


For Catechists and Teachers

Jesus the Messiah Comes for All! 
The Sundays of the Advent-Christmas season center on the 
Incarnation and Nativity of Jesus. In the stories of his birth, Jesus is 
the Christ, the Messiah, the long-awaited, Spirit-filled leader the 
prophets of Israel counted on their faithful God to send to them.

Each year, this season asks us to reflect on our human 
experience and who we are becoming in Christ. The Catechism of 
the Catholic Church describes four blessings of the Incarnation—
for God coming as one of us. The Word becomes flesh: first, “in 
order to save us by reconciling us with God;“ second, “so that we 
might know God’s love;“ third, “to be our model of holiness;“ and, 
finally, “to make us partakers of the divine nature“ (CCC, 457-460).

“The Incarnation is... the wonderful union of the divine and 
human natures in the one person of the Word“ (CCC, 483). The 
Advent-Christmas season invites us to appreciate God’s love for us. 
By sending Jesus, God shows us all we may become through the 
simple act of loving one another.

Unit 2: Gospel Overview 
In the Gospel Reading for the Solemnity of Christ the King, Jesus 
restores the good thief to a right relationship with God; Jesus 
forgives this penitent thief from the Cross, and promises that he 
will join Jesus to live forever in Heaven. In Luke’s Gospel, we see 
Jesus as the Spirit-filled prophet who brings love and forgiveness. 
The Gospel shows Jesus in the final act of his ministry—an act of 
forgiveness, his message in cameo.

With the Sundays of Advent, Visions begins the new Liturgical 
Year during which we will read primarily from Matthew’s Gospel. 
In the First Readings for Advent, the Church hears the voice of the 
prophet Isaiah, who speaks about visions of peace, justice, and 
hope for the human family.

When John’s disciples ask Jesus if he is the one who is to come, 
Jesus answers in kingdom images—the blind now see, the lame 
walk, lepers are cured, and the poor have the Good News preached 
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*Numbers reference activities in the Visions Activity Book 
†Refers to page numbers in the students’ What the Church Believes and Teaches handbooks. 

Date/Sunday Sunday Gospel
Catholic 

Faith Word
Doctrinal 
Concept*

Catechism 
Handbook Themes† 

A three-year Scope and Sequence chart, which includes the four pillars of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, may be found at gospelweeklies.com/visions. 

Nicene Creed, pg. 6; The Apostles’ 
Creed, pg. 53 

Sacrament of Reconciliation, pg. 24; 
Works of Mercy, pg. 51 

Calendar of Worship, pg. 20  

God’s revelation to people, pg. 7; 
Mary’s Immaculate Conception, pg. 11  

The Seven Sacraments, pgs. 22–26; 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit, pg. 49  

The Incarnation, pg. 10  

Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching, 
pg. 51  

Holy Trinity, pgs. 8 and 53;
Sacrament of Baptism, pg. 22   

November 16, 2025 
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

November 23, 2025 
Solemnity of Christ the King

November 30, 2025 
1st Sunday of Advent

December 7, 2025 
2nd Sunday of Advent

December 14, 2025 
3rd Sunday of Advent

December 21, 2025 
4th Sunday of Advent

December 25, 2025 l Christmas
January 4, 2026 l Epiphany 

January 11, 2026 
Baptism of the Lord

Luke 21:5–19  		
Jesus Gives Us Hope 

Luke 23:35–43  		
Jesus Forgives from the Cross

Matthew 24:37–44 
Jesus Tells Us to Be Ready

Matthew 3:1–12  		
John the Baptist

Matthew 11:2–11 
Jesus Is the Messiah

Matthew 1:18–24 		
An Angel Speaks to Joseph 

Luke 2:1–14 & Matthew 
2:1–12 Jesus Is Born for All 
People

Matthew  3:3–17
 Jesus Is Baptized

Second Coming 

salvation

Liturgical Year 

prophet

hope 

Incarnation

Theotokos 

Sacrament of 
Baptism

God the Father, #5

Works of Mercy, #27

The Liturgical Year, 
#31

Divine Revelation and 
Sacred Scripture, #1

Sacrament of 
Confirmation, #16

God the Son, #6

Mary, #11

Sacrament of 
Baptism, #15
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Bayard supports Pope Francis’s call to care for our common home. Please recycle this teaching guide properly. Thank you.

to them. These are the signs the Messiah is beginning his reign. 
Visions explores the signs of the sacraments that continue Jesus’ 
actions among us.

In the Gospel Reading for the First Sunday of Advent, 
Matthew also reminds believers to live their lives always ready 
for Jesus’ Second Coming. This may be a bit confusing to the 
young people as we prepare to celebrate Jesus’ first arrival at 
Christmas. On the Fourth Sunday of Advent, the angel appears 
to Joseph to announce the birth of Jesus, and Joseph accepts 
Jesus as his son.

In the Christmas Gospel, we see that Jesus appears to 
lowly shepherds. In the Epiphany Gospel, Mary and Joseph 
welcome Gentile (non-Jewish) visitors from the East who come 
to worship their newborn child. The message is clear in these 
Gospels—Jesus comes for all!

Editors’ Note: This unit may be interrupted by Christmas 
break. We encourage you to plan ahead for the entire Advent-
Christmas season based on your program’s schedule.

Plan ahead: The First Sunday of Advent is November 30. 
Visions lessons for this season include gathering around an 
Advent wreath for the opening and closing prayers. Prepare a 
wreath before class or bring materials to make one with the 
students. You will need evergreen branches, a wreath form, 
floral wire/twine, and four candles (three purple/violet and 
one pink/rose). Or you may use the paper handprint wreath 
that is included in the 11/30 Visions lesson.

UNIT 2 OVERVIEW: We Prepare for 
Jesus’ Coming

To promote belief in the Real Presence, each 
Gospel Weeklies lesson includes a Eucharist 
quote. Read aloud the quote in class. Share 
the quote and accompanying reflection with 
your families. The reflections are formatted to 
share in school and parish publications and on 
social media accounts. Reflections and quotes, 
as well as related videos, articles, and student 
activities are available at gospelweeklies.com/
eucharist. All materials are available in Spanish 
and English.

Lo
rd

 Je
su

s, y

ou are truly present. Am
en!

Go to GospelWeeklies.com
l GROW Blog – Gospel reflections, activities, 

Saints and Feasts, and Video Links that 
relate to Sunday’s Gospel. Lesson Updates 
provide corrections or helpful additions to printed materials.

l Seasonal Activities and Catholic Resources – Printable 
activities can be used in a classroom or at home.

l Lesson Assessments – Printable pretests, lesson review 
templates, and lesson, unit, and year-end assessments.

l User’s Guide – Learn about Teaching Guide features and the 
structure and flow of the Gospel Weeklies lesson plans.

l Teaching Companion to the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches Catechism handbooks

l Family Catechesis Resources:
The Gospel at Home is a weekly guide for parents with a Gospel 
summary, discussion starters, and activities in English and 
Spanish.
The Gospel for All Ages includes plans for large-group 
gatherings all based on the Gospel Weeklies lessons. 

l Scope and Sequence Chart : gospelweeklies.com/visions
l Parent Teaching Pages: Weekly lesson plans for teaching at 

home

GROW
PFLAUM Gospel Resources of the Week

blog

Online Resources: Quick Links 
l	 Lesson Assessments: gospelweeklies.com/assessment
l	 Seasonal Resources: gospelweeklies.com/seasonal
l	 Parent Teaching Pages: gospelweeklies.com/visions
l	 Video Links: gospelweeklies.com/weekly-videos
l	 Find resources at catholictv.org/masses/catholictv-mass to 

support or enhance your lessons.

Music Collection 
The Venture/Visions music collection contains 
songs by John Burland that correlate to the Church 
Year. The songs are easy to learn through listening and singing 
along. Complete albums or individual songs are available for 
download at giamusic.com/PGW. There are also several free 
replacement downloads available at gospelweeklies.com/
lesson-updates. Note: Scroll down to MUSIC.

Jubilee 2025 Pilgrims of Hope 
Pflaum provides background sheets to help catechists 
and teachers share the purpose of the Jubilee with 
their students and families. Find these and other 
Jubilee resources at gospelweeklies.com/jubilee.

Go to gospelweeklies.com/papacy 
or scan this QR code for updates 
related to Pope Leo XIV:
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Sunday Readings: Malachi 3:19–20a; 2 Thessalonians 3:7–12; 
Luke 21:5–19

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus foretells the destruction of the Temple. But Jesus is not speaking 
of a physical structure. Rather, Jesus is foretelling the coming of the Son of Man—that is, the 
end of the world and his Second Coming. Jesus tells of persecution and tribulation that precedes 
the Second Coming. Though the Second Coming is in the future, at the time of the writing of this 
Gospel, some of the events Jesus foretold had already taken place: the Temple was destroyed by 
the Romans in a.d. 70., and Jesus’ disciples faced continued persecution.
	 This Scripture offers hope and reassurance. Though Luke anticipates a long delay before 
Jesus’ Second Coming, he makes clear that suffering and persecution are not the end; rather, 
they anticipate Jesus’ return in glory.

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
“Jesus Christ is Lord: he possesses all power in heaven and on earth. … Christ is Lord of the 
cosmos and of history“ (CCC, 668). Christ reigns through the Church, his Body (CCC, 669). We have 
no reason to fear. “Before his Ascension Christ affirmed that the hour had not yet come for the 
glorious establishment of the messianic kingdom awaited by Israel. … According to the Lord, 
the present time is the time of the Spirit and of witness, but also a time still marked by ’distress’ 
and the trial of evil. … It is a time of waiting and watching“ (CCC, 672).

November 16, 2025 • 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Materials 
l  Visions Student Lesson for 11/16
l  Catechism handbook, pages 6 and 53
l  Pens or pencils 
l  Music player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter  
Suggested Music
l  “We Will Walk With God“ (CD-2, #8)
l  “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Visions Activity Book, Activity #5
l  Lesson Assessment: gospelweeklies.com/

assessment
l  Video Links: gospelweeklies.com/weekly-

videos

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l What are your hopes for the world? (page 1)
l  Comic l Stand Up or Keep Quiet? (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss Talk question #4 on page 4 (Gospel section, top right).

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Gives Hope for the Future (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 6 and 53. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)
l  Activity l How Can I Resolve Conflict Peacefully? (pages 6–7)
l  Closing Prayer
Take-Home  
l  Catholic Leaders l Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow (page 8)
l  Activity l God the Father (Visions Activity Book, Activity #5)
l  Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 

and do the With My Family and Friends activities and prayer on 
page 8 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions for how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “We Will Walk With God“ (CD-2, #8)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l What are your hopes for the world? (page 1)
l  Comic l Stand Up or Keep Quiet? (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss Talk questions #4 and 5 on page 4 (top). 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40–50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Gives Hope for the Future (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Catholic Faith Word l Second Coming (page 5)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 6 and 53. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5) 
Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  Activity l How Can I Resolve Conflict Peacefully? (pages 6–7)
l  Catholic Leaders l Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow (page 8)
l  Activity l God the Father (Visions Activity Book, Activity #5)
l  Closing Prayer
Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis,  OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG2-4



Lesson Theme: God helps us to endure.

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “We Will Walk With God“ (CD-2, #8)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-6)
l  Cover Activity l What are your hopes for the world? (page 1)
l  Comic l Stand Up or Keep Quiet? (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss Talk questions 4 and 5 on page 4 (top).
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for creating us. Amen. 

(Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for creating us. Amen. 

(Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Gives Hope for the Future (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to trust you always. Amen. 

(Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to trust you always. Amen. 

(Repeat.)
l  Catholic Faith Word l Second Coming (page 5)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 6 and 53. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to be your disciples. Amen. 

(Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to be your disciples. 

Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l How Can I Resolve Conflict Peacefully? (pages 6–7)
l  Catholic Leaders l Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow (page 8)
l  Closing Prayer l Jesus, we trust in you. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Jesus, we trust in you. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l God the Father (Visions Activity Book, Activity #5)
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG2-7)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 
and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Curriculum Connections  
l  Math: Have the students develop ratios for the amount of time 

they are in various classes in a given week. Ask them to compare 
that information to a different method of scheduling (e.g., block 
scheduling) and invite them to analyze which method they believe 
would lead to better learning. (CCSS.Math.Content.7.RP.A.1)

l  Sci: Arrange the class into pairs or groups of three and have 
each group select a natural hazard. Then have the students 
research data about the natural hazard, such as how frequently 
it occurs and the devastation it brings. Finally, ask the students 
to consider what innovations could mitigate the damage caused 
by the hazard. Students should present their findings to the class. 
(MS-ESS3-2)

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Part of being Catholic is sharing our 
faith with others and giving testimony 
to our belief in and experiences of God. 
Pose the following questions: Why do 
you believe in God? What experiences 
of God have you had that you could 
share with others? Invite each student 
to write a testimony, or witness, of their 
relationship with God.

Extending the Lesson

l  November 16: Sixth World Day of the Poor
l  November 17: Saint Elizabeth of Hungary – 
	 Elizabeth took bread to the hungry every day. 

She opened a hospital to care for the poor. She 
died young but accomplished much good in 
her short life.

l  November 18: Saint Rose Philippine 
Duchesne – From a young age, Rose desired to 
travel from her home in France to the Americas 
as a Christian missionary. A member of the 

Society of the Sacred Heart, Saint Rose was sent 
to the United States in 1818. She founded many 
schools and ministered to Native Americans.

l  November 21: Presentation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary – Mary’s parents presented their 
daughter in the Temple to fulfill a promise to 
God. Mary’s mother, Anne, had prayed for a child 
and promised she would dedicate her child to 
God’s service.

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-5



Share Experiences 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Identify points of hope despite difficulty or tragedy. 
l  Examine the effects of bullying and identify ways to 

intervene and end it.

Play and sing “We Will Walk With God“ (CD-2, #8). 

Gathering Prayer  Gather the young people in your prayer 
space. Ask them to breathe deeply, clear their minds, and focus 
on hearing the words of this prayer. Leader: God of promise, we 
rely on your strength and infinite mercy. Forgive our shortcomings. 
With the gift of your grace, help us live lives of hope. All respond: 
Amen.

Cover Activity l What are your hopes for the 
world? (page 1)  Ask the young people to look closely at 
the photos and reflect on how they might see hope in them. Then 
invite volunteers to read aloud each of the three sections about 
hope. (Direct the students to refer to their Catechism handbooks 
for information on the Beatitudes, page 49, and the Works of 
Mercy, page 51.) Ask the students to think about their own hopes, 
and then respond to the two questions. Take time to discuss these 
responses as a class.

