sacrament of Matrimony (Activity #21)
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG1-35)
Friday Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 
and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 7 together.

Curriculum Connections  
l  SS/Tech: Have students work with partners to research one of the four 

major basilicas in Rome (St. Peter's, St. John Lateran, St. Mary Major, or 
St. Paul Outside the Walls) to create a digital presentation that includes 
interesting facts and reasons to visit the basilica. (ISTE 2016.6)

l  ELA: Brainstorm ideas on why it is good to invite people to Mass. 
Direct students to work in small groups to write and present a 
commercial to invite people to their local parish church. Students 
may include a list of the top ten reasons to go to church.	  
(CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.4) (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.4)

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Sometimes it is hard to know how 
to help someone who is going 
through a difficult time, such as 
losing a loved one. As a group, 
pray a decade of the Rosary for 
people who have lost loved ones. 
Ask the Holy Spirit to strengthen 
them and fill them with the love 
of God.

Extending the Lesson

l  November 10: Saint Leo the Great – A Doctor 
of the Church isn’t one you see when you’re sick. 
They help write the official teachings of the Church. 
Saint Leo the Great is one.

l  November 11: Saint Martin of Tours – Martin 
didn’t want to become a bishop, but the people 
of Tours, France, convinced him to become their 
bishop. Ask: When have you been reluctant to do 
something good that you were asked to do?

l  November 13: Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini (USA) 

– Mother Cabrini wanted to be a missionary in 
China, but instead spent her life caring for the poor, 
orphans, and immigrants in the United States.

l  November 15: Saint Albert the Great – A Doctor 
of the Church, Albert lived in the thirteenth 
century. He taught the great Catholic theologian 
Saint Thomas Aquinas and wrote about many 
subjects: science, math, astronomy, ethics, 
economics, politics, and spirituality. Ask: How can 
your education help you grow in love for God?

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  
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Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Share Experiences 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Identify the Temple and its meanings in Scripture.
l  Discover how one teen lives his faith.

Gather the young people in your prayer space. Play and 
sing “Yes, Lord, I Believe” (CD-2, #14). Lyrics are available 
to download and print at gospelweeklies.com/lyrics.

Gathering Prayer Explain that in Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus is 
aware of his Father’s presence in the Temple. It is not surprising, 
then, that Jesus has such a strong reaction to the selling and 
money changing activities going on there. In the Visions story, a 
student responds to the presence of God in his life. Ask: How do 
you respond to God’s presence in your own life? Leader: Loving 
God, help us to be aware of your presence in our lives. Guide us 
to live as your people, in loving service to you and to others. All 
respond: Amen. 
Cover Activity l Play Bible “Jeopardy” (page 1)  
Prepare small slips of paper with enough room for students to 
write a short question. Number the papers 1-20. Have Bibles 
available. Create four small groups of approximately equal 
numbers. Distribute Visions and draw attention to the cover. 
Take a moment to explain how the game Jeopardy is played; a 
contestant receives an answer as a clue and must respond with 
the appropriate question.
	 Point out that each square on the Jeopardy board has a 
number (1-20). Pass around a container with the paper slips 
for students to choose. Explain that students can use the drawn 
number to match to a “clue.” Have them work alone with their 
Bibles to find the question which their clue answers. Direct them 
to write their “question” on the paper, but not to show anyone. 
Have the small groups read aloud their members’ questions to 
the class. Award each correct question (What is the Temple?) 
20 points. Declare the group or groups with the highest point 
total the Jeopardy winner. Afterward, invite the young people to 
speculate why the same question has so many answers.

Article l Faith on the Field (pages 2–3)  Have 
students take turns reading the article aloud to the class.

Discuss the Talk questions on page 3. Answers: 1. 
James meets God in his daily life: at sports practice, games, 
praying with teammates and other students. He also 

meets God more formally at Mass and on retreats. 2. James says 
his faith helps him to see that whether his team wins or loses, God 

has a plan for him. Ask: How is this kind of attitude helpful? 3.-4. 
Open-ended.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Identify Jesus’ wholehearted commitment to his Father in 

his actions in the Temple.
l  Explore the Solemnity of the Dedication of the Lateran 

Basilica.
l  Assess various types of church buildings and their 

importance in the life of the Church. 
Gospel Ritual  Gather in the space you have reserved for 
proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life” 
(CD-1, #1). 

Sunday Gospel l Jesus Cleanses the Temple 	
(page 4)  Choose up to six readers to read aloud the various 
speaking parts. Have them proclaim the Gospel.