Comic l Stand Up or Keep Quiet? (pages 2–3)   
Introduce the comic by asking the young people to define 
bullying. Bullying is unwanted, aggressive behavior that involves a 
real or perceived power imbalance. The behavior is repeated, or has 
the potential to be repeated, over time (stopbullying.gov). Discuss 
where young people experience bullying. Who is bullied? Who 
does the bullying? How does bullying make them feel, whether 
they are victims or bystanders?
	 Read the comic together. Review the five things Nick can 
do to help the bullied girl: Tell the bully to stop. Refuse to join the 
bullying. Report the bullying. Write a note. Support the victim. Ask 
whether this advice still works when bullying happens on social 
media or via chat groups or texting. 

Discuss Talk questions 4–5 on page 4 in the Gospel 
Reading section. Answers: 4. Open-ended; discuss the 
positives and negatives of each strategy. 5.Open-ended. 

Ask whether the young people feel safe reporting bullying at their 
school. Why might Nick hesitate to report what he has witnessed?

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Place the Gospel in its historical setting.
l  Examine the belief that Jesus will come again in glory.
l  Compare statements of belief in Nicene, Apostles’ creeds.
l  Identify the importance of the Temple to the Jewish 

people. 

Gospel Ritual  Gather in the space you have reserved for 
proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life“ 
(CD-1, #1).

Sunday Gospel l Jesus Gives Hope for the 
Future (page 4)  Ask for four volunteers to take parts, and 
have them proclaim the Gospel. This Sunday’s Gospel is an ancient 
form of writing called apocalyptic, which dramatizes how good 
will triumph over evil. Christians can rely on Jesus’ teaching 
and stand firm in the face of wars, disasters, famines, and 
persecutions that will inevitably happen. These verses express the 
fears and hopes of the early Christians for whom Luke wrote.

Discuss the Talk questions 1–3 on page 4. Answers: 
1. They can expect false prophets, wars and revolutions, 
earthquakes, famines, plagues. Believers will be persecuted 

for their beliefs. 2. Jesus promises to be with them in hard times and 
give them comfort. He will also give them wisdom and words with 
which they can defend their faith. 3. Open-ended; discussion may 
include news of the day or things they experience at school.

Catholic Faith Word l Second Coming (page 5)  
In Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus promises to be with us until the Second 
Coming, the fulfillment of time. Read the definition aloud and 
invite questions.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l Jesus 
Is Always with Us (page 4)  Read aloud this 
summary of the Gospel concept—we can put our trust 
and hope in Jesus despite all difficulties and tragedies.  

Discuss the two Talk questions on page 4. Answers: 	
1. Open-ended; encourage the young people to share how 
their faith helps them in tough times. 2. Regular prayer 

helps us build a relationship with God; we can more readily hear 
God’s will for us when we pray often. Reading examples of God’s 
faithfulness to our ancestors can give us comfort. 3. Being true to 
one’s Christian beliefs ensures our salvation.

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Lesson Theme: God helps us to endure.
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Name:

1. What does Father Greg Boyle say is the surest way to save the life of a young
person who lives in his violent community in East Los Angeles?

2. What does Homeboy Industries do for gang members?

3. In this Sunday’s Gospel, whom does Jesus say prefers the light? The dark?

4. How does John 3:16 summarize the entire Gospel?

5. What is your conscience? What forms a conscience?

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

© 2019 Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc. (800-543-4383) gospelweeklies.com 
Permission is granted to reproduce this page for use by parishes, schools, and families using Pflaum Gospel Weeklies.

October 11, 2020 27th 
Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lesson Wrap-Up

Our Catholic Faith l The Temple: Center of 
Jewish Worship (page 5)  Read aloud this feature 
together as a class. Have the young people examine the floor plan 
and relate it to the Temple photo. Remember that the young people 
in your Visions class were not yet born on September 11, 2001. 
Assign the task in bold blue type as homework. Give the young 
people time to share what they learn during next week’s class.

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Brainstorm and apply ways of settling conflicts.

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 

Use Activity #5 from the Visions Activity Book as a take-home 
activity or lesson wrap-up.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks.

Have the young people close their What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Visions, page 5.

l  Examine the work of Mary’s Meals and identify ways they 
can help alleviate hunger in their midst.  

l  Pray the Apostle’s Creed as a sign of hope in hard times. 

Living the Gospel l How Can I Resolve Conflict 
Peacefully? (page 6–7)  Read aloud “The Cruel Falling 
Choir Caper“ together as a class. This is a retelling of an actual 
event that happened in a middle school. Arrange the students into 
small groups, and instruct them to follow the Steps for Settling a 
Conflict. Ask whether they are surprised at the different points of 
view of the same situation. 
	 Encourage your students to save this Visions lesson, and 
apply this process the next time a family conflict arises or a 
misunderstanding occurs between friends. 

Catholic Leaders l Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow 
(page 8)  Read aloud this feature about the founder of Mary’s 
Meals. Point out the cost of feeding a child for a year. Advent 
begins in two weeks. Ask the young people whether they might 
like to raise money for Mary’s Meals as a class project—either 
by forgoing some favorite treats and donating the proceeds or by 
gathering contributions. Or perhaps they have seen another issue 
in the news (like Magnus and Fergus did), and they would like to 
do something to help.

Closing Prayer  Stating our beliefs bonds Catholics as a 
community of believers and offers hope in hard times. Turn to 
page 53 in the What the Church Believes and Teaches handbook, 
and pray the Apostles’ Creed to conclude your time together. 

Name ________________________________________
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God the Father

5
Activity 

Imagining God the Father

How do you imagine God? Circle all the words that describe your idea of 
God. On the lines below, write at least four other words to describe God.

We believe that God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—Three Divine Persons in One 
God. We call this the Trinity, and it is the central mystery of our faith and our life. 
No one can fully understand how the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit together make 
up one God, but we know from God’s Revelation that this is true.

saving

all-knowing

understanding

approachable

all-powerful

unchangeable

beautiful

everywhere

eternal

divine

creative

caring

forgiving

forever

faithful

fair
intelligent

human

great

good

perfect

merciful

loving

kind

just

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
The Nicene Creed (page 6)
The Apostles’ Creed (page 53)

Turn to page 6. Direct the young people find the line in the 
Nicene Creed that expresses our faith that Jesus will come again. 
Then turn to page 53, and identify the similar line in the 
Apostles’ Creed. Explain that we trust that all things are in God’s 
hands, including the beginning and end of time.
Arrange the students in pairs and ask them to compare 
the language in both creeds regarding the Holy Trinity and the 
Church. Have them underline these lines in both creeds. 
Working as a large group or in their assigned pairs, have 
the young people make a list of other Christian beliefs stated 
in both creeds. Ask why they are important to be included in a 
statement of Christian faith. 
Conclude by asking how the young people can become 
more familiar with these creeds. The obvious answer is regular 
Mass attendance, since we usually recite the Nicene Creed. 
But they can also include the creeds in their daily prayers. 
Remind the young people that creed comes from a Latin word 
that means “I believe.“ Encourage them to read each line 
individually as something they deeply believe in, stating: “I 
believe“ before each statement.

            ddss

for Children

                CATECHISM HANDBOOK  

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
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Sunday Readings: 2 Samuel 5:1–3; Colossians 1:12–20;
Luke 23:35–43 

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe puts Jesus before us as the one in whom 
the Liturgical Year culminates and in whom all history flows together. Pope Pius XI established this 
feast in 1926 to promote Christian leadership in shaping the world order after World War I. 

This Sunday’s Gospel, in which the crucified Jesus forgives the good thief, encapsulates Christ’s 
work of salvation: The penitent sinner receives salvation through Jesus’ crucifixion and Death. We 
learn from the penitent thief that Jesus is the ruler who will welcome us into his kingdom, no matter 
how broken we are or how we have failed him. All we have to do is trust in his mercy and seek his 
forgiveness.

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
The name Christ comes from the Greek translation of the Hebrew Messiah, which means “anointed.“ 
In Israel, those who were anointed in God’s name—kings, for example—were chosen by him 
for a special mission. Jesus Christ was the king anointed to fulfill God’s work of salvation, and he 
completed that mission perfectly (see CCC, 436). Jesus, the King and Lord of the universe, gave his 
life as a ransom for our sins. He exercised his kingship by drawing all people to himself through his 
Death and Resurrection (see CCC, 786).

November 23, 2025 • Solemnity of Christ the King

Materials 
l  Visions Student Lesson for 11/23
l  Catechism handbook, pages 24, 51, and 56
l  Pens or pencils; scissors; tape; markers, 

crayons,  or colored pencils
l  Music player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter 
Suggested Music
l  “Yes, Lord, I Believe“ (CD-2, #14)
l  “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Visions Activity Book, Activity #27
l  Lesson Assessment: gospelweeklies.com/

assessment
l  Video Links: gospelweeklies.com/weekly-

videos

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l Jesus Rules with Forgiveness and Love (page 1)
l  Story l Act As If (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Talk question.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Promises Paradise to a Remorseful 

Criminal (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 24 and 51. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)
l  Activity l Reconciliation Is Hard Work (pages 7–8)
l  Prayer-Activity l We Can Reconcile and Seek Peace (page 6)  

Take-Home  
l  Activity l Works of Mercy (Visions Activity Book, Activity #27)
l  Remind the young people to share their lesson with their 

families and do the With My Family and Friends activities on 
page 6 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions for how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)
l  Gathering Song l “Yes, Lord, I Believe“ (CD-2, #14)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l Jesus Rules with Forgiveness and Love (page 1)
l  Story l Act As If (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss first Talk question related to the story.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40–50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Promises Paradise to a Remorseful 

Criminal (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 24 and 51. 

l  Catholic Faith Word l salvation (page 5)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  Activity l Reconciliation Is Hard Work (pages 7–8)
l  Activity l Works of Mercy (Visions Activity Book, Activity #27)
l  Prayer-Activity l We Can Reconcile and Seek Peace (page 6)

Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 6 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG2-8



Lesson Theme: Jesus is a king who rules with love. 

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “Yes, Lord, I Believe“ (CD-2, #14)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-10)
l  Cover Activity l Jesus Rules with Forgiveness and Love (page 1)
l  Story l Act As If (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss first Talk question related to the story.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for forgiving us when we 

make unloving choices. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for forgiving us when we 

make unloving choices. Amen. (Repeat).
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Promises Paradise to a Remorseful Criminal 

(page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for teaching us how to 

forgive. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for teaching us how to 

forgive. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine. (page 4)

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 24 and 51.

l  Catholic Faith Word l salvation (page 5)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to be loving and forgiving like 

Jesus. Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to be loving and forgiving 

like Jesus. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l Reconciliation Is Hard Work (pages 7–8)
l  Activity l Works of Mercy (Visions Activity Book, Activity #27)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to ask for forgiveness when 

we have done wrong. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to ask for forgiveness 

when we have done wrong. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Closing Prayer l (see page TG2-11)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 
and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 6 together.

Curriculum Connections  
l  ELA: Have the students select a current or former government 

official (president, supreme court justice, senator, etc.), research 
that individual, and write a biography of the person. 

	 (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.2)

l  SS: When Jesus was arrested and taunted as being the King of the 
Jews, different people had a role. In a similar way today, citizens 
have different roles in society. Have the students work in groups 
of four to six to research the particular role of different citizens 
(voters, jurors, taxpayers, armed forces members, petitioners, 
protesters, elected officials). Then jigsaw students so that there is 
one person who researched each role together. Students should 
share what they learned with their new group. (D2.Civ.2.6-8)

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
While he wasn’t actually the king of 
the Jews, Jesus is certainly a king. 
On a poster, write the word KING in 
block letters. Then ask each student 
to find a Scripture verse about Jesus 
that shows how he is a king. Have 
the students write their Scripture 
verses in the letters of the word to 
create Scripture graffiti.

Extending the Lesson

l  November 23: Annual Global Celebration of 
Youth and Young Adults – Every Catholic faith 
community is encouraged to celebrate and reflect 
on youth and young adults annually on Christ the 
King Sunday. To young people, Pope Francis said, 
“Cry out with your life that Christ lives, that Christ 
reigns, that Christ is the Lord!“

l  November 26–30: National Bible Week (USA) – 
Read your Bible or a Bible story. 

l  November 23: Blessed Miguel Agustín Pro 
(USA) – Born in Mexico in 1891, Miguel became 
a Jesuit priest at a time when the Mexican 
government was very anti-Catholic. Miguel carried 
on his ministry undercover. Arrested and facing 
the firing squad, his last words were “Viva Cristo 
Rey!“ which mean “Live, Christ the King!“

l  November 27 – Thanksgiving Day (USA)– Ask: 
For what are you most thankful? Make sure you 
thank God for this blessing!

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-9



Share Experiences 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Explore the human experience of hurt and forgiveness.
l  Analyze contradictions, including Jesus as a crucified king. 
l  Share prayers of thanksgiving.

Play and sing “Yes, Lord, I Believe“ (CD-2, #14). Lyrics are 
available to download and print at gospelweeklies.com/
lyrics. 

Gathering Prayer  Introduce the prayer by discussing the 
ways we can help others during the Thanksgiving holiday. Some 
people choose, for example, to serve at a food pantry or donate 
items to a shelter. Thanksgiving is also a time for reconciliation. 
We can forgive or seek forgiveness from those who have hurt us 
or who we have hurt in the past year. It’s a good way to prepare 
for Advent, which begins next Sunday. Pray the following 
Thanksgiving Day Prayer together: 

Leader: Lord, we thank you for the goodness of our people and for 
their spirit of justice.We thank you for the beauty and fullness of 
the land. We thank you for our work and our rest, for one another, 
and for our homes. Lord, accept our thanksgiving on this day and 
every day. We pray and give thanks through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All respond: Amen. 

Cover Activity l Jesus Rules wth Forgiveness 
and Love (page 1)  Distribute Visions and read the title aloud to 
the young people. Ask them to define contradiction. Something that 
is the opposite of what it should be. It can also be the existence of two 
opposing things, both of which remain true. Using the word bank, 
ask the young people to identify and explain the contradictions in the 
photos and illustrations. The illustration of Jesus on the Cross is a visual 
of this Sunday’s Gospel—Jesus is a crucified king.

Story l Act As If (pages 2–3)  Teenage children of 
separated and divorced parents—just like any other teens—may 
experience a wide range of emotions. Nico is stunned by the news 
of his parents’ separation. By wanting to punish his parents, he 
is punishing himself. Fortunately, his coach offers helpful advice. 
Have the young people read the story aloud as a class or in pairs.  

Discuss the Talk questions on page 4. Answers: 1. Nico 
is dealing with his initial shock, so his reaction may seem 
justified. Allow time for the young people who have gone 

through a similar situation to talk about their experiences, if they feel 
comfortable doing so. It’s likely that Nico will feel more sympathy for 

his parents’ situation with time. 2. They both listen to Nico and give him 
advice. Sometimes people stay away from others who are hurting. These 
two stick with Nico; open-ended. 3. The hurt won’t get easier for a long 
time. In order to have a life, Coach Mendez suggests that Nico act “as if“ 
he is already healing; he wants Nico to anticipate better times ahead. 
Again, young people who have experienced a death or divorce may be 
able to talk to this point and be willing to share their thoughts. 

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Analyze how love and forgiveness are characteristics of 

Jesus and his kingdom.
l  Investigate reconciliation both as a sacrament and as a 

regular practice in their lives.
l  Review the Works of Mercy as part of their preparation for 

Thanksgiving. 
Sunday Gospel l Jesus Promises Paradise to 
a Remorseful Criminal (page 4)  Assign parts to 
volunteers and proclaim the Gospel.

Discuss the Talk questions on page 4. Answers: 1. They 
want Jesus to prove his power by saving himself and the 
criminals. Jesus forgives the good thief and promises they 

will live in paradise after death. 2. The good thief respects Jesus, 
seems to know who Jesus is, admits that he himself is getting what 
he deserves, and begs Jesus to remember him. 3. Open-ended. 
Emphasize that forgiveness does not excuse or condone wrongs; in 
Nico’s case, forgiveness may allow him to have peace and healing and 
improve his relationships with his parents.  

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l The 
Cross Is a Place of Forgiveness (page 4)  
Read aloud this feature as a summary of Sunday’s Gospel 
concept. Jesus is an unselfish king who rules with love, 
offers forgiveness, and saves us through his Death.

Discuss the Talk questions questions on page 4. 
Answers: 1. Open-ended; it is perhaps impossible to 
understand the love God has for his Son and for us. 2. It is a 

place for the good thief to confess his sins; it is a place, likewise, for us 
to admit our sins and receive forgiveness. 3. Open-ended; we are saved 
by Jesus’ Death and through his loving forgiveness. Allow time for the 
young people to express what this means for them.

Catholic Faith Word l salvation (page 5)  Ask 
for a volunteer to read aloud this week’s definition to reinforce 
understanding of the doctrine related to the Sunday Gospel Reading.

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Lesson Theme: Jesus is a king who rules 
with love. 
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November 23, 2025 • Solemnity of Christ the King

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 

Use Activity #27 from the Visions Activity Book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks.

Have the young people close their What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Visions, page 5. 

Name:

1. What does Father Greg Boyle say is the surest way to save the life of a young
person who lives in his violent community in East Los Angeles?

2. What does Homeboy Industries do for gang members?

3. In this Sunday’s Gospel, whom does Jesus say prefers the light? The dark?

4. How does John 3:16 summarize the entire Gospel?

5. What is your conscience? What forms a conscience?

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

© 2019 Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc. (800-543-4383) gospelweeklies.com 
Permission is granted to reproduce this page for use by parishes, schools, and families using Pflaum Gospel Weeklies.

October 11, 2020 27th 
Sunday in Ordinary Time

Our Catholic Faith l What Kind of King Is 
Jesus? (page 5)  This feature explains the implications of 
Jesus being called a king. Read aloud this page together. Then ask 
the young people: How is Jesus like a king? How is he different from 
our traditional understanding of a ruler? 
	 Give the young people time to meditate on the two questions. 
The second is like the third doctrinal question on page 4; however, 
it is important that students at this age begin to really understand 
what their faith in Jesus means for themselves. Expressing their 
faith to someone else is also important.

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Apply the steps of reconciliation to familiar scenarios.
l  Lead and celebrate a reconciliation prayer service. 

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
Sacrament of Penance, or 
Reconciliation (page 24)
Corporal and Spiritual Works 
of Mercy (page 51)

Turn to page 24. Stress that reconciliation is an everyday 
peacemaking process in our families and classes and also the 
sacrament in which God forgives our sins.
Read aloud the four actions of the Sacrament. Note that 
these actions—repentance, confession of sins, intention for 
reparation, and absolution—are similar to the steps we take 
when we seek to make things right after we have fallen out with 
someone in our own lives. 
As you read through the actions of the Sacrament, pause and 
pay special attention to the word repentance, which involves 
feeling sorrow and changing how one acts.
Turn to page 51, and read aloud the Works of Mercy. Share 
with the young people that the Spiritual Works are Gospel 
examples of how we might meet the spiritual needs of another 
person; the Corporal Works address the needs of the body. 
Encourage the young people to identify one Work of Mercy  
they can complete during the Advent season.

            ddss

for Children

                CATECHISM HANDBOOK  

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches

P
F

L
A

U
M

 G
O

S
P

E
L

 W
E

E
K

L
IE

S
 F

a
it

h
 F

o
rm

a
t

io
n

 P
ro

g
ra

m

Living the Gospel l Reconciliation Is Hard Work 
(pages 7–8)  Read the introductory paragraph on page 7 
aloud to your class. Invite four readers to read the four steps of  
reconciliation to the class. Have the class notice these same steps 
appear at the head of the columns on page 8.
	 Lead your class through the first situation on page 8. Have the 
students identify the conflict and write it on the lines. Have them 
read the text in the columns—Admit, Apologize, and Change. 
Have students add any ideas they wish.
	 Read the second situation aloud. Have the young people work 
individually to identify a way to take responsibility and write it 
down. Take time to have volunteers share their responses.
	 Arrange the class into threes or fours. Have them do the third 
and fourth situations together. Then have the groups report their 
responses and discuss them.
	 Give each group markers, crayons, or colored pencils. They will 
also need tape. Ask them to color the peace words on page 7, and 
fold and tape the page into a peace pole with the peace words (in 
Hebrew, Spanish, Greek, and English) facing outside.

Closing Prayer–Activity l We Can Reconcile 
and Seek Peace (page 6)  Invite the young people 
to recall what they learned about Saint Francis of Assisi in the 
second lesson of the year.  Read the introductory paragraphs 
aloud. Turn to page 56 in What the Church Believes and Teaches, 
and pray the Prayer of Saint Francis together. Allow time for 
students to fill in the “Where there is“ statements and the  “let 
me plant“ endings on their own, or do this in small groups. 
Celebrate the reconciliation service together in class. Encourage 
the young people to invite their families to do a similar activity 
and reconciliation service.
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Sunday Readings: Isaiah 2:1–5; Romans 13:11–14; 
Matthew 24:37–44

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
Sunday’s First Reading from Isaiah takes us back to the perspective of the Israelites who looked 
forward to a Messiah who would restore Israel as a great nation. Today, we understand that 
Jesus is the fulfillment of Isaiah’s vision of the Messiah.
	 On this First Sunday of Advent when we prepare for the Incarnation—Jesus’ becoming 
human so that he might live among us—we are also reminded of the Second Coming, when 
Jesus will return for the Final Judgment. Jesus reminds us to always be ready, for we do not 
know when the Son of Man will come again. Jesus also tells us not to take our salvation for 
granted, for some will not be saved.

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
Advent is a time of waiting and preparation: We await and prepare for Jesus’ birth and for 
his Second Coming. Advent is also a time of new starts: a new Liturgical Year begins, and the 
Church begins anew the celebration of the events of Christ’s life, from his Incarnation to his 
Death, Resurrection, and Ascension. This is the Paschal Mystery. 
	 Advent is also a fitting time for us to begin anew in our commitment to be ready, not just 
for Christ’s Nativity but also for Judgment Day at his Second Coming, when Christ will judge the 
living and the dead. He “will reveal the secret disposition of hearts and will render to each man 
according to his works, and according to his acceptance or refusal of grace“ (CCC, 682).

November 30, 2025 • 1st Sunday of Advent 

Materials 
l  Visions Student Lesson for 11/30
l  Catechism handbook, page 20
l  Pens or pencils; markers, crayons, or colored 

pencils; scissors
l  Music player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter
l  Advent wreath: evergreen branches, wreath 

form, floral wire, four candles (three violet, one 
rose) or green construction paper and tape 

Suggested Music
l  “Come, Emmanuel“ (CD-1, #3)
l  “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
Lesson Resources
l  Visions Activity Book, Activity #31
l  Lesson Assessment: gospelweeklies.com/

assessment

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer 
l  Cover Activity l We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming (page 1)
l  Article l Love Stronger Than Fear (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Talk question.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Tells Us to Be Ready (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine 
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 20.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5) 
Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)
l  Activity l Choose Ways to Celebrate Advent (pages 6–7)
l  Closing Prayer l We Begin the Advent Journey (page 8)

Take-Home  
l  Activity l The Liturgical Year (Visions Activity Book, Activity #31)
l  Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 

and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 
together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions for how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “Come, Emmanuel“ (CD-1, #3)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming (page 1)
l  Article l Love Stronger Than Fear (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the article.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40–50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Tells Us to Be Ready (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4) 
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 20. 

l  Catholic Faith Word l Liturgical Year (page 4)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  Activity l Choose Ways to Celebrate Advent (pages 6–7)
l  Activity l The Liturgical Year (Visions Activity Book, Activity #31)
l  Closing Prayer l We Begin the Advent Journey (page 8)
Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG2-12



Lesson Theme: We prepare for Jesus' coming.

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “Come, Emmanuel“ (CD-1, #3)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-14)
l  Cover Activity l We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming (page 1)
l  Article l Love Stronger Than Fear (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the article. 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to trust in your promises. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to trust in your promises. 

Amen. (Repeat).
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Tells Us to Be Ready (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to be ready when Jesus comes 

again. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to be ready when Jesus 

comes again. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 20.

l  Catholic Faith Word l Liturgical Year (page 4)
l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to always make loving choices.

Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to always make loving 

choices. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l Choose Ways to Celebrate Advent (pages 6–7)
l  Activity l The Liturgical Year (Visions Activity Book, #31)
l  Closing Prayer l Dear Jesus, we prepare to celebrate your birth. 

Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Dear Jesus, we prepare to celebrate your 

birth. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG2-15 and page 8 in the lesson)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 
and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 
together.

Curriculum Connections  
l  Sci: Using information and evidence from rock strata, have the 

students construct an explanation for how the geologic time 
scale is used to organize the earth’s 4.6 billion-year history. Ask 
the students to reflect on how their concept of time moving 
quickly or slowly has changed based on this geologic time scale. 
(MS-ESS1-4)

l  Math: Give the students number line diagrams and have them 
represent addition and subtraction problems on the number 
line. (CCSS.Math.Content.7.NS.A.1)

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
We spend these four weeks of 
Advent preparing our hearts to 
celebrate Jesus’ birth. Make a list of 
ways the students can prepare their 
hearts for Jesus’ birth. Then ask each 
student to commit to doing one of 
these actions throughout Advent. 
Check weekly how they are doing 
with their commitments. 

Extending the Lesson

l  December 1: Saint Charles de Foucauld – 
Canonized in May 2022, Charles was born in 1858 
to a French aristocratic family. As a teen, he rejected 
the Catholic faith and joined the French army. Jews 
and Muslims he met in Algeria and Morocco inspired 
his return to Catholicism. He wished to imitate 
the “hidden life”—the ordinary life—of Jesus in 
Nazareth. Seized in a raid and shot to death in 1916, 
he is inspiration for five religious communities.

l  December 4: Saint John Damascene – John is 
best known for defending Christian art, especially 
icons. Those who believed Christians worshiped the 
images worked to destroy the images. John argued 
that Christians don’t worship the images and that 
since Christ took a physical form, the Church could 
depict him in images. Act: Pray with a religious 
image.

l  December 6: Saint Nicholas – Ask: What secret 
kind act can you do?

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-13



Share Experiences 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Brainstorm Advent commitments to service and prayer. 
l  Connect the lives of four martyrs with the Sunday Gospel 

message—living in anticipation of Jesus’ Second Coming.

Play and sing “Come, Emmanuel“ (CD-1, #3). Lyrics are 
available to download and print at gospelweeklies.com/
lyrics.

Gathering Prayer Prepare an Advent wreath—either made 
with evergreens and candles, or the paper handprint wreath 
pictured on page 8. Invite the young people to gather in your 
prayer space. Light one violet candle. Ask everyone to sit in silence 
for one minute, letting the candlelight help them reflect on what 
they anticipate about celebrating Jesus’ birth. 

Cover Activity l We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming 
(page 1) Explain that the new Liturgical Year begins this week. 
This Sunday’s Gospel reminds us that we don’t know when Jesus 
will return, so we must live our lives in preparation for that day. 
Advent is a season in which we prepare ourselves to celebrate 
for Jesus’ birth at Christmas. The weeks leading to Christmas are 
usually full of busy preparations—buying gifts, attending parties 
and pageants, etc. Advent commitments are usually marked by 
quiet contemplation and selfless acts. 
	 Ask the young people: How will you prepare during Advent? 
Direct the young people to review the list of possible Advent acts 
or encourage them to think of their own. Then have them write 
something they would like to do during each week of Advent.

Article l Love Stronger Than Fear (pages 2–3)  
Introduce the article by looking through the photos and asking 
what the title might mean. Ask the young people what it means to 
be a martyr. A person who voluntarily suffers death as the penalty 
of witnessing to and refusing to renounce a religion. Read aloud the 
five introductory paragraphs. Then ask for volunteers to take turns 
reading aloud the article, switching readers after each of the four 
biographies.

Discuss the Talk questions on page 3. Answers: 1. Open-
ended; their faith, prayer, their families, each other. 2. Open-
ended; to serve and care for the people, to support each other. 

3. They live on in the hearts of their families, friends, and the people 
they served and through the work that continues in their names.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Analyze the Gospel message of living in preparation of 

Jesus’ return. 
l  Connect how the Gospels of the Liturgical Year tell the 

story of Jesus’ life.
l  Initiate a three-week study of the prophet Isaiah. 
l  Identify prophets on a timeline of Bible history. 
l  Illustrate images of peace transformed from images of war 

and conflict. 

Gospel Ritual  Gather in the space you have reserved for 
proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life“ 
(CD-1, #1).

Sunday Gospel l Jesus Tells Us to Be Ready 
(page 4)  Choose two volunteers to proclaim the Gospel. 
Alternate between the two readers at each paragraph.  

Discuss the Talk questions on page 4. Answers: 1. Son 
of Man is a messianic title used in the New Testament to 
describe Jesus in his humanity (see Daniel 7:13–14). No 

one knows when he is coming. 2. By living as Jesus taught; ask for 
examples. 3. They risked everything to serve people who were poor 
and in danger; they served God even when they were afraid.  