Discuss the Talk questions  related to the Gospel on 
page 4. Answers: 1. They are not showing proper respect 
and reverence for God’s house. The Temple is the house 

of God. 2. Jesus is speaking about himself. 3. We treat others with 
respect because God dwells within them. We honor God when we 
honor one another. We are Jesus’ hands, feet, hearts, and minds in 
our world, loving others as he did.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l The 
Church Is the People of God (page 4)  Read 
aloud this feature to build on the definition of Church in 
the October 12 lesson and to introduce the features on 
pages 5, 6, and 7.   

Discuss the Talk questions related to the doctrine on 
page 4. Answers: 1-2. Open-ended. Remind students 
about the people whose names they provided for the 
opening prayer in the November 2 lesson. 

Catholic Faith Word l cathedral (page 4) Read 
this week’s definition to build understanding of an important type 
of church.

Our Catholic Faith l Celebrate a Church 
Birthday (page 5) Introduce this feature by having the 
young people look at the photo. Have them take turns reading the 
first two columns. Read aloud the yellow box, inviting students 

Lesson Theme: We are God's temple.
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Name:

1. What does Father Greg Boyle say is the surest way to save the life of a young
person who lives in his violent community in East Los Angeles?

2. What does Homeboy Industries do for gang members?

3. In this Sunday’s Gospel, whom does Jesus say prefers the light? The dark?

4. How does John 3:16 summarize the entire Gospel?

5. What is your conscience? What forms a conscience?

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.
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October 11, 2020 27th 
Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/catechists-teachers to download 
this week’s lesson review. 

Use Activity #21 from the Visions Activity Book book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.

NOTE: You have reached the end of Unit 1. Find the Unit 1 
Assessment online at gospelweeklies.com/catechists-teachers.

to underline the three types of churches. Finally, use the 
QR code to explore the website, which is “designed as a 
’table’ where you can meet with the saints and artists who 
represent the ’home table’ of the papal basilicas in Rome.”

Distribute the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks.

Have the young people close their What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Visions, page 6.

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
Sacraments at the Service of 
Communion (pages 25-26) 
  

Review the Sacraments at the Service of Communion and 
Holy Orders on page 25. Ask your group to listen for the action 
words that describe what those in Holy Orders do: serve, 
teaching, leading in worship, guiding. 

Turn to page 26 and have the young people read silently 
about the Sacrament of Matrimony. Then ask them to read the 
page a second time and pick out words that add to what they 
have learned about what marriage is: covenant, founded by 
God, grace to love each other, spouses confer the sacrament, 
consent, give themselves to each other, consent, community of 
grace and prayer.

            ddss

for Children

                CATECHISM HANDBOOK  

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
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Have volunteers share their responses with the class. 
You may wish to invite your parish priest, pastor or deacon 
to participate in the discussion if available.  To conclude the 
activity, ask: Why are these two sacraments called sacraments 
of service?

Puzzle l We Are the Church (page 8) This week 
marks the last lesson in this first unit for the 2025-26 school 
year. Have the students complete the word search in class or as 
homework. The answers are on the bottom of page 8. 

Closing Prayer Gather in a prayer circle. Ask the young 
people to reflect on their own vocations you pray the Our Father 
together.

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Explore the Sacraments at the Service of Communion
l  Review the meaning of the Church as the People of God

Living the Gospel l Sacraments of Service 
(pages 6-7) Divide the young people into threes or 
fours. Have them read the feature together in groups, paying 
attention to the photos and captions. Invite them to talk 
together about each of the questions. Remind the young 
people to listen with compassion and understanding, as some 
students may be dealing with a divorce in their families. Then 
give the group time to fill in their personal answers silently.
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All Saints’ Day

Use the letters of the word BEATITUDES in an acrostic about the saints. 
Use the consonants to name saints you admire. Use the vowels to 
describe a specific saint or saints in general. One has been done for you.

We Celebrate the Saints 
In the Gospel at Mass on All Saints’ Day, we hear Jesus’ teachings known as the 
Beatitudes. In the Beatitudes, Jesus tells us that true happiness comes from 
loving God and others, treating others with respect, and being humble and 
grateful to God. Through their example, the saints help us live out the Beatitudes. 
On All Saints’ Day, we honor the saints and thank God for their example. All 
Saints’ Day is a Holy Day of Obligation. We keep this day holy by attending Mass. 

 ACTIVITY 

Let Us Pray 
Lord Jesus, in the Beatitudes, you teach us to be humble, to care for others, 
and to trust in God our Father. Help us each day as we strive to live out the 
Beatitudes. Let the example of the saints be a light that guides us. Amen.

All 
Saints’ 

Day
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