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l 
Advent Gets Us Ready for Jesus (page 4)  
Read aloud this summary of Sunday’s Gospel concept of 
readiness for Jesus’ coming. 

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Distribute the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks.

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
The Calendar of Worship 
(page 20)

Explain to the young people that 
the Paschal Mystery is the Passion 

(suffering), Death, Resurrection, and Ascension of Jesus. Then 
read aloud the second paragraph, which describes these key 
points in Jesus’ life. The Church remembers and celebrates 
these events over the cycle of readings during the Liturgical 
Year. 
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Lesson Theme: We prepare for 
Jesus' coming.
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November 30, 2025 • 1st Sunday of Advent 

Name:

1. What does Father Greg Boyle say is the surest way to save the life of a young
person who lives in his violent community in East Los Angeles?

2. What does Homeboy Industries do for gang members?

3. In this Sunday’s Gospel, whom does Jesus say prefers the light? The dark?

4. How does John 3:16 summarize the entire Gospel?

5. What is your conscience? What forms a conscience?

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.
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October 11, 2020 27th 
Sunday in Ordinary Time Name ________________________________________
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The Liturgical Year

31
Activity 

Seasons of Celebration

Using this year’s Liturgical Calendar, look up the dates for the feasts listed below. 
Then list the feasts in order, based on the Liturgical Calendar, and list the date 
and church season for each. (Remember that the calendar begins with Advent.)

In the Church we celebrate the Liturgical Year as a cycle of seasons. The seasons 
include Advent, Christmastime, Lent, a first period of Ordinary Time, Eastertime, 
and a second period of Ordinary Time.

All Saints’ Day

Baptism of the Lord

Feast of Saint Joseph

All Souls’ Day

Holy Thursday

Feast of the Holy Family

Epiphany

Assumption of Mary

Ascension of Jesus

Good Friday

Immaculate Conception

Easter Sunday

     Feast         Date         Church Season

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 

Use Activity #31 from the Visions Activity Book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Have the young people close their What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Visions, page 4.

	 Turn to the activity that begins in the left column on page 6. 
Review the scoring system at the top of the column. Then instruct 
each student to respond to the list and calculate his/her own 
score. Tally everyone’s scores on the board or on newsprint and 
compute your class average.
	 Discuss as a class the suggestions in the category for which 
your class qualifies. They may explore the other Advent projects, 
but remind them to be realistic so they can accomplish what they 
plan.
	 Decide as a class when to do the activities. Schedule them 
on a classroom calendar. Post the calendar on a bulletin board or 
newsprint.

Closing Prayer l We Begin the Advent Journey 
(page 8) If you haven’t already created an Advent wreath, 
do so now. Share with the young people that its circle form 
symbolizes many things, including the Liturgical Year, in which 
we cycle through the mysteries of Jesus’ birth, life, Death, 
Resurrection, and Ascension. Green—a color symbolizing 
hope—refers to evergreens, which remind us in the middle of 
winter that life is stronger than death. Read aloud the Bless the 
Wreath and Celebrate sections together. 
	 Encourage the young people to take leadership roles during 
these Advent prayer services; they will be more engaged and 
become more comfortable with leading prayer.

Plan ahead: There is a play included in the Visions student 
lesson for the 4th Sunday of Advent (December 21, 2025) 
that the groups can rehearse and present. Contact families 
now if rehearsals or performances will take place outside of 
class time.

Catholic Faith Word l Liturgical Year (page 4)  
Read the definition aloud. Emphasize that this Sunday initiates a 
great celebration of the life, Death, Resurrection, and Ascension of 
Jesus Christ that lasts all year long.

Our Catholic Faith l Isaiah Speaks in Readings 
Throughout Advent (page 5)  This feature begins 
a three-week series on the prophet Isaiah. In Year A, the First 
Readings for the Sundays of Advent include beautiful images 
from Isaiah. Read aloud this feature together, and ask the young 
people to follow the events that Isaiah will refer to in these Advent 
readings. For a prayerful reflection about Isaiah and the Advent 
Sunday readings, see page 8. 
	 Read aloud the instructions next to the illustration of the 
bomb blast that is transformed into a loaf of bread. Challenge the 
young people to transform the fist and the word HATE, as Isaiah 
inspires us to move from war to peace.

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Connect how their Advent choices will influence their 

celebration of Christmas.
l  Celebrate an Advent prayer service.

Living the Gospel l Choose Ways to Celebrate 
Advent (pages 6–7)  Look ahead over all four Advent issues 
of Visions, so you can help your class make decisions about what the 
activities involve. Young people will enjoy the Advent inventory.

Return to the first paragraph and read it aloud. Make certain 
that the young people understand that we follow many cycles 
and seasons in the Church—the primary cycle is our seven-
day week, with Sunday being celebrated as the day of Jesus’ 
Resurrection. This is why regular Mass attendance is so important.

Continue reading the list at the end of this section, 
including the celebrations of Jesus’ life and the celebrations of 
Mary’s life. Review by asking:
l  What events in Jesus’ life does the season of Advent-

Christmas celebrate? Jesus’ Incarnation and Nativity
l  What does Lent-Easter celebrate? Jesus’ suffering, Death, 

Resurrection, and Ascension
l  Which Marian feast do we celebrate next? Immaculate 

Conception on December 8. Encourage the young people to 
attend Mass on this Holy Day of Obligation. 

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-15



Sunday Readings: Isaiah 11:1–10; Romans 15:4–9; 
Matthew 3:1–12

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
In the First Reading, Isaiah speaks of a judgment in which the Lord will judge all 
people with justice. He will “strike the ruthless“ and “slay the wicked“ (Isaiah 11:4). 
Then universal peace and justice will reign. 

In the Gospel, John the Baptist calls people to baptism and repentance. He 
reminds his followers of the greatness of the coming Messiah, who will baptize with 
the Holy Spirit and fire (Matthew 3:11). He also forewarns them that this Messiah 
will pass judgment on all people: “He will clear his threshing floor and gather his 
wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire“ (3:12). 

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
The faithful prepare for Jesus’ coming, now and at the end of time (see CCC, 524). 
Heeding the words of Isaiah and John the Baptist remind us that Christ will come to 
save us, but he also will come again to judge us. We can be ready for him by living 
the words of John the Baptist when he said, “He must increase, but I must decrease“ 
(John 3:30). Indeed, we can be prepared for Christ’s Incarnation and his Second 
Coming by placing him above all else in our lives, including our own desires.

December 7, 2025 • 2nd Sunday of Advent

Materials 
l  Visions Student Lesson for 12/7
l  Catechism handbook, pages 7 and 11
l  Pens or pencils; scissors; stapler, glue, or tape; markers 

or colored pencils; copies of the Magnificat 
l  Bible for each student
l  Music player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter
l  Advent wreath
l  String or ribbon, hole punch, branches in sand-filled pot 

or a sturdy houseplant, construction paper or cardstock 
Suggested Music
l  “Mary’s Song of Praise“ (CD-1, #5)
l  “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Visions Activity Book, Activity #1
l  Lesson Assessment: gospelweeklies.com/ 

assessment

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l Mary Is Our Model (page 1)
l  Story l The Real Reason to Clean (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Talk question. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l John Urges Reform (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 7 and 11. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)
l  Activity l A Jesse Tree Celebrates Jesus’ Ancestry (pages 7–8)
l  Closing Prayer
Take-Home  
l  Saints l Saint Juan Diego and Our Lady of Guadalupe (page 6)
l  Divine Revelation and Sacred Scripture (Visions Activity Book, #1)
l  Remind the young people to share their lesson with their 

families and do the With My Family and Friends activities on 	
page 8 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “Mary’s Song of Praise“ (CD-1, #5)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l Mary Is Our Model (page 1)
l  Story l The Real Reason to Clean (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the story.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40–50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l John Urges Reform (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Catholic Faith Word l prophet (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4) 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 7 and 11.  

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  Saints l Saint Juan Diego and Our Lady of Guadalupe (page 6)
l  Activity l A Jesse Tree Celebrates Jesus’ Ancestry (pages 7–8)
l  Divine Revelation and Sacred Scripture (Visions Activity Book, #1)
l  Closing Prayer  
Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 
and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG2-16



Lesson Theme: We meet models of faith. 

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l "Mary's Song of Praise"CD-1, #5)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-18)
l  Cover Activity l Mary Is Our Model (page 1)
l  Story l The Real Reason to Clean (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the story. 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for people who teach us 

about you. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for people who teach us 

about you. Amen. (Repeat).
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l John Urges Reform (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Catholic Faith Word l prophet (page 4)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to turn our hearts to you. Amen. 

(Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to turn our hearts to you. 

Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 7 and 11.  

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5) 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to become saints in Heaven 

someday. Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to become saints in Heaven 

someday. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Saints l Saint Juan Diego and Our Lady of Guadalupe (page 6) 
l  Activity l A Jesse Tree Celebrates Jesus’ Ancestry (pages 7–8) 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to always make loving 

choices. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to always make loving 

choices. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l Divine Revelation and Sacred Scripture (Visions Activity 

Book, Activity #1)
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG2-19)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Curriculum Connections  
l  Sci: Remind the students that it is often difficult to find water in 

the desert, and that beyond the desert, there are many areas in 
the world that do not have access to clean water. In groups, have 
the students create solutions for improving access to drinking 
water. They should consider scientific principles as well as human 
and environmental impact. (MS-ETS1-1)

l  SS: Have pairs of students select two different regions of the 
world. They should then research and analyze the ways in which 
the cultural and environmental characteristics of the regions 
differ. (D2.Geo.10.6-8)

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Mary is an incredibly important 
person to Jesus and to us. 
As a group, create “All About 
Mary“ posters that highlight 
characteristics of Mary that make 
her so special. If possible, hang 
these posters around the parish so 
others can learn about Mary too.

Extending the Lesson

l  December 8: The Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary – On 
this day, a Holy Day of Obligation, we celebrate 
the mystery of Mary, the mother of Jesus, being 
conceived without sin by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. As God’s choice as bearer of Jesus, she was a 
spotless vessel from the moment of her conception 
in her mother’s womb. She remained free of all 
personal sin throughout her life.

l  December 10: Our Lady of Loreto – During the 
Crusades, the place thought to be the site of the 
Annunciation was transported to Loreto, Italy. Ask: 
How can you imitate the virtues of Mary?

l  December 12: Our Lady of Guadalupe (USA) – 
Our Lady appeared to Saint Juan Diego (feast day: 
December 9) near modern-day Mexico City. It took two 
miracles to convince the bishop to believe Juan’s story. 
Our Lady of Guadalupe is patron of the Americas.

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-17



Share Experiences 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Evaluate progress on their Advent commitments.
l  Analyze the significance of Mary’s Immaculate Conception. 
l  Recognize the joy and surprise that accompany preparation.

Play and sing “Mary’s Song of Praise“ (CD-1, #5). Lyrics are 
available to download and print at gospelweeklies.com/
lyrics.

Gathering Prayer  Invite the young people to gather in your 
prayer space. Circle around your Advent wreath, and light two 
violet candles. Remind the class that Advent is a time of preparing 
to celebrate Jesus’ birth into the world. Go around the circle and 
have the young people say one thing they have done at home to 
prepare for Christmas. Ask them to close their eyes and imagine 
something Mary and Joseph might have done to prepare for a new 
baby. Pray the Hail Mary together.

Cover Activity l Mary Is Our Model (page 1)  
Before distributing Visions, recall with the young people the 
Advent activities they committed to last week. Ask how they are 
progressing. 
	 Distribute Visions and read aloud the introductory paragraphs. 
Explain that this week, we celebrate Mary’s conception and 
life lived entirely without sin. This transitions nicely into the 
examination of conscience listed on the cover. Give the young 
people time to meditate on the list of questions. 
	 Distribute Bibles and instruct the young people to look up and 
read the Scripture; explain that the Magnificat—a prayer that is 
also called the Canticle (Song) of Mary—comes from these verses. 
If you have made copies of the prayer, pray it aloud now or save it 
to close your class.  

Story l The Real Reason to Clean (pages 2–3)  
Since many families expect company over the Christmas holiday, 
young people know Advent as a time of cleaning the house and 
preparing for guests. Read the story aloud.

Discuss the Talk questions on page 3. Answers: 		
1. Jenna resents that her family had to move across the 
country; she misses her best friend. She feels that her mom 

has not been around to help prepare for Christmas and doesn’t see how 
lonely she is. 2. When Jenna and her mom deliver Christmas baskets 
together. 3. Open-ended. 4. Jenna’s family arranges for Claire to come 
because time with her is the best gift Jenna could receive this year. 

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Recognize that Isaiah speaks truth to power.
l  Appreciate that God makes a covenant agreement with 

Israel—and with us.
l  Reinforce their understanding of Mary’s Immaculate 

Conception. 

Gospel Ritual  Gather in the space you have reserved for 
proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life“ 
(CD-1, #1).

Sunday Gospel l John Urges Reform (page 4)  In 
this Advent Gospel, John urges the listeners to seek the salvation 
available to them through Baptism. Ask for volunteers to take the 
seven parts, and proclaim the Gospel.

Discuss the Talk questions on page 4.  Answers: 		
1. Turn away from sin and toward a positive way of thinking 
and acting; the Kingdom of Heaven is near and the people 

must prepare by turning toward God. 2. John means that being a Jew, 
one of God’s chosen people, does not guarantee salvation. People must 
prove their sincere change of heart by following God’s laws, especially 
by living just and loving lives. 3. John says one much greater than he 
is coming, one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire and 
who will judge between the good and the bad.

Catholic Faith Word l prophet (page 4)  The 
prophet Isaiah shares messages of hope and peace throughout 
Advent. John the Baptist is also a messenger of God. Read this 
week’s definition to reinforce understanding of the role of 
prophets. 

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l John 
the Baptist Prepares the Way of the 
Lord (page 4)  Have the young people read this 
summary of Sunday’s Gospel theme.

Discuss the Talk questions, page 4. Answers: 		
1. Open-ended; the young people may not wish to share 
their deepest hopes; encourage them to pray about 
them. 2. Open-ended; we live in hope by living lives in 
preparation for Jesus’ return. 

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Distribute the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks.

Lesson Theme: We meet 
models of faith. 

TG2-18



December 7, 2025 • 2nd Sunday of Advent

Name:

1. What does Father Greg Boyle say is the surest way to save the life of a young
person who lives in his violent community in East Los Angeles?

2. What does Homeboy Industries do for gang members?

3. In this Sunday’s Gospel, whom does Jesus say prefers the light? The dark?

4. How does John 3:16 summarize the entire Gospel?

5. What is your conscience? What forms a conscience?

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.

© 2019 Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc. (800-543-4383) gospelweeklies.com 
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October 11, 2020 27th 
Sunday in Ordinary Time

Lesson Wrap-Up

Living the Gospel l A Jesse Tree Celebrates 
Jesus’ Ancestry (page 7)  Begin by asking the young 
people to define ancestry—parents, grandparents, great-
grandparents, all the people in one’s family. Be sensitive to 
adopted children in your class; ancestry includes more than 
biological genealogy.
	 Have a strong reader proclaim Isaiah 11:1–10, Sunday’s First 
Reading. The stump of Jesse, David’s father, is the royal family 
tree of David. Isaiah refers to it as a dead stump because the kings 
from this line in Isaiah’s time worshiped other gods. The new 
shoot from the stump is the Messiah, a king full of the spirit of 
God. Emphasize that the Jesse Tree is not only Jesus’ family tree 
but ours as Christians.
	 Next, read aloud the introduction and instructions. Have 
the young people work in pairs to look up Bible characters and 
identify symbols for them, using David’s harp as an example.
	 Assign Scripture readings to the young people and distribute 
Bibles. Walk around the classroom, helping them to identify a 
symbol they can draw on their ornament. Once completed, have the 
young people hang their symbols on the tree branches or plant. 

Saints l Saint Juan Diego and Our Lady of 
Guadalupe (page 6) Read aloud this feature together, 
pausing to complete each activity. Or assign it as homework.

Closing Prayer l Jesus’ Coming Fills Us with 
Hope (page 8) Gather the young people in your ritual space 
and celebrate this week’s Advent prayer service to conclude your 
time together.

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 

Use Activity #1 from the Visions Activity Book as a take-home 
activity or lesson wrap-up.

Have the young people close their What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Visions, page 5.

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
God’s Revelation to People 
(page 7)
Mary’s Immaculate 
Conception (page 11)

Turn to page 7. Read aloud the first two paragraphs about 
God showing his love for the People of Israel.

Explain that God’s promise to Jesse’s son David continues 
the history of God’s revelation. Share with the students that 
they  will complete a Jesse Tree activity later in the lesson.

Conclude this section by reading aloud the third 
paragraph. Ask volunteers to explain in their own words what 
Jesus reveals about God. 

Turn to page 11. Have the young people read the two 
paragraphs to themselves and ask any questions they have. 
Stress that Mary is the Mother of God because she is Jesus’ 
mother, and she is the mother of the Church because she was 
the first to believe in her Son.
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Our Catholic Faith l Isaiah, Prophet of God’s 
Peace (page 5)  To introduce this week’s activity, quickly 
review what your class learned last week about Isaiah. Tell them 
that they will be talking about how Isaiah declares that the Messiah 
will be a prince of peace rather than a conquering king. As you 
read this feature, pause to point out the events on the timeline. 
Distribute Bibles to look up and read Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:23.
	 Before they close their Bibles, ask the young people to turn 
to Isaiah 11:1–2. After they read the verses, have them write the 
gifts of the Spirit on the prayer flags at the bottom of the page. 
Ask for volunteers to list the gifts—wisdom, understanding, 
counsel, fortitude or courage, knowledge, piety or reverence, and 
fear of the Lord. 

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Appreciate their spiritual ancestry by creating an Advent 

Jesse Tree.
l  Trace the story of Saint Juan Diego and Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, patron of the Americas.

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-19



Sunday Readings: Isaiah 35:1–6a, 10; James 5:7–10; Matthew 11:2–11

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
In this Sunday’s Gospel, we see John the Baptist, who is now in prison, send his followers to 
Jesus with this question: “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?“ 
(Matthew 11:3). John has doubts about who Jesus is because Jesus’ mission has not been 
one of a harsh and fiery judgment as John had expected. Jesus replies by recounting his 
healing miracles—healing the blind, curing lepers, raising the dead, and so much more.  
	 As the Scriptures for the first two Sundays of Advent made clear, Christ will return to 
judge all people. This Sunday’s Gospel reminds us that Jesus is also the merciful Savior who 
will extend his saving mercy to all who will accept it. 

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
“Thanks to the prophets Israel understood that it was again out of love that God never 
stopped saving them and pardoning their unfaithfulness and sins“ (CCC, 218). Just as Jesus 
healed the blind and the sick and raised the dead freely out of love, he extends his mercy to 
us out of love. Jesus does not wield his power against us; rather, he uses it to save us from 
sin. He heals us when we are spiritually broken and invites us into his eternal Kingdom. 

December 14, 2025 • 3rd Sunday of Advent/
Gaudete Sunday 

Materials 
l  Visions Student Lesson for 12/14
l  Catechism handbook, pages 22–26, 49 and 11
l  Pens or pencils
l  Bible for each student
l  Music player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter
l  Advent wreath 
Suggested Music
l  “Dona Nobis Pacem“ (CD-1, #4)
l  “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  “Come, Emmanuel“ (CD-1, #3) 
Lesson Resources
l  Visions Activity Book, Activity #16
l  Lesson Assessment: gospelweeklies.com/

assessment

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l What Do These Signs Reveal About Jesus? (page 1)
l  Article l A Different Kind of Success (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Talk question. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Answers John’s Question (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine 
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 22–26, 49, and 11. 

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)

Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)

l  Activity l Jesus’ Actions Continue in the Seven Sacraments 	
(pages 6–7)

l  Closing Prayer l Rejoice, Our Savior Is Coming! (page 8)
Take-Home  
l  Sacrament of Confirmation (Visions Activity Book, #16)
l  Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 

and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “Dona Nobis Pacem“ (CD-1, #4)
l  Gathering Prayer 
l  Cover Activity l What Do These Signs Reveal About Jesus? (page 1)
l  Article l A Different Kind of Success (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the article.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40–50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Answers John’s Question (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine 
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 22–26, 49 and 11.  

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Catholic Faith Word l hope (page 5)
Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  Jesus’ Actions Continue in the Seven Sacraments (pages 6–7)
l  Sacrament of Confirmation (Visions Activity Book, #16)
l  Closing Praye l Rejoice, Our Savior Is Coming! (page 8) 
Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 
and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG2-20



Lesson Theme: Jesus reveals signs of his loving presence.

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “Dona Nobis Pacem“ (CD-1, #4)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-22)
l  Cover Activity l What Do These Signs Reveal About Jesus? (page 1)
l  Article l A Different Kind of Success (pages 2–3) 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for times of joy in our lives.

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for times of joy in our 

lives. Amen. (Repeat).
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l Jesus Answers John’s Question (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for Jesus, our Messiah and 

Savior. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for Jesus, our Messiah 

and Savior. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4) 
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the doctrine.
l  Catholic Faith Word l hope (page 5)

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 22–26, 49, and 11.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5) 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to choose to follow you always. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to choose to follow you 

always. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Jesus’ Actions Continue in the Seven Sacraments (pages 6–7)
l  Activity l Sacrament of Confirmation (Visions Activity Book, 

Activity #16)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to make peace in our 

families.Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to make peace in our 

families. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Closing Prayer l (see page TG2-23 and page 8 in the lesson)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 
and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 
together.

Curriculum Connections  
l  ELA: Have the students research a religious experience, place, or 

person and develop an oral report to share with the class. They 
should organize their presentation in a focused manner and use 
well-chosen details in their report. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.4)

l  Tech: Invite the students to be messengers of the Good News. 
Have them work individually or in a group to create a flyer or 
website to share what they know about Jesus with other people. 
(ISTE2016.3)

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Prophets are messengers of God. 
While there are many prophets in 
Scripture, there are also messengers 
of God in our world today. Direct the 
students to interview someone they 
identify as a “messenger of God.“ 
Or invite a “messenger of God“ to 
visit the class and have the students 
prepare questions to ask her or him.

Extending the Lesson

l  December 11: Gaudete Sunday – Gaudete (gow-
DEH-tay) means “rejoice.“ It’s also the first word in 
the entrance antiphon for today’s Mass: Gaudete in 
domino semper, which means “Rejoice in the Lord, 
always.“ Light the rose candle on your classroom 
Advent wreath, and tell the young people that 
this candle lets us know that we’re very close to 
celebrating Jesus’ birth! Pray: Lord Jesus, we wait 
in joy to celebrate your birth.

l  December 17–23: The “O” Antiphons – The 
starting words of each verse of “O Come, O 
Come Emmanuel” are the names Old Testament 
prophets used for Christ: Wisdom of Our God 
Most High, Leader of the House of Israel, Root 
of Jesse’s Stem, Key of David, Radiant Dawn, 
King of All Nations and Keystone of the Church, 
and Emmanuel. These “O” Antiphons are prayed 
during Evening Prayer on these final days of 
Advent.

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  
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he is today; Alex is grateful that his gifts could be used to help 
someone else. 4. Their success is now defined by how many people 
they can help with the power chairs. 5. Open-ended.

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Identify the signs of hope Jesus notes in Sunday’s Gospel. 
l  Explore the prophet Second Isaiah’s message of hope.
l  Analyze how the Seven Sacraments make Jesus’ loving 

actions visible today.

Gospel Ritual  Gather in the space you have reserved for 
proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life“ 	
(CD-1, #1).

Sunday Gospel l Jesus Answers John’s 
Question (page 4)  John the Baptist reacts as anyone might 
when faced with something uncertain. He asks questions: Is this 
really the Messiah? May I stop searching for him? Jesus answers 
John so that he is left with no doubt. Ask for volunteers to take the 
four parts and proclaim the Gospel.  

Discuss the Talk questions on page 4.  Answers: 		
1. The blind can see; the lame walk; lepers are cured; the 
deaf hear; the dead are raised to life, and the poor hear the 

Good News. 2. Open-ended. 3. The Rogue Robotics team is a positive 
sign in the world—people sharing their gifts to help others in need.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l Jesus 
Reveals Who He Is (page 4)  Read aloud this 
summary of the Gospel message. Jesus reveals himself 
through his loving, forgiving, and saving actions. 

Discuss the Talk questions on page 4.  Answers: 1. Yes; 
John the Baptist would have been familiar with the words 
of the Old Testament prophets who told of Jesus’ coming. 

The signs that Jesus notes are the same words of the prophets. 	
2. Open-ended; Christians continue to follow Jesus. 3. Open-ended. By 
being selfless, increasing our time in prayer and service. 

Catholic Faith Word l hope (page 5)  Read the 
definition aloud. Turn to page 63 in What the Church Believes and 
Teaches to learn more about the virtues. Note the difference between 
a Theological and Cardinal virtue. 

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Distribute the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks.

Share Experiences 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Evaluate their progress on their Advent commitments.
l  Identify the signs of the times and how Jesus acts through 

them to affect solutions. 
l  Connect how their peers share their gifts with how they 

might help others.

Play and sing “Dona Nobis Pacem“ (CD-1, #4). Lyrics are 
available to download and print at gospelweeklies.com/
lyrics.

Gathering Prayer  Gather together in your prayer space. 
If you have an Advent wreath, circle around it, and light three 
candles (two violet, one rose). Then pray together. Leader: God 
of fulfillment, you enter our lives with signs of your love. In 
this season of promise, help us to be alert to the signs of your 
presence, especially in one another. With this in mind, let us offer 
one another a sign of peace. All: Amen.

Cover Activity l What Do These Signs Reveal 
About Jesus? (page 1)  Before distributing Visions, ask 
the young people how they are progressing with their Advent 
commitments. Distribute Visions and give the young people 
time to look at the cover photos. After a few minutes, read 
aloud the instructions. Point out that some of the photos show 
positive actions in society—recycling, community gardens, for 
example. Others show problems, including human trafficking 
and environmental damage. The photo of the Nativity scene 
shows that we remember and follow Jesus in the midst of all this. 
Explain that, in this Sunday’s Gospel, John the Baptist seeks a sign 
that Jesus is the Messiah for whom the people have been waiting. 

Article l A Different Kind of Success 	
(pages 2–3) Young people are seeking ways to serve. The 
students in this article are members of a robotics team who used 
their problem-solving skills to help children who have special 
needs. Ask for volunteers to read aloud the article.

Discuss the Talk questions on page 3. Answers: 1. The 
Rogue Robotics team had competitive success in previous 
seasons; they now had success helping Cillian, Rocco, and 

other children gain mobility by designing power chairs for them. 
2. This is a powerful, hopeful story; the children are able to move 
independently thanks to the intelligence and generosity of the 
robotics team. 3. Alex says that his faith has made him the person 

Lesson Theme: Jesus reveals signs of his 
loving presence.
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December 14, 2025 • 3rd Sunday of Advent/Gaudete Sunday 

Name:

1. What does Father Greg Boyle say is the surest way to save the life of a young
person who lives in his violent community in East Los Angeles?

2. What does Homeboy Industries do for gang members?

3. In this Sunday’s Gospel, whom does Jesus say prefers the light? The dark?

4. How does John 3:16 summarize the entire Gospel?

5. What is your conscience? What forms a conscience?

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.
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Activity 

Sacrament of Confirmation

Can you identify the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit in the prayer below? Circle 
all seven. Then choose one of the Gifts, and use the frame to write or draw your 
understanding of that Gift and how it works.

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who brought these your servants to new birth
by water and the Holy Spirit,
freeing them from sin:
send upon them, O Lord, the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete; 
give them the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and fortitude,
the spirit of knowledge and piety;
fill them with the spirit of the fear of the Lord. 
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen. 

(Order of Confirmation)

Seeking the Gifts of the Spirit
In the Sacrament of Confirmation, candidates receive a special outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit that completes the grace received in Baptism. This outpouring 
includes the Gifts and the Fruits of the Holy Spirit.

Lesson Wrap-Up

Our Catholic Faith l Second Isaiah, Prophet of 
Hope (page 5)  Review the timeline with the class. Point out 
the three sets of soldiers, each representing the superpowers of the 
time, and three prophets named Isaiah who spoke in the different 
eras. The book of Isaiah collects their writing under the same name. 
(Chapters 1–39 come mainly from the 700s, chapters 40–55 from 
the Exile, and chapters 56–66 from the rebuilding era.)
	 Invite the young people to read silently the first paragraph. 
Ask for volunteers to recall the message of the first Isaiah from the 
readings on the first and second Sundays of Advent. He is a priest 
who imagines a Messiah of peace in a time of war.
	 Read aloud the second and third paragraph. Have the group 
find the Exile on the timeline; then point out the illustration, which 
shows people following Second Isaiah and the desert blooming 
before them on the way home. 
	 Have volunteers read aloud the rest of the page and work in 
pairs or trios to connect how Jesus uses Second Isaiah’s words. The 
signs that God is bringing the people back to life become signs that 
Jesus is the Messiah. Conclude with the final paragraph about Third 
Isaiah.

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 

Use Activity #16 from the Visions Activity Book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.

Have the young people close their What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Visions, page 5.

What the Church 
Believes and 
Teaches
Sacraments (pages 22–26)
Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
(page 49)

Turn to pages 22 –26. Arrange your class into small groups 
and assign each group one of the sacraments. Direct them to 
read the section about their sacrament. 

Have each small group share one sentence about what they 
learned about the sacrament. If time allows, visit the baptismal 
font and oils in your parish church, so the young people can 
touch and recognize the signs of Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Anointing of the Sick.

Make the gesture of laying on hands. Ask: What does a hand 
on your head or shoulder express, for example, in a ball game? 
Confidence in you, support, handing over a responsibility or task.

Turn to page 49. Explain that the Sacrament of Confirmation 
seals us with the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Review the list of gifts and 
briefly discuss why each is important.

            ddss
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Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The young people will: 
l  Recognize that the Seven Sacraments reflect the loving, 

healing actions of Jesus.
l  Lead an Advent prayer service for Gaudete Sunday, the 

Third Sunday of Advent. 

Living the Gospel l Jesus’ Actions Continue in 
the Sacraments (pages 6–7)  Read the first column on 
page 6 aloud to connect sacraments with specific actions Jesus 
made in the Bible, specifically touch. Ask the young people when 
people are touched during a sacrament—making the Sign of the 
Cross on a person’s forehead at Baptism, laying hands on shoulders 
at Confirmation, touching head and hands in an anointing. Ask: 
Why is touch a part of almost every sacrament?

Take time to go over each of the photos on pages 6 and 7, 
noting the sacrament shown on each. Then have the young people 
work on their own to complete the questions on page 7. Walk 
around the room to answer questions as needed.

Once everyone has finished, ask which sacraments they chose, 
and review their responses. If the young people have questions 
you cannot respond to in class, tell them you will find the answers. 
Parish directors, faith formation directors, sisters, and priests will 
be excellent resources.

Closing Prayer l Rejoice, Our Savior Is Coming! 
(page 8)  This week, we celebrate that Jesus’ coming is so near. 
Encourage the young people to participate in the prayer service by 
setting up the prayer space and Advent wreath and reading aloud 
this Sunday’s Second Reading.

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-23



Sunday Readings: Isaiah 7:10–14; Romans 1:1–7; Matthew 1:18–24

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
This Sunday’s Gospel from Matthew begins with Joseph’s dilemma when he learns in a dream 
that Mary, his betrothed, is with child. Joseph could have accused Mary of adultery and 
subjected her to punishment. Unwilling to take this measure, he decides to quietly divorce her. 
	 Then the Angel of the Lord also tells Joseph that this child is no ordinary child: he, 
who is to be named Jesus, will save his people. He tells Joseph to take Mary into his home. 
Joseph reverses his decision to divorce Mary and, trusting in God’s will, takes Mary into his 
home. He cares for her and is at her side when Jesus is born.

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
Like Joseph, we are at times overcome with what we cannot understand. Jesus was born of 
a virgin, conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit. He is both human like us but also God. 
Sacred Tradition tells us that Mary is “at once virgin and mother“ and that she “remained a 
virgin in conceiving her Son, a virgin in giving birth to him“ (CCC, 507, 510). 
	 Like Joseph, we can place our trust in God, in whom all things are possible. We can 
respond with faith to the mysteries of our faith and to God’s will for our lives, even though 
at times we cannot grasp God’s power or his plan.

December 21, 2025 • 4th Sunday of Advent

Materials 
l  Visions Student Lesson for 12/21
l  Catechism handbook, page 10 
l  Pens or pencils; markers, crayons, or colored 

pencils
l  Bible for each student
l  Music player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter
l  Advent wreath 
Suggested Music
l  “Mary’s Song of Praise“ (CD-1, #5)
l  “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  “Come, Emmanuel“ (CD-1, #3) 

Lesson Resources
l  Visions Activity Book, Activity #6
l  Lesson Assessment: gospelweeklies.com/

assessment

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l We Listen to God’s Plan (page 1)
l  Story-Drama l Where Love Is, God Is (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Talk question. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l An Angel Reassures Joseph (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 10.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)
l  Activity l What Do Dreams Tell Us? (pages 6–7)
l  Closing Prayer l We Welcome the King of Glory (page 8)

Take-Home  
l  Article l Hanukkah Begins This Week (page 7)
l  Activity l God the Son—Incarnation (Visions Activity Book, #6)
l  Remind the young people to share their lesson with their 

families and do the With My Family and Friends activities on 
page 8 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “Mary’s Song of Praise“ (CD-1, #5)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l We Listen to God’s Plan (page 1)
l  Story-Drama l Where Love Is, God Is (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the story-drama. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40–50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l An Angel Reassures Joseph (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine. 

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 10.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
 Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  Activity l What Do Dreams Tell Us? (pages 6–7)
l  Article l Hanukkah Begins This Week (page 7)
l  Activity l God the Son—Incarnation (Visions Activity Book, Activity #6)
l  Closing Prayer l We Welcome the King of Glory (page 8)
Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families and 		
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA,and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG2-24



Lesson Theme: We listen to God's plan.

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “Mary’s Song of Praise“ (CD-1, #5)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-26)
l  Cover Activity l We Listen to God’s Plan (page 1)
l  Story-Drama l Where Love Is, God Is (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the story-drama. 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, we praise your holy name. Amen. 

(Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, we praise your holy name. Amen. 

(Repeat).
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l An Angel Reassures Joseph (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to listen and follow like 

Joseph did. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to listen and follow like 

Joseph did. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Catholic Faith Word l Incarnation (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 10.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to say yes like Mary did. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to say yes like Mary did. 

Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l What Are Your Dreams Telling You? (pages 6–7)
l  Article l Hanukkah Begins This Week (page 7)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for Jesus, the best gift ever. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for Jesus, the best gift 

ever. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l God the Son—Incarnation (Visions Activity Book, #6)
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG2-27 and page 8 in the lesson)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 
and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Curriculum Connections  
l  Health: Explain to the students that getting quality sleep is 

very important to our health. Have them set goals related to 
sleep, such as going to bed at a certain time, implementing a 
relaxing before-bed routine, or not fighting with their parents 
about bedtime. Invite them to chart how frequently they meet 
their goal over the course of the week. (NHES.6.8.2)

l  ELA: Guide the students in writing a story about one of their 
dreams (a dream they had at night or a dream they have for the 
future). They should use dialogue, pacing, and description to 
develop the events in their story. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3.B)

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
When Mary and Joseph learned they 
were going to have a baby, they 
would have prepared for his coming 
by gathering blankets, a cradle, 
etc., so he would be warm and safe. 
Invite your class to participate in 
the collection of baby items and 
encourage them to bring in diapers, 
wipes, baby clothes, etc.

Extending the Lesson

l  December 23: Saint John of Kanty (Cantius) – 
	 John was a Polish theologian and professor 

of Scripture in Kraków. Unjustly fired from his 
university position, he was assigned as pastor in a 
rural parish. John lived very simply and gave most 
of his salary to the poor.

l  New Saints: A to Z – Recently canonized saints 
generate excitement among learners and give 
children examples of people who followed God’s 

call in their own unique circumstances. This 
easy-to-use resource includes sixty-six saints 
canonized since 2000. For each saint, there is a 
brief life story, ways that person is an example 
for us, ideas for catechists, family activities, and 
a prayer. The good example of these saints shows 
children that there are many ways to follow 
Jesus. Access these resources at gospelweeklies.
com/new-saints-a-to-z. 

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  
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Share Experiences 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Identify how Jesus, our Lord and Savior, has been part of 

God’s plan since the Creation. 
l  Trace notable events in Bible history from Creation to 

Jesus’ Nativity.  
l  Dramatize a play about the loving presence of God. 

Play and sing “Mary’s Song of Praise“ (CD-1, #5). Lyrics 
are available to download and print at gospelweeklies.
com/lyrics.

Gathering Prayer  Invite the young people to gather in 
your prayer space. Circle around the Advent wreath and light four 
candles. Enjoy a few moments of silence in the candlelight. Then 
pray the Hail Mary together.  

Cover Activity l  We Listen to God’s Plan (page 1)  
Read aloud the introductory paragraphs at the top of the page. 
This text is called the Proclamation of the Birth of Christ. The 
stories put Jesus’ nativity into the context of the Bible and 
history—both world history and the events of our own salvation 
history. Ask for volunteers take turns reading aloud the text. At 
the colored text, pause and complete the corresponding question 
or activity. You may choose to read this proclamation to your 
whole parish or school. Answers: orange: Noah; green: Israel, the 
West Bank and Gaza, Jordan, and the southern portions of Syria and 
Lebanon; purple: angel of the Lord; blue: It is punishment for their 
lack of fidelity (faithfulness) to God; the Israelites reconnoiter, or spy, 
in the area of Canaan for forty days; their punishment of forty years 
of wandering in the desert is one year for each day 

Story-Drama l Where Love Is, God Is (pages 2–3)  
Like Joseph in Sunday’s Gospel, Martin has a dream. He hears 
the voice of Jesus telling him he will visit the next day. Ask for 
nine volunteers to take the speaking parts of the play. Give them 
time to read over the play, find their parts, and read the stage 
directions. Perform the play for the rest of the class or for another 
group.

Discuss the Talk questions on page 3. Answers: 		
1. Open-ended; Martin had suffered hardship and could 
empathize with the hardships of others. 2. The holy 

man told Martin to read the Gospels. Martin’s heart was changed 
by reading about the life of Jesus and then acting on its loving 
message. 3. Open-ended. 

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Recognize that it is God speaking to Joseph in a dream.
l  Appreciate that Jesus is the Messiah.
l  Respond to the call in the Las Posadas ritual to make room 

for Jesus in their lives.

Gospel Ritual  Gather in the space you have reserved for 
proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life“ 
(CD-1, #1).

Sunday Gospel l An Angel Reassures Joseph 
(page 4)  Ask for six volunteers to take the parts of Narrators 
1-5 and Angel and proclaim the Gospel.

Discuss the Talk questions on page 4. Answers: 		
1. Joseph always does what is right. He does not want to 
embarrass or disgrace Mary, nor does he want to cause 

harmful gossip. 2. Awake, Joseph worries about society and the 
law. Asleep, he is open to the Spirit. An angel tells Joseph in a dream 
that Mary’s child is from the Holy Spirit. 3. His name fulfills his 
Incarnation and Nativity. Emmanuel (God-with-us) means that is 
fully human (while still fully divine) and present among us. 

Catholic Faith Word l Incarnation (page 4)  Read 
aloud this definition, which is the focus of Joseph’s dream in the 
Sunday Gospel. Jesus was conceived in Mary’s womb without sin 
by the Holy Spirit. This mystery is central to our faith.  

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l 
Jesus’ Name Tells Us Who He Is (page 4)  
Read aloud this summary of Sunday’s Gospel concept. 

Discuss the Talk questions on page 4. Answers: 		
1. That a virgin would bear a son and that he would be 
the Messiah. 2. David was the king and leader of Joseph’s 

family; as Joseph’s earthly son, Jesus would also be born of the 
house and family of David. 3. Open-ended; accept all relevant 
answers as the young people describe Jesus. He is the Messiah, the 
holy one born of the Spirit. 4. God fulfills what he says he is going to 
do; he sent the message of the Messiah through the prophet Isaiah. 
And now in this Gospel, Isaiah’s prophecies are coming to fulfillment.   

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Distribute the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks.

Lesson Theme: We listen to God's plan.

TG2-26



December 21, 2025 • 4th Sunday of Advent

Name:

1. What does Father Greg Boyle say is the surest way to save the life of a young
person who lives in his violent community in East Los Angeles?

2. What does Homeboy Industries do for gang members?

3. In this Sunday’s Gospel, whom does Jesus say prefers the light? The dark?

4. How does John 3:16 summarize the entire Gospel?

5. What is your conscience? What forms a conscience?

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.
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Activity 

God the Son

What Is the Incarnation?

Create a picture, a diagram, a word cloud, or a poem to express your 
understanding of the Incarnation.

Jesus’ taking on of human nature is called the Incarnation. The word incarnation 
literally means “taking on flesh.” This is a great mystery of the Church. In the 
Incarnation Jesus fully overcame the division between God and humanity that 
resulted from Original Sin, and he completed God’s Revelation of himself to us. 

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 

Use Activity #6 from the Visions Activity Book as a take-home 
activity or lesson wrap-up.

What the Church 
Believes and 
Teaches
The Incarnation (page 10)
Jesus the Savior (page 10)

Turn to page 10 and read aloud the section titled, The 
Incarnation. Remind the young people that In-carn-ation 
means “en-flesh-ment,“ God becoming human. Read aloud 
the first five sentences, which summarize this doctrine. Jesus 
is truly God and truly human. 

Write on a chalkboard or newsprint Jesus’ names and 
titles: Messiah, Christ, King, Anointed One, Jesus, Emmanuel, 
Lord, Son of God.

Return to page 10. Have the class work in pairs to read 
the Jesus the Savior section aloud to each other and learn 
the meaning of Jesus’ name and each title. Emphasize that 
Messiah, Christ, Anointed One, and King all have similar 
meanings. 
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Have the young people close their What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Visions, page 5.

With My Family 
and Friends

Remind the young people to share their Gospel 
Weeklies with their families and do the With My 
Family and Friends activities and prayer together.

Our Catholic Faith l We Celebrate Las Posadas 
(page 5)  Read the introductory paragraphs aloud together. 
Arrange the class into Outside and Inside groups and have them 
read the dialog. Your class or some of your young people may be 
accustomed to a different translation or be able to speak or sing 
the parts in Spanish. Celebrate Las Posadas with other classes, or 
plan evening celebrations in your parish church or neighborhood 
for the nine nights before Christmas. 

Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Explore the role of dreams in the Bible. 
l  Identify the traditions of the Jewish holiday, Hanukkah. 

Living the Gospel l What Do Dreams Tell Us? 
(pages 6–7)  Dreams occur just about every time we sleep. 
Joseph’s dream in Sunday’s Gospel is not the first or last time 
dreams appear in the Bible. Have young people read alone silently 
the introductory copy on page 6. Then call their attention to 
the three activities on pages 6–7. Have them work in pairs to 

complete the Scripture lookup in the Dreams in the Bible section.
	 Complete the Dream Inventory privately and prepare answers 
for the questions in Dream Talk. Form small groups to discuss. If 
time permits, invite the young people to share their answers or 
stories about their dreams with the entire class. Read the better 
sleep tips and ask if anyone has other strategies for getting a good 
night's sleep. 

Article l Hanukkah Begins This Week (page 7) 
Read aloud this feature about this Jewish holiday. Ask the young 
people whether they have ever celebrated Hanukkah with a 
Jewish family. Invite them to share their experiences. 

Closing Prayer l We Welcome the King of 
Glory (page 8) If time permits, read aloud this Sunday’s First 
Reading, Isaiah 7:10–14. Then read together the introductory 
paragraphs in the left column on page 8. Remind the young 
people that this is the last time you will gather together around 
your Advent wreath. Encourage the young people to set up and 
lead this Advent prayer service.

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-27



Christmas Readings: Isaiah 9:1–6; Titus 2:11–14; Luke 2:1–14
Epiphany: Isaiah 60:1–6; Ephesians 3:2–3a, 5–6; Matthew 2:1–12 

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
God blessed the human family by becoming a member of one. This is what Christmas celebrates. 
This is why there is something so very human about this feast. Christmas celebrates God’s 
becoming one of us and one with us. Jesus comes as an infant, placed in the care of a 
struggling but loving family. Our families support us and shape us. We can’t get along without 
them. Blessed by God, they are essential to us and to the entire human community. 
	 The Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord celebrates the search for God in the natural 
world. The Magi know the stars. Their search symbolizes the human search for God and for 
the purpose of human life. We can celebrate the revelation of Jesus as not only the glory of his 
own people, Israel, but light to the nations.
 
Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
At Christmas, we celebrate that “we have been made sharers in the divinity of Christ who 
humbled himself to share our humanity“ (CCC, 526). In celebrating the Epiphany, we recall 
“the manifestation of Jesus as the messiah of Israel, Son of God, and Savior of the world. 
The Magi’s coming to Jerusalem in order to pay homage to the king of the Jews shows that 
they seek in Israel, in the messianic light of the star of David, the one who will be king of the 
nations“ (CCC, 528). 

December 25, 2025 & January 4, 2026 
Christmas & Epiphany

Materials 
l  Visions Student Lesson for 12/25 and 1/4
l  Catechism handbook, page 51
l  Pens or pencils; markers, crayons, or colored 

pencils; scissors; drawing paper
l  Bible for each student
l  Music player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter 
Suggested Music
l  “He Came Down/We Are Marching“ (CD-1, #7)
l  “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Visions Activity Book, Activity #11
l  Lesson Assessment: gospelweeklies.com/ 

assessment

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (10–15 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover l Jesus Is Born! (page 1) 
l  Article-Activity l A Christmas Tradition (page 6)

Discover Gospel and Doctrine (30—40 minutes) 
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  Christmas Gospel l Let Earth Receive Her King! (page 2)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel. 
l  Epiphany Gospel l Foreign Kings Come to See Jesus (page 3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 6)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 51. 

Live the Gospel (10—15 minutes)

l  Article-Activity l Theotokos! (pages 4–5)
l  Closing Prayer
Take-Home  
l  Activity l Tell the Story of the Christmas Season (pages 7–8)
l  Activity l Mary (Visions Activity Book, Activity #11)
l  Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 

and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 5 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (15—20 minutes)  
l  Gathering Song l “He Came Down/We Are Marching“ (CD-1, #7)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover l Jesus Is Born! (page 1) 
l  Article-Activity l A Christmas Tradition (page 6) 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40–50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  Christmas Gospel l Let Earth Receive Her King! (page 2)
l  Epiphany Gospel  l Foreign Kings Come to See Jesus (page 3) 
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospels. 
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 6)

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 51. 

 Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  Article-Activity l Theotokos! (pages 4–5)
l  Catholic Faith Word l Theotokos (page 5) 
l  Activity l Tell the Story of the Christmas Season (pages 7–8)
l  Activity l Mary (Visions Activity Book, Activity #11)
l  Closing Prayer
Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 5 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG2-28



Lesson Theme: Jesus is God and one of us.

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Song l “He Came Down/We Are Marching“ (CD-1, #7)
l  Gathering Prayer (see page TG2-30)
l  Cover l Jesus Is Born! (page 1) 
l  Article-Activity l A Christmas Tradition (page 6)
l  Closing Prayer l Dear Jesus, we are so happy to celebrate your 

birth. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Dear Jesus, we are so happy to celebrate your 

birth. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  Christmas Gospel l Let Earth Receive Her King! (page 2)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Epiphany Gospel l Foreign Kings Come to See Jesus (page 3) 
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Dear Jesus, thank you for coming to save all 

people. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Dear Jesus, thank you for coming to save all 

people. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 6)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to page 51.

l  Closing Prayer l Dear Jesus, help us to keep Christmas joy in our 
hearts. Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Dear Jesus, help us to keep Christmas joy in 

our hearts. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Article-Activity l Theotokos! (pages 4–5)
l  Catholic Faith Word l Theotokos (page 5) 
l  Activity l Tell the Story of the Christmas Season (pages 7–8)
l  Closing Prayer l Dear Jesus, help us to share the Good News with 

others. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Dear Jesus, help us to share the Good News 

with others. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l Mary (Visions Activity Book, Activity #11)
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG2-31)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 
and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 5 together.

Curriculum Connections  
l  ELA: Have the students pretend to be one of the shepherds who 

visited Jesus. Invite them to write a letter to a friend, explaining 
what they saw and did. Students should refer to the Gospel to 
draw conclusions about the experience from the point of view 
of the shepherds. (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.9)

l  Tech: Lead the students in writing a script for a Christmas 
greeting. Record their greeting and email it to the parish or 
school community. (ISTE2016.6d)

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Sometimes in the hustle and 
bustle of the holiday, the 
sacredness of Christmas is 
overlooked. Organize a class 
prayer service to experience the 
sacredness of the Word become 
flesh. Invite guests to pray with 
you if possible. 

Extending the Lesson

l  December 27: Saint John, the Apostle – Also 
referred to as the Beloved Disciple, Saint John 
stood by Jesus’ Cross and was the one Jesus 
trusted to care for Mary.

l  December 28: Feast of the Holy Family – The 
Holy Family is a model for all Christian families. 
Pray: Holy Family, pray for all families that 
struggle to follow your holy example. Amen.

l  January: Poverty Awareness Month

l  January 1: Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother 
of God & World Day of Peace – This Holy Day 
of Obligation is always a special opportunity to 
honor Mary. Act: Pray to Mary for peace in the 
world, our homes, and our hearts.

l  January 3: Feast of the Most Holy Name of 
Jesus – Devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus is 
rooted in Sacred Scripture, especially the Acts of 
the Apostles—2:21, 2:38, 4:12, 4:30. Ask: How 
do you honor Jesus’ holy name?

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  

Unit 2: We Prepare for Jesus’ Coming   l   TG2-29



Share Experiences 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Celebrate the Christmas season in Scripture and prayer. 
l  Write, illustrate their favorite Christmas traditions. 

Gather in your prayer space. Play and sing “He Came 
Down/We Are Marching“ (CD-1, #7). 

Gathering Prayer  Choose one or two additional Christmas 
carols from the Venture/Visions Music CD and lead the young 
people in singing them together. 

Cover Activity l Jesus Is Born! (page 1)  Distribute 
Visions and ask the young people to describe the cover illustration. 
Remind the young people that Christmas is about family and 
giving, and of course, about Jesus, God’s Son, who has come to live 
with us as a fully human being. This is the reason we celebrate.

Article-Activity l A Christmas Tradition (page 6)
Ask the young people about their family Christmas traditions. 
Read aloud this true story together. Distribute drawing paper 
and markers or colored pencils, and give the young people time 
to write or illustrate their favorite or most memorable family 
Christmas tradition. Take time to share these special traditions. 

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Proclaim the Christmas Gospel.
l  Proclaim theEpiphany Gospel and analyze related doctrine. 
l  Identify themes of Catholic social teaching that connect 

the Epiphany Gospel with immigrants and refugees. 

Gospel Ritual  Gather in the space you have reserved for 
proclaiming the Gospel. Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life“ 	
(CD-1, #1).

Christmas Gospel l Let Earth Receive Her King! 
(page 2)  Assign volunteers the parts of Narrators 1, 2, and 3, 
and Angel. Everyone else can act the part of all the angels and the 
shepherds. Proclaim the Gospel. Encourage the young people to 
read this Gospel aloud with their families. 

Discuss the Talk questions on page 2. Answers: 		
1. Bethlehem is King David’s city; Isaiah prophesies that the 
Messiah will come from David royal line (Isaiah 11:1–9, the 

First Reading for the Second Sunday of Advent). 2. Jesus comes to 
save all people, regardless of religion or rank. It is therefore fitting 

that he would appear to shepherds who live away from most of 
society, out with their flocks. 3. Open-ended; perhaps frightening 
or at least very unsettling. Yet very joyful and exciting!

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l 
Shepherds Are the First to Hear of 
Jesus’ Birth (page 6)  Read aloud the doctrine. 

Discuss the Talk questions on page 6. Answers: 1. It 
would be at the very least strange for these shepherds; 
they were used to a quiet, simple life tending their flocks. 

They accepted this unusual news and rejoiced and praised God for 
it! Acceptance of God’s Good News is a lesson for all of us. 2. Open-
ended; there was a power in having knowledge of the Messiah’s 
birth, but the shepherds just rejoiced and were in awe of the news. 
They were truly humble. 

Epiphany Gospel l Foreign Kings Come to See 
Jesus (page 3) Assign parts to volunteers, and have the 
young people proclaim this Gospel.

Discuss the Talk questions on page 3. Answers: 		
1. They are commanded by King Herod to search for the 
star and the child. The newborn king, Jesus. Herod sees 

another king as a threat to his crown. 2. He is from the heavens, 
a light for the whole world. 3. They sense that Jesus really is the 
Messiah; they take seriously the message they hear in a dream. 
They do not return to Herod. 

Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Distribute the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks.

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
Seven Themes of Catholic 
Social Teaching (page 51) 
  

Ask the young people to recall what they learned last fall 
about the common good. Turn to page 51. Briefly review the 
themes of Catholic social teaching.

Remind the young people of the situation in which the 
Magi find themselves. Recall that Joseph receives a similar 
warning, so he takes his family to Egypt instead of returning 
directly home (Matthew 2:13).

            ddss

for Children

                CATECHISM HANDBOOK  

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches

P
F

L
A

U
M

 G
O

S
P

E
L

 W
E

E
K

L
IE

S
 F

a
it

h
 F

o
rm

a
t

io
n

 P
ro

g
ra

m

Lesson Theme: Jesus is God and 
one of us.
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Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Recognize why Mother of God is Mary’s greatest title and 

how it emphasizes Jesus’ human birth.
l  Explore the celebrations and saints of the Christmas 

season. 
l  Understand that Christmas is not a one-day event—it is a 

full season of celebration of Jesus’ Nativity. 

Article-Activity l Theotokos! (pages 4–5)   The 
word for “Mother of God“ in Greek is Theotokos (thay-AW-tow-
kus), which means “God-bearer.“ It is Mary’s oldest title in the 
Church. Read this article aloud to the class, so they hear the drama 
in it. 

Discuss the Talk questions on page 5. Answers: 1. 
Bishop Nestorius could not believe God could be born 
of a woman. He would not let a woman come into the 

sanctuary. The bishop and the empress argue about whether 
Jesus is truly human or was God only appearing to be human. 2. 
People supported Pulcheria because of her goodness, kindness, and 
holiness. They also believed Mary was the Mother of God. They were 
defending the faith against Nestorius, the heretic. 3. In Jesus, God 
shows us our capacity to love as he does.

Students may use colored pencils or markers to color the icon 
on page 4. Explain that the Greek letters stand for Mother of God 
(left) and Jesus Christ (right). In Greek, lines above the letters 
indicate the first and last letters of a word.

Catholic Faith Word l Theotokos (page 5) Have a 
volunteer read the definition aloud to summarize your discussion 
of the article and icon activity.

Living the Gospel l Tell the Christmas Season 
Story (pages 7–8)  Christmas is the feast that recognizes 
how God chose to become one of us and live among us through 
Jesus. It is such an important celebration in the Church that we 
celebrate it for more than a week. This is called the Octave (eight 
days) of Christmas. 
	 Distribute scissors and direct the young people to cut out 
the six cards on pages 7–8. Assign pairs and read aloud the 

December 25, 2025 & January 4, 2026 
Christmas & Epiphany

Name:

1. What does Father Greg Boyle say is the surest way to save the life of a young
person who lives in his violent community in East Los Angeles?

2. What does Homeboy Industries do for gang members?

3. In this Sunday’s Gospel, whom does Jesus say prefers the light? The dark?

4. How does John 3:16 summarize the entire Gospel?

5. What is your conscience? What forms a conscience?

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.
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Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Activity 

Mary, Mother of Us All

Look up the following Scripture passages. For each passage, 
write a sentence that summarizes what she did or said and what 
quality of her character we can see in her words or actions.

As Catholics, we recognize that Mary is the mother of God, the mother of Jesus, and 
the mother of the Church. Her faith, love, trust, and prayer show us how to live and 
how to believe. Her special place in Heaven means that she can talk to God on our 
behalf. What does the Bible tell us about Mary?

Luke 1:26–38

Luke 2:1–20

Luke 2:41–51

John 2:1–11

John 19:25–27

Acts 1:13–14

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 

Use Activity #11 from the Visions Activity Book as a 
take-home activity or lesson wrap-up.

With My Family 
and Friends

Remind the young people to share their Gospel 
Weeklies with their families and do the With My 
Family and Friends activities and prayer together.

directions on page 7.  They will need Bibles to answer some of 
the questions. Assign pairs to take turns sharing their answers 
with the group. Shuffle the six cards together, picture-side up. 
Let individuals choose a card from the deck and tell all they can 
remember about that person or persons. 

Closing Prayer Sing a Christmas carol that all of the 
young people know from memory. Exchange a sign of peace 
and good wishes for the new year. 

Have the young people close their What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Visions, pages 4–5.

Direct the young people to identify the themes that apply 
to immigrants and refugees.
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  Isaiah 42:1–4, 6–7; Acts 10:34–38; 
Matthew 3:13–17

For Catechists and Teachers 
Scripture Background
In this Sunday's Gospel,  John the Baptist is at first  reluctant to baptize Jesus 
(Matthew 3:14), but Jesus urges him to do so “to fulfill all righteousness“—that is, 
to submit to God’s plan of salvation, which involved Jesus, though sinless, to identify 
with the sinners whom he came to save. 

Connecting Scripture and Doctrine
The Sacrament of Baptism is a first step in the life of faith. For Christ, baptism 
was a culmination of sorts. Jesus was affirmed as the Son of God and anointed 
for his mission of salvation. By “voluntarily submitted himself to baptism by Saint 
John, intended for sinners, in order to ’fulfill all righteousness.’ Jesus’ gesture is a 
manifestation of his self-emptying“ (CCC, 1224).

January 11, 2026 •  Baptism of the Lord

Materials 
l  Visions Student Lesson for 1/11
l  Catechism handbook, pages 8, 22, 53, and 63
l  Pens or pencils; markers, crayons, or colored 

pencils; scissors; Bible for each student
l  Music player and Venture/Visions CDs
l  Bible, cloth, candle, matches/lighter
l  Prep: cut one set of cards for the activity on 

pages 7–8; copies of page 8 for game 
Suggested Music
l  “We Will Walk With God“ (CD-2, #8)
l  “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)

Lesson Resources
l  Visions Activity Book, Activity #15
l  Lesson Assessment: gospelweeklies.com/
	 assessment

60-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20 minutes)
l  Gathering Prayer
l  Cover Activity l Jesus Invites Us to Be Like Him (page 1)
l  Article l A Mission of Love (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the first Talk question. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (20—25 minutes) 
l  Sunday Gospel l John Baptizes Jesus in the Jordan River (page 4)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 8, 22,  and 63. 

Live the Gospel (15—20 minutes)

l  Our Catholic Faith l Jesus’ Baptism Reveals His Family (page 5) 

l  Activity l A Family Needs Every Member (page 6)
l  Game l The Family Feelings Game (pages 7–8)
l  Closing Prayer

Take-Home  
l  Activity l Sacrament of Baptism (Visions Activity Book, Activity #15)
l  Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 

and do the With My Family and Friends activities and prayer on 
page 8 together.

Single-Session Lesson Pacing Guides  
Note: These pacing guides are suggestions on how to present the lesson. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

90-Minute Lesson
Share Experiences (20—25 minutes)  
l  Gathering Prayer & Song l “We Will Walk With God“ (CD-2, #8)
l  Cover Activity l Jesus Invites Us to Be Like Him (page 1)
l  Article l A Mission of Love (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the article. 
Discover Gospel and Doctrine (40—50 minutes)  
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l John Baptizes Jesus in the Jordan River (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 8, 22, and 63. 

Live the Gospel (20—25 minutes)  
l  Catholic Faith Word l Sacrament of Baptism (page 4)
l  Our Catholic Faith l Jesus’ Baptism Reveals His Family (page 5) 
l  Activity l A Family Needs Every Member (page 6)
l  Game l The Family Feelings Game (pages 7–8)
l  Activity l Sacrament of Baptism (Visions Activity Book, Activity #15)
l  Closing Prayer
Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families and 
do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

For monthly gatherings, family catechesis, OCIA, and summer intensive model pacing plans, visit gospelweeklies.com/pacingplansTG2-32



Lesson Theme: Jesus invites us to be like him. 

Day 1
Share Experiences  
l  Gathering Prayer & Song l “We Will Walk With God“ (CD-2, #8)
l  Cover Activity l Jesus Invites Us To Be Like Him (page 1)
l  Article l A Mission of Love (pages 2–3)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the article. 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, thank you for welcoming us into	

your family through Baptism. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 2
Discover Gospel and Doctrine  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, thank you for welcoming us into 

your family through Baptism. Amen. (Repeat).
l  Gospel Ritual l “Word of Truth and Life“ (CD-1, #1)
l  Sunday Gospel l John Baptizes Jesus in the Jordan River (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to the Gospel.
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, we praise you as Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit. Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 3
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, we praise you as Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Connecting Gospel and Doctrine (page 4)
l  Discuss the Talk questions related to doctrine.
l  Catholic Faith Word l Sacrament of Baptism (page 4)
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to grow as Jesus’ followers. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Five-Day Lesson Pacing Guide   
Note: This pacing guide suggests how to present the lesson over five days. Please adapt the lesson to suit your needs.

Day 4
Live the Gospel  
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to grow as Jesus’ followers. 

Amen. (Repeat.)
Distribute the What the Church Believes and Teaches 
handbooks. Turn to pages 8, 22, and 63.

l  Our Catholic Faith (page 5) 
l  Closing Prayer l Loving God, help us to live always as your children. 

Amen. (Repeat.)

Day 5
l  Gathering Prayer l Loving God, help us to live always as your 

children. Amen. (Repeat.)
l  Activity l A Family Needs Every Member (page 6) 
l  Game l The Family Feelings Game (pages 7–8)
l  Weekly Lesson Assessment
l  Activity l Sacrament of Baptism (Visions Activity Book, Activity #15)
l  Closing Prayer (see page TG2-35)

Friday Take-Home  
Remind the young people to share their lesson with their families 
and do the With My Family and Friends activities on page 8 together.

Curriculum Connections  
l  Sci: After a lesson about how to read the physical features of the 

earth on maps, give the students maps and ask them to analyze 
and interpret data related to bodies of water on the earth. Have 
them consider other geographic features near water and what 
patterns relating to bodies of water they find. (4-ESS2-2)

l  Math: Ask the students to draw a variety of two-dimensional 
figures. Have them cut out their figures and classify them into a 
hierarchy based on properties. (CCSS.Math.Content.5.G.B.4)

Catholic Identity 
Project of the Week 
Invite the students to bring in 
pictures from their own Baptisms 
and to talk about their godparents. 
As the adult leader, be sure to share 
as well! The Magi brought gifts to 
the Baby Jesus. Organize a “Diaper 
Drive“ to collect packages of new 
diapers to donate to a food pantry.

Extending the Lesson

l  January 12: Saint Marguerite Bourgeoys 
(CAN) – Born in France in 1620, Marguerite 
went to Canada to start a school in what became 
Montreal. She returned to France twice to recruit 
coworkers to assist her and later founded the 
Congregation of Notre Dame. Children from both 
European and Native American backgrounds 
benefited from her zeal and trust in God’s 
providence.

l  January 16: Saint Berard and Companions – 
Saint Berard and his brother Franciscans were 
killed when they refused to stop preaching the 
Gospel in Morocco. Their lives inspired many 
others to become missionaries, including Saint 
Anthony of Padua. Pray: Loving God, give safety 
and strength to those who serve as missionaries 
and relief workers around the world. Amen. 

Saints and Feast Days to Celebrate  
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Teaching This Week’s Lesson

Share Experiences 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Compare elements of Jesus' baptism with their own. 
l  Explore Gospel concepts of journeying to Jesus and 

answering one’s baptismal call. 

Play and sing “We Will Walk With God“ (CD-2, #8). 

Gathering Prayer Explain that at our Baptism, we are 
cleansed of Original Sin and become part of Jesus’ family. Invite 
the young people to give thanks for members of the school or 
parish community who are important to them. Begin the prayer 
by saying, “Thank you, God, for . . .” and leave time for everyone 
to add a name. Conclude by adding your thanks for the students. 

Cover Activity l Jesus Invites Us to Be Like 
Him (page 1) Explain that the top image on the cover is 
an icon, a type of religious art that reveals a message. Invite 
students to look closely at the images and note any similar 
elements: water, witnesses, holy book or scroll, white garment, 
etc. Invite them to note differences: dove (indicating Holy Spirit’s 
presence), angels, halos, mountains, modern dress, baptismal 
font, baby vs. adult (Jesus), etc. Accept all reasonable answers. 
Ask: Who is present in both images, even if we can’t see? God. 

Article l A Mission of Love (pages 2–3)  Explain 
that young people their own age still participate in the Tijuana 
Mission—an organization that started in a San Jose parish 
that serves in Tijuana, Mexico—building both houses and 
community.

Discuss the Talk questions on page 3. Answers: 		
1. The  long, more sustaining happiness is from hard 
work, camaraderie, and community. Those things are 

all present in the Tijuana Ministry. 2. Some build it over time, 
by coming back year after year. Others build community by 
participating in the children’s camp program. 3-4. Open-ended. 
Encourage the young people to share their service experiences. 

Discover Gospel and Doctrine
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Appreciate how Jesus’ baptism reveals his divine 

family—the Holy Trinity.
l  Identify their Baptismal call to love and serve others.   

Gospel Ritual  Play and sing “Word of Truth and Life“ 		
(CD-1, #1).

Sunday Gospel l John Baptizes Jesus in the 
Jordan River (page 4) Invite students to recall last 
Sunday's Gospel for the Epiphany, when foreign kings came 
to see the newborn Jesus. Explain that taken together, these 
Gospels paint a picture that helps us see Jesus as a savior for 
all people. There is no exclusion from the Kingdom of God. 
Everyone is invited. Ask for four volunteers to take the parts 
of Narrator, John, Jesus, and Voice and proclaim the Gospel in 
drama form.

Discuss the Talk questions on page 4. Answers: 	
1. John is Jesus’ cousin, the messenger sent to prepare 
the way for Jesus (see Luke 1:36). 2. Heaven. The Holy 

Spirit and God the Father. 3. The Spirit is with Jesus. Jesus is God’s 
Son. 4. They live their Baptismal call to love and serve others by 
meeting the needs of others. They live Catholic social teaching 
by living in solidarity and respecting the inherent dignity of all 
people.

Connecting Gospel and Doctrine l 
Baptism Unites Us with God’s Family—
the Holy Trinity (page 4) Read aloud this 
summary of Sunday’s Gospel concepts.   

Discuss the Talk questions on page 4. Answers: 		
1. Accept the young people’s attempts to describe the 
Holy Trinity; prompt if needed. 2. Through Baptism. 		

3. Open-ended; encourage the young people to consider how they 
might put their God-given gifts in service of his people.

Distribute the What the Church Believes and 
Teaches handbooks.

Lesson Theme: Jesus invites us 
to be like him. 
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January 11, 2026 •  Baptism of the Lord

Name:

1. What does Father Greg Boyle say is the surest way to save the life of a young
person who lives in his violent community in East Los Angeles?

2. What does Homeboy Industries do for gang members?

3. In this Sunday’s Gospel, whom does Jesus say prefers the light? The dark?

4. How does John 3:16 summarize the entire Gospel?

5. What is your conscience? What forms a conscience?

Answer the following questions based on the lesson.
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Sacrament of Baptism

15
Activity 

Baptism Word Search

Complete the word search below. Can you find all the words related to the 
Sacrament of Baptism?

In the Sacrament of Baptism, we begin new life in Christ. We become temples 
of the Holy Spirit, and adopted sons and daughters of God the Father. Baptism 
wipes away Original Sin and any personal sins we may have committed 
(especially for those baptized as older children or adults). For these reasons, 
Baptism is necessary for our salvation.

adoptive

candidate

candle

character

desire

forgiveness

grace

immerse

imprint

intention

minister

necessary

pour

oil

sacrament

salvation

water

Name ________________________________________

N E S R E M M I Z P O R G X E
W E T A D I D N A C J I U S E
Y K C A T N I R P M I H L S R
T W K A Z J G M O M Y I B E I
P A I P N H E B R R R N M N S
M T U Y T D A K A Y U T E E E
R E A H N N L S R U O E V V D
E R E T J O S E E A P N I I G
T W C Y G E I H T J Q T T G J
S F G U C G G T C U L I P R Z
I T N E M A R C A S R O O O M
N T N K M Q J K R V A N D F S
I Q Q A K F S U A C L N A I U

M V G E C A R G H T M A Z Z P
V C I K Z F A C C S U D S I H

Lesson Wrap-Up

Visit gospelweeklies.com/assessment to download this 
week’s lesson assessment. 

Use Activity #15 from the Visions Activity Book book as a take-
home activity or lesson wrap-up.

NOTE: You have reached the end of Unit 2. Find the Unit 2 
Assessment online at gospelweeklies.com/assessment.

Have the young people close their What the Church Believes 
and Teaches handbooks and return to Visions, page 5.

Activity l A Family Needs Need Every Member 
(page 6) Read aloud the first column on page 6. Invite the 
class to read aloud the advice from Pope Francis together. Ask: 
Why are these phrases important? What differences have you 
noticed when family members say these words? How do they 
make everyone's life better? Use the discussion to transition to 
the Our Best Family Advice activity.

Read aloud the directions. Arrange the class into small 
groups, assign each a different statement, and allow five minutes 
for them to complete their statements. Have everyone write in 
his or her issue as each group reports its best advice to the class.

Game l The Family Feelings Game (pages 7-8) 
Prepare one set of cards before class. Arrange the class in small 
groups, and distribute one copy of page 8 to each group. Read 
aloud the introduction and Round 1 of The Family Feelings Game. 
Allow five minutes for the groups to complete the first round. 
Remind them not to give reasons in this round. Announce when 
time is up, and have pairs of groups combine. Read aloud the 
instruction for rounds 2 and 3. 

Closing Prayer We reinforce our belief in the Trinity every 
time we make the Sign of the Cross and pray the Creed. Pray the 
Apostles’ Creed (page 53 in What the Church Believes and Teaches) 
to conclude your time together. 

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
The Holy Trinity (pages 8 and 
63); Sacrament of Baptism 
(page 22)  

  
Turn to page 63 and review the definition for Trinity. Remind 
the young people that we recall the Trinity each time we make 
the Sign of the Cross. 

Read aloud the summary paragraph on page 8 to underscore 
how Jesus belongs to the divine family we call the Trinity, who 
live three in one love.

Turn to page 22, and review the section on the Sacrament of 
Baptism, which is a Sacrament of Initiation. When we initiate 
someone, we invite them to be a become a member of our 
group. Ask: How is Baptism an invitation?

            ddss

for Children

                CATECHISM HANDBOOK  

What the Church 
Believes and Teaches
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Live the Gospel 
Objectives l The young people will:
l  Connect Jesus’ baptism with their own through the 		
      Sacrament. 
l  Apply what they know about family dynamics toward 

a deeper understanding of Christian community.
l  Recognize what they contribute to the groups to 

which they belong.

Catholic Faith Word l Sacrament of 
Baptism (page 4) Share the definition to introduce the 
feature on page 6. 
Our Catholic Faith l Jesus’ Baptism 
Reveals His Family (page 6)  This feature 
interprets the signs in Sunday’s Gospel and helps the 
students relate their experience of human family life to their 
life as members of the Christian family. Read it aloud as a 
class. Allow time for the students to write their ideas in the 
baptismal symbols at the bottom of the page.   
